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Though Staffordshire be a midland county traversed from east 
to west by the ancient main road from London to Chester, and from 
south to north by the great cross road from Bristol to Manchester, 
and though the Railways have followed the course of these great 
main routes, yet Staffordshire is little known to the travelling 
public: people know that there is the Black Country and the 
Potteries, but they do not know that the one occupies only the 
extreme south-west, the other only the extreme north-west comer of 
Staffordshire; they do not know that the great extent of the county 
are tracts of grand moorland and beautiful forest; still less do they 
know that but little removed from the great roads I have mentioned 
are centres of population which have little changed in the last two 
hundred years, where communion with Rome has been hereditary 
where through immemorial copyhold tenure the relations of Lord 
and Vassal have been little impaired, where the artizan and the 
shopkeeper lives on his own " Court-land," and unites with his craft 
or his trade the labours of a small farmer; such a district par 
excellence is Brewood. 

But at Brewood these ancient features are seriously imperilled. 
An Act of Parliament for a railway to connect Brewood with 
Wolverhampton has been obtained, and the villa of the oppidan will, 
in all probability, supersede the hereditary messuage of the copy- 
holder. An equally serious danger threatens its sylvan beauties ; 
collieries have already broken up the south-west side of Canke Chase, 
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and not only the smoke, bnt the chimnies of the furnaces on the 
peak of the Chase are already distinctly visible from Brewood. My 
kind publisher is most anxious that the present features of Bbewood 
should be fully recorded before they may have passed away for ever; 
and he has consented to a republication of my Resume Historical 
and Topogrcuphicdly enlarged and revised, for not a copy of the edition 
of eight years ago can now be had for love or money. 

I regret that in my Besume so much should still be conjectural ; 
no doubt an analysis of the Manor Coubt Rolls would furnish with 
certainty the history of every messuage in Brewood. Access to the 
OovH Bolls has been most freely afforded me by the Lord, 
Mr. Giffard of Chillington, and every assistance has been afforded 
me by his Bailiff; but to analyse the Gomi Bolls would be the work 
of a life even had one nothing else to do. 

My BSsume does not aspire to be an archaiological work : it is 
simply an attempt to place on record such events as have affected 
the present position of Brewood, and to present them to my friends 
in a readable form: those who wish the information which anti- 
quaries afford can refer to the well-known Notes and GoUections 
relating to Brewoodj and the several booklets supplementary to those 
NoteSf which have been printed, a list of which will be found in 
The Herald amd Chnealogist, Part XXXVII., /o. 66, in a note to an 
essay on the Oiffards of Ghillington, June, 1871. 

The table subjoined shows that the Population of Brewood 
Parish has in the decade between the Census of 1861 and 1871 
decreased by 162 souls : the application of machinery to agriculture 
lessens the demand for labour; the better class of Labourers enlist 
as Policemen and Eailway Porters, the inferior class migrate to the 
collieries which have been opened at Rugeley and Bruerton, their 
place being partly occupied by Irish. 
Tiammas Day, 1874. 
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PREFACE 

TO 

THE FIRST EDITION. 



Since 1858 so mach information regarding Brewood has been col- 
lected by myself and others, that it has been frequently nrged upon 
me that the same should be embodied in a consecntive narrative, 
instead of being separately printed as Bfrcuy Notes or otherwise. I 
baye attempted to carry oat the idea in the following pages. I have 
purposely avoided details which have been fully and accurately 
printed elsewhere, which may excuse apparent brevity on some points. 
Where I have availed myself of the well-known Notes amd GoUectums 
for matter or idea, I trust I have not been remiss in acknowledging 
my obligation. 

Few as these pages are, their contents have not been collected 
without large expenditure of time and trouble; and I wish to 
express my obligations to the many kind friends who have assisted 
my labours. The initials J. S. O. are those of my friend the Bey. 
John S. Obenside; but to his information and direction to 
sources of information I am indebted for much more than is con- 
tained only in the paragraphs to which his initials are appended. 

JAMES H. SMITH, 

The JDawscrofiy Brewood^ 

14th December, 1866. near Stafford. 
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TO 

ADDITIOiSS AND EMENDATIONS. 



Notes and Gollections relating to Brewood were six years ago printed 
for private circulation only by the Wolverhampton Bookseller, who 
has allowed his name to appear on my title-page. The following 
have been since collected by one who (though not bom there) has 
had a long ancestral and personal connection with Brewood — but 
whose assistance while the Notes and Gollections were preparing was 
declined. As EMBin)ATiONS they do not claim to be infallible ; on 
many points they are simply conjectural, and in many they are but 
the natural result of a second head and hand revising for and 
assisting a former, which may also be said of the Additions. It 
should be added that the labours of the Curators of the Record 
Office are yearly making accessible records of past generations 
which afford much local information, particularly where the 
localities had any connection with the Ecclesiastics or Ecclesiastical 
History of our country. The compiler regrets that the purely 
archaiological arrangement of these pages will prevent their being 
of much interest to such of his friends as are simply general readers. 

JAS. H. SMITH, 

The Dawscroft, 

Brewood, 

near Stafford. 
S. Barnabas' Day, 1864. 
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BREWOOD. 

Acreage 11,832 acres. 

Population in 1861 3,399 souls. 

in 1871 3,237 do. 

Assessment to Poor's Rate 2 7,73G Pounds sterling. 

to County Rate 27,573 do. 

Entitled to vote in Election of Knights of the Shire, 20th July, 
1867, under the Reform Act of 1832— 

Freeholders 71 

Owners of Tithe rent-charge 2 

— 73 

Copyholders 15 

Occupiers 54 

Lessee of Tithe rent-charge 1 55 

— — 143 
The registration of 1868, under the Reform Act of the previous 

year, added 60 Occupiers, 

2 Leaseholders, 
1 Freeholder, and 
12 described simply as Owners. 

75 75 + 143 = 218 



Bat the Poll Booh, 1868, edited by Edward Fernie, gives as voting 
Conservatives — Smith Child ... 131 Meynelllngram... 130 

Liberals— W. S. Forster 24 H. W. H. Foley ... 21 

Duplicates 17 

UnpoUed 30 

Total number on Register . . . 202 Being 16 less than above. 
There was no contest at the General Election last February. 
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ERRATA. 

Fo. 4.— In notes, line 1, for " Pecke " read " Peche." 

Fo. 11.— In line 3, for " William Salt's Library " read " William 

Salt Library." 
Fo. 18.— In Kne 29, for " 1506 " read " 1606." 

(This, an error in copy, runs thronghont, vide Fo. ] 9, 
line 9; Fo. 27 in notes, line 3.) 
Fo. 19.— In line 8, for " Wood " read " Warde " (as in Fedigree, 

fo. 38.) 
Fo. 86.— In line 25, for " Sansom " read " Sansone." 
Fo. 37.— In Kne 7, for " Peeke " read " Peche." 
Fo. 38. — In line 30, for " Bonaverture " read " Bonaventnre." 
In Pedigree of iSiffitrb d Cj^htgton, note 2.—" Evidently a 
mistake for Edvoa/rdh 8exU:** Una is a blunder. Supposing 
Sir John Giffard was not more than eighty-seven years of age 
when he died, he would be fifteen years old at the death of 
King Edward the Fourth, and might have been knighted by 
that Sovereign. 
Fo. 42.— In line 5, for " Merriden " read "Meriden.** 
Fo. 46.— In line 1, for " Charle " read " Charles." 
Fo. 48.— In notes, line 22, for " Ann " read "Anne." 
Fo. 76.— In line 6, for " Sheffington " read " Skeffington." 
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The Manors are in small capitals. 
Ancient and obsolete names in italics. 



Adbaston, 6. 
Angel Inn, 36. 
Aspley, 4, 41, 73. 

Bargate, The, 5, 41, 81, 82 n., 86. 

Lane, 66. 

Street, 2, 34. 
Bath, The, 37, 69. 
Beeches, The, 42. 
Belfields, 37. 

B«seryoir, 66, 60. 
Bell at Stretton, 63, 72, 73. 
Benbnry (Cheshire), 48. 
Bilbrook, 62, 72. 

The, 69. 
Birmingham, 27, 28, 29, 63, 64, 66, 67, 

82 n. 
Bishopswood, 8, 66, 61, 69, 70, 72. 
Blaokladies, 37, 43, 44, 45, 50, 91. 
Blymhill, 60, 72, 73. 
Bosoobel, 34 n., 37, 40, 46, 47, 60, 68, 

69, 72, 73, 91. 
Brerywood, 74. 
Breude, 3, 6. 

Brewode, 1, 12, 63, 62, 63. 
Bbewood, 1, 49, 62, 63, 64, 67, 66, 
96. 

Bridge, 66. 

Chancel, 9, 14, 49, 60. 

Chnrch, 9, 44, 61, 61, 74. 

Churchyard, 2, 13, 29, 40, 86, 
89. 

Forest, 1, 66. 

Forge, 3, 62, 69. 

Hall, 32, 36, 41, 60, 86. 

Manor, 2, 3, 32, 87. 

Manor Honse, 2, 8, 32, 33. 



B&EwooD, Parish, 7, 61, 63, 64, 68, 69, 
72, 73. 

Priories. See Blackladies, 
Whiteladies. 

S. Mary's, 46, 61, 90. 

Town, 34, 38 n., 42, 63, 66, 
60, 66, 72, 73. 

Township, 7. 

Water, 3, 69, 60. 

Wharf, 66. 
Bridgeoroft, 69, 60. 
Brinsford, 41, 67, 73. 
Brook, 69. 
Broadgate, The, 6. 
Brode, 48. 
Bromhale, 40. 
Bromhall, 4, 37, 39, 40. 
Brookhonse, The, 41, 60. 
Bashbnry, 57, 66 n. 
Batts' Piece, 68. 

Cannock, 7. 
Chartley, 20, 39. 
Cherrington Pieces, 11 n. 
Cheqnered Ball, The, 36. 
Chester, 53. 

Bishopric of. See Lichfield. 
Chillington, 37, 44, 61, 66, 69. 

Ayenne, 44, 59. 

Brook, 69. 

Farm, 37, 69. 

HaU, 9, 17 n., 39, 44, 69. 

Liberty, 7. 

Manor, 4. 

Park, 37, 67, 72. 

Pools, 44, 69. 

Street^ 59. 
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Chillington Wharf, 56. 
Church Fields, 7. 
Ghnrch Gates, 84, 93, 
Cockshutts, 72. 
Oodsall, 57, 59, 72, 73. 
Wood, 72, 73. 
Coven, 35, 42, 54, 68, 86. 

Lawn, 41, 59, 72, 73. 

Liberty, 7. 

Manor, 4, 41. 

8. PanFs, 8, 70. 
Coventry, Bishopric of. See Lichfield. 
Crateford, 41, 54, 55, 65, 73. 
Cresseirs Bam, 41. 
Cross Green, 54. 
Cattlestone Hundred, 1. 

Dawscroft, 42, 95. 
Dealfeheys, 66, 67. 
Deanery Manor, 4, 6, 29. 
Deansfield, 13 n., 41. 
Dean's Hall, 6, 41, 54 n., 60, 86. 
Dean Street, 3, 34, 38, 86. 
Dean's Walk, 13. 
Deepmoor Brook, 7^ 

Mill, 59, 60. 
Deersleap, The, 72. 
Donnington, 72. 

Eaton House, 73. 
Eccleshall, 2 n. 
Elmaley, 13. 
Engleton Liberty, 7. 

Manor, 4, 33, 41. 

Mill, 3, 58, 60. 
Essington, 65, 67. 
Etocetum. See Wall. 

Fineshade (North Hants), 42. 
Fleur de lis, The, 33 n., 86. 
Four Ashes, 41, 54, 55, 56, 61, 73, 91. 
Station, 9, 29, 54, 80. 

Gailey, 54, 56. 
Giffard's Cross, 34, 59 n. 
Grassington, 41. 
Gropenhale, 12. 

Gunston, 4, 37, 39, 69, 61, 72, 73, 87. 
and the Hattons, 17. 

Harvington Birch, 37. 

Hattons, The, 33, 37, 39, 65, 91. 

Hawkshutts, The, 37, 58. 

Hellfloor, 59 n. 

High Green, 2. 

Hookerill, The, 7, 37. 



Horsebrook, 1, 7, 42, 56, 73. 

The, 58. 
Hungary Hill, 37, 59. 
Hyde, The, 33, 37, 39, 59. 
Mill, 60. 

Ivetsey Bank, 66, 72. 

Kerrimore Green, 66. 

Lane, 66. 

Kiddemore, 1, 7, 37. 

Green, 56, 66. 

Liberty, 7. 

Laches, The, 41. 

Ladiesbrook, The, 68. 

Lady Isabella's WeU, 58, 72, 73. 

Langlavmf 47 n. 

Langley Lawn, 37. 

Lantern House. See Speedwell Castle. 

Lapley, 58, 60, 72. 

Laurels, The, 42, 61, 81 n., 84, 89. 

Leabrook, 42. 

The, 58. 
Leafields, 41. 
Leasowes, The, 89. 
Leper House, 37. 
Lichfield, 55 n., 95. 

Bishopric of, 2 n., 3, 62. 
Lion Inn, 36, 38 n., 81. 
Liverpool, 23, 27, 55, 56. 
Lodge, The, 3, 37. 
London, 33, 40, 53, 54, 56, 57, 87. 
Long Birch, 37, 49, 50, 75, 86. 
Longdon, 2 n., 12. 
Longnor Brook, 60. 

"Malthouse, The," 81, 82 n. 
Maltshovel, The, 86. 
Manchester, 55. 

School, 82, 83, 94, 96. 
Market Cross, The, 5. 

Place, The, 2, 10, 33 n., 34, 
81,82n. 
Marlpits, The, 56. 
Makston, 37, 39. 
Mercia. See Lichfield. 
Meriden (Warwickshire), 42. 
Mytton, 65. 

Newport, 2, 63. 

Street, 2, 34, 81. 
Northcote, 65. 

Oakley, 42, 58. 

Old Coppice. See Spring Coppice. 

Old Workhouse, 7. 
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Paradise, 42, 73. 
Park,The, 3, 37, 65. 
Park Farm, 3, 37. 
Lane, 11, 66. 
Pavement, 3. 
Pearaehay, 37, 39, 58, 59. 
Pendef ord, 56, 59. 

Brook, 73. 

Mill, 60. 
Penk, The, 1, 40, 55, 56, 58, 59. 
Penkridge, 11, 54, 67. 

Union, 7, 29, 67. 
Pennocruciv/ni, 1, 60. 
Poplars, The. See " Malthonse." 
Preston (Lancashire), 23. 
Preston. See Penkndge. 

Benshaw Wood, 73. 
Rodney Inn, 36, 86. 
" Rookery, The," 81. 
Rose Hill, 42. 
Royal Oak, The, 40, 73. 

Beershop, 72. 
Rugeley, 52. 

Sandylane, 3, 38 n. 
Saredon, 73. 

School, The Grammar, 26, 82. 
Oroft, 27 
House, 27, 79. 
Schools, The National, 31, 34. 
Sedgeley Park, 50. 
Severn, The, 58, 73. 
Shareshill, 12, 73, 79. 
Shargrave's Hill Fields, 81 n., 82 n. 
Shirelane, 1. 
Shirestone, 58. 
Shropshire, 1. 
Slade Heath, 41. 
Smith's Cote, 81 n. 
SOMEBFORD, 40, 41, 42. 

Hall, 9, 64, 59. 

Hamlet, 54, 55. 

Liberty, 7. 

Manor, 4. 

Mill, 54, 55, 59, 91. 
Speedwell Castle, 34. 
Spirit Lane, 1, 58. 
Spread Eagle, 54, 56. 
Spring Coppice, 72, 73. 



Stafford, 37, 54, 56, 58. 

Archdeaconry, 6, 17, 43. 

Borough, 88. 

Shire, 1, 15, 17, 29. 
Stafford Street, 34, 57, 86. 
Stamford Borough, 40. 
Standeford, 41, 54. 

Cottage, 42. 
Mill, 59, 68, 86. 
Stepping Stone Lane, 56. 
Stirrups, The, 36. 
Stinking Lake, 72. 
Stone, 54. 
Stone Bridge, 55, 69, 60, 91. 

Cottage, 54. 
Streetway, The, 1, 53, 54, 56, 58, 60, 73. 
Stretton, 41, 42, 58. 

Mill, 1, 60. 
Styche's Pieces. See Leasowes. 
Swan Inn, 5, 36, 73, 81, 82 n. 

" Tanhouse, The," 42. 

Tettenhall, 59. 

Three Hammers, The, 42, 64, 67. 

Bridge, 73. 
" Timberyard, The," 35. 
Tong, 68, 72. 
Trent, The, 58. 

Vicarage House, 13. 

Wall, 53. 

Walton, 37. 

Water Eaton, 41. 

Watling Street. See Streetway. 

Weston-under-Lizard, 60. 

Whiston's Cross, 67. 

White House, The, 37. 

Whitehouse (Somerford), 93. 

Whiteladies, 17, 37, 43, 44, 46, 46, 47, 

48, 69 n., 90. 
Whitemoor, The, 37. 
White Oak Lodge, 68, 73. 
Wolverhampton, 38, 50, 54, 56, 87. 
WooUey, The, 37. 

Worcester (Battle of), 40, 45, 48, 87. 
Wordsley Green Gate, 54. 
Workhouse, The, 7. 
Wrekin, The, 73. 
Wyrley, 66, 67. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Alphabeticallt, and Gbouped in Families. 



Acton, Bev. Dr., 61. 
Amphlett, Bev. M. A., 31. 

Sir B. P., 31. 
Anslow, Moses, 64 n. 
Aalt^Edmond, 67. 

Bagley, Henry, 77. 
Bagnold, Charles, 8, 12. 
Bagot, Admiral, 33. 
Banastre, William, 64. 
Bakbor of Somerford, 41. 

Captain, 41. 

James (or Barber), 77. 

Bobert, 40, 41, 64 n. 
Barmbj, Bev. James, 30. 
Baynham, Artbar, 29. 
Beoke, Alice, 44. 
Beddoes, Dr., 30. 

Berington, Bt. Bev. C, 24, 26, 49, 64 n. 
Bill of Brewood, 41, 64 n., 86. 
Birks, Thomas, 72, 73. 
Blagae, Colonel, 46. 
Blake, Benjamin, 29. 
Bowden, Bev., 61. 
Bray, Bev. Dr., 13. 
Bremner, J. A., 96. 
Brewster, Joseph, 91. 
Bbomhals, Balph de, 40. 
Bromley, Bev. BDger, 27j 79. 
BsooKE, Sir Basil, 47. 

Dorothy, n^e GiSaxd, 47. 
John, 47. 
Brookes, Biohaid, 66. 
Brookholes, Bev. T., 44, 61. 
Brown, Ann, nSe Hnnt» 89. 
George, 89. 
William, 89. 
Brown, Bev. J. H., 27, 29. 
Backham, Bev. John, 69. 



Buckingham, George Duke of, 48. 
Badworth, Bev. W., 11 n., 12, 27, 61, 7a 
Bnlkeley, Owen T. B., 30. 
Burton, Bev. Dr., 30. 
Bobert, 30. 

Calmel (vs. Oiffeurd), 11. 
Cameron, Bev. A. G., 70. 
Careless, Joseph, 68. 
Careless, Bebeooa, n^e Brown, 7n., 11 n., 
89. 
Thomas, 11 n., 29, 91, 93. 
Thomas, the younger, 39, 61, 
80. 
Carles, William, 40, 92. 
Carless, Thomas. See Careless, Thomas, 

the younger. 
Carlos, William. See Carles, William. 
Chambley, William, 70. 
Chandler, Bev. W., 8, 12. 
Chakles the Second, King, 40, 46, 46, 

48, 92. 
Charlton, St. John, 31. 
Chavasse, Sydney, 67. 
Cherrington, Andrew, 11, 
Chetwynd, Sir G., 30. 
Child, Thomas, 8. 
Clare, John, 9 n. 
Clough, Bev. Anthony, 44^ 61. 
Coffin, Francis, 44. 
Coldbatoh, Timothy, 28. 
Collie, Bev. H., 66. 
Collingwood, Hon. Catherine, 23, 60. 

Bev. Bobert, 60. 
Collins, John, 66. 
Cooke, Bev. Dr., 82. 
Cooke, Bev. John, 28 n., 82. 
Cooksey of Bosoobel, 47. 
Corbncion, Peter, 4 n., 37. 
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Cork and Osbert, Mary GoimteBS of, 

14. 
Gomhall, William de, 4. 
GoTisN; John de, 64. 
OovENTET, Bishop of. See Lichfield, 

Bishop of. 
Crateford, Nicholas of, 65. 
Crockett, Henry, 9 n. 
Croft, Bev. Dr., 28, 82. 

Dalton, Biohard, 59 n. 
Davenport, James, 68. 
Davey, Bev. Henry, 51. 
Davies, Bev. H. B., 51. 
Daw of Brewood, 81 n., 95. 

Mary, 78. 

WiUiam, 95. 
Desbt, James Earl of, 48. 
Devon, WiUiam Eaii of, 52. 
Dey, Henry the 65. 
Dicoonson, Bev., 51. 
Dickenson, Bev. J. H., 30. 
Dobbin, John, 65. 

William, 65. 
Dolman, Bev. John, 8, 12. 
DuciE, Lord, 41 n. 
Da Gard, Charles, 12. 
Dnrdent, Walter, 89. 
Dyerson, John, 65. 

Edrych, John, 65. 
Elizabeth, Qaeen, 19. 
Elwell, 0. J., 89. 
Emery of Brewood, 85. 
Emery, Bev. B., 12. 
Evans, the Misses, 88,69, 90. 
Eyre, Bev. E., 51. 

Faatrel, Bev., 51. 
Fenton, Bev. B., 12. 
Femie, John, 85. 
Field, Thomas, 12, 27. 
FiTZHERBEBT of Swinncrton, 47. 
Fleming, H. (clerk), 12. 
FowKE of Brewood Hall, 9, 82. 

Henry, 66. 

John, 66. 

Boger,40. 

Thomas, 82, 66. 

Thomas, the younger, 66. 

William, 82, 76. 
FowKB, Sir F., 87. 
FowKE of Gmuiton, 51. 

Boger, 27, 39, 87. 
Fowke-Hnssey of Little Wyrley, 

32. 
Fowler, Bev. B., 12, 54 n., 77. 



Galway, Jane Viscountess, 14. 
GiPFARD, Pedigree, Fo. 88. 
GiFFARO of Blackladies : — 
Humphrey, 19, 44. 
Eleanor, w^e Warde, 19. 
John, 44, 92. 

Catharine, nie Hawkins, 44. 
of Blackladies and Chilling. 

ton: — 
Peter, 23, 39, 44, 45 n. 
Barbara, n^ Throckmorton, 

23,44. 
GiFFARD of Chillington, 4, 9, 14, 87, 40, 

43, 5L 
Andrew, 88. 

Andrew, the younger, 88. 
Bonaventure, 38. 
Charles, 40 n., 45, 47, 48. 
George, 21. 
GUbert, 21. 
Giles, 21. 

Sir John, 15, 43, 44. 
Elizabeth, Ti^e Greyseley, 15. 
Jane, viSe Horde, 15. 
John, 11th Lord, 19. 
Jeyse, nSe Leveson, 20. 
John, 23. 

Helena Mary, n^ Sutton, 23, 
Margaret, 87. 
Peter, temp, Hewrici II., 4 n, 

37. 
Peter, 18th Lord, 88, 47. 
Bobert, 8th Lord, 24. 
Cassandra, nie Humferstone^ 

24. 
Sir Thomas, 16, 26, 87, 48, 44. 
Dorothy, n^e Montgomery, 17. 
Ursula^ nie Throgmorton, 18. 
Thomas, 16th Lord, 23, 49. 
Mary, nie Thimelby, 22, 23, 

49. 
Thomas, 18th Lord, 23, 24, 44, 

54 n. 
Barbara, n^eThrockmorton, 23. 
Frances, nie Sutton, 24. 
Thomas Joseph, 19th Lend, 28, 

44, 52, 54 n. 
Charlotte, nie Courtney, 52. 
Thomas WiUiam, 5, 6, 39, 52, 

70, 72. 
Charlotte, nie Lantern, 52. 
Walter, 20, 22, 27, 37, 88, 51. 
PhUlippe, nie White, 22. 
Walter Peter, 52. 
GiFFARD of Itchel, 88. 

William. See Bheims, Arch 

bishop of. 
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GiFFABD of Water Eaton, Humphrey, 
44. 
Francis, 44. 
GiFFARD of Whiteladies, 51-! 

Edward, 18, 27, 44, 56, 76. 

Peter, 46. 
Gifford, James, 54 n. 
Gilbert, Mrs., 66. 
Godwyn, William, 65. 
GooBtree, Thomas, 91. 
Graves, Mary, 48 n. 
Greaves, Edward, 84. 
Greene, Joseph T., 41, 68, 86. 
Grene, Richard o*the, 65. 
Grenside, Rev. J. S., 61, 90. 
Grove, Lawrence, 66. 
Grundy, Thomas, 54 n., 86. 

Ha den, Rev. A. B., 12, 13,31, 69, 70. 

Hadley, John, 91. 

Handcocks, Thomas, 77. 

Harrison, Rev. Hamlet, 7 n., 27, 28, 85. 

Hatheeton, Lord, 30. 

Hay John, 67. 

Heath, Ellen, 11. 

Henderson, Thomas, 65. 

Henry Fitz Empress, 37, 52. 

Heyward, Henry the, 65. 

Hickin, Thomas, 77. 

Highley, Richard, 66. 

Hillman, James, 27. 

Hinde, Richard the, 65. 

Holden, Rev. A. A., 31. 

Holland. See Fowke. 

Hordem, Henry, 9 n. 

Horniold, Right Rev. John, 22 n., 24, 

49, 52. 
Hornyold, Captain, 40 n. 
Hoskin, John, 87. 
How, Thomas, 34 n. 
Howard, Hon. and Very Rev. E. J., 6, 69, 

70, 71. 
Hubbard, Rev., 51. 
Huntback, 47 n. 
Hurd, Right Rev. Richard, 27, 29, 

31, 79. 
Hyde of the Hyde, 40. 
Thomas de la, 39. 

Icke, William, 6, 67, 72. 
Inge, Henry, 12. 

James the Second, King, 48 n. 
Jesson, Joseph, 91. 
Jenson of Sandy-lane, 86. 
John Sansteere, 3, 52. 
Johnson, Rev. John, 4^. 



Jones, Rev. Canon, 51. 
Jones, Rev. S., 51. 
Jones, Rev. W., 51. 
Jordan, Richard, 77. 

Katharine of Braoanza, Queen, 46. 
Kavanagh, Rev. T., 51. 
Kemberly, Very Rev. Dr., 13. 
Kemsey, Rev. M., 29. 
Kempson, Rev. E., 9 n., 85. 

Rev. H., 28, 31, 34, 79, 85. 
Kirk, Rev. John, 50, 51. 
Knightley, Dr., 26. 

Lane of the Hyde, 39, 40. 
Jane, widow, 66. 
John, 27. 
Richard, 89. 
Langton, Walter de, 3, 62. 
Lauderdale, Earl of, 48. 
Launder, Isabella, 43. 
Lawson, Charles, 83. 
Lees, William, 81. 
Widow, 7 n. 
Leeke, Ralph, 31. 
Lester and Packe, 77. 
Leveson, James, 76. 
John, 40. 

John, the younger, 40. 
Joan, 76. 
Lichfield, Bishop of. See ComhuU, 
Durdent, Hurd, Langton, 
Lonsdale, Muscamp, 
Northburgh, Peche, 

Weseham. 
Dean of. See Calmell, 
Howard, Kemberley, 
Lindsell. 
Lindsell, Right Rev. Augustin, 12. 
Lister, J. M., 67. 
Littleton, Sir Edward, 27, 29, 79. 

Edward John. See Hather- 
ton. Lord. 
Lloyd's Banking Co., 35. 
Lloyd, Rev. Thomas, 9 n. 
Lonsdale, A. P., 42. 

Right Rev. John, 9, 69, 70. 
Lovatt, Michael, 54 n., 91. 
Lowder, Rev. C. F., 95. 
Lutteleye, Philip de, 64. 
Lyttelton, Edward, 74. 

Marigold, 93. 
Marsden, Rev. Canon, 83. 
Martin, Edward, 48 n. 
Mary Queen of Scots, 20, 39. 
Mason of Ganston. 
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Mason, Colonel George, 39, 87. 

Hon. J. M., 39, 87. 
Mason, Rev. H. B., 29, 31, 86. 
Mason of Somerford, 93. 
Mellor, Hugh, 72. 
Mere, William at the, 65. 
Meyers, Lawrence, 51. 
Mills, Thomas, 72. 
Milner, Sight Bev. John, 50. 
Molineux, Rev. W. H., 31. 
MoNCKTON of Somerford, 9, 31. 

Hon. Edward, 14, 33, 35, 41, 

42, 54, 61, 81 n., 88. 
Sophia, nee Pigott, 41 n. 
Claud, 54 n. 
Edward, 42, 54 n., 72. 
Edward, the younger, 42. 
Emma, 33, 71. 
Francis, 33, 42. 
George, 30, 33, 42, 64 n., 70. 
Henry, 42, 54 n. 
Bev. Inglis G., 70, 
John, 30, 42, 54 n. 
Leonora, 38, 78. 
Philip, 42, 54 n. 
Bobert, 54 n. 
Moody, David, 54 n. . 
MORBTON of EngletoD, 9, 41, 51. 
Matthew, 27. 

Matthew Duoie. See Ducie, 
Lord. 
Moss, Bev. John, 12, 77. 
Moulton, Josiah, 80. 
Muohall, Smith, 54 n. 

Bev. Thomas, 11, 12. 
Mullard, 86. 

Muscamp, Geoffrey de, 3. 
Mytton, WilUam, 65. 

Nary, Bev. James, 51. 
Newe, John, 8. 
Nicholds, Bichard, 91. 
Norfolk Bellfounders, The, 77. 
Northbnrgh, Roger de, 3. 
Northcott, Adam of, 65. 

Obary, John, 91. 

Ochant, John, 65. 

Ochell, John, 65. 

Oldfield, Henry (of Nottingham), 77. 

Oldfield, Thomas, 31, 61, 85. 

O' Sullivan, Bev. M., 51. 

Owen, E. W. S., 31. 

Palmer, Bev. E., 12. 

Parke, William, 41, 76, 79, 87, 92. 

Parker, Nicholas the, 65. 



Parkea, John, 65. 

Paul ton, John, 91. 

Pavier. See Smith, Joseph, Executors 

of. 
Peche, Bishop Richard, 4 n., 37. 
Penderell of Boscobel, 47. 

Joan, 47. 

John, 59 n. 

Richard, 46. 

William, 47. 
Perrott, John, 54 n. 
Phipps, Joseph, 66. 
Pickering, 28. 
Pickford, Rev. Joseph, 30. 
Pigott, Francis, 11. 
Pirr of Pearsehay, 39. 
Thomas, 7 n., 91. 
Plant, John, 54 n. 
Plymlby of Brewood Hall, 41. 

Rev. Henry, 30. 

Thomas, 33. 

Thomas, the younger, 33, 34. 
Pool, William at the, 65. 
Price, Rev. Dr., 28 n. 
Proby, Rev. Baptist J., 12. 
Pylattenhall, Henry de, 64. 

Raven, William, 65. 
Ray, John, 5, 82 n. 
Rhbims, William, Archbishop of, 38. 
Richards of the Malt Shovel, 86.^ 
Richmond, Henry, 51. 
Robert, 51. 
W. A. A., 61. 
Rinlesham, Richard, 12. 
Rochester, Earl of, 46, 47, 52, 59 n., 92. 
Rock, Mary, n^e Howe, 34 n. 

T. P., 34n. 

William, 34. 
Roe, Rev. John, 51. 
Rogers, Rev. Canon, 90. 
Rougleham. See Rinlesham. 
Boulesham. See Bougleham. 
Bowley, Henry of, 65. 
Bushton, Edward, 67. 

Bev. William, 29, 36. 

Salt, Bev. F. G., 69. 
Salt, Thomas, 7 n., 66. 
Sandford, Bev. G. B., 84. 

Felicia, nde Smith, 84. 
Sansone of Brewood, 35. 
Savings* Bank, Trustees of, 35, 36 n. 

67. 
Schirman, Bichard, 65. 
Sheridan, B. B., 41 n., 88. 
Sherratt, Henry, 66. 
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Bempringbamy John de, 39. 
Shirley, FronoiBoo, 47. 
Sihiot, William, 66. 
Simpson, Edwiurd, 80, 83 n. 
Skeffington, William, 76. 
Skinner, Widow, 94. 
Skrymshire, Mary, 66. 
Slater, Thomas, 66. 

Smith, Bey. Dr., 11 n., 80, 81, 61, 81, 
82, 89, 94. 

Felicia, n4e Anderton, 84. 

Jeremiah the Elder, 81. 

Goodeth, 81 n. 

Jeremiah, 81, 89, 91. 

Ann, n^ Brown, 28, 81. 

James, 82 n. 

James Hicks, 78, 81 n., 94, 96, 

96. 
Mary Ann Hioks, nSe Daw, 94.' 
Sarah, 84. 
Smith, John the, 66. 
Smith, Joseph, (rf the Forge, 64 n. 

Exeoators of, 6. 
Smith, Thomas, 8. 
Smyth, Bichard, of Chillington, 66. 
Thomas, of Blaokladies, 66. 
Smythe, William, of Sondeford, 66. 

Chri8tabella» 44. 
Smythe, Colonel, 31. 
George, 31. 
Soane, Sir John, 44. 
SoKBRVOBD of Somerford, 61. 
Frances, 40. 
Geoffrey, 27. 
Bichard de, 64. 
Somerford, Tmstees of, 6, 14, 66, 68, 69. 
Stamford, Margaret, 43. 
Stanton, William, 92. 
Stapleton, Bight Bey. Gregory, 49. 
Stonor, Bight Bev. J. T., 49. 
Stretton, Bobert, 64. 
Stneke (or Stuck), William, clerk, 12, 

66. 
Stuck, William, 66. 

Talbot, Lord, 40. 

Bight Bey. Thomas, 49. 
Tayler, J. H., 29. 
Thimelby of Imham, 22, 49. 
Throckmorton, of Gaughton, 23. 
Thurstons, Walter, 65. 
Tomes, Edward, 30. 
Tongue, Edward, 81 n. 
Tonkes, Bey. William, 12. 



Tonyn, Patrick, 30. 
Tranter, John, 8. 
Twyford, Bobert de, 11. 

XJllathome, Bishop, 90. 

Yauohton of Horsebrook, 42. 
of Pearsehey, 72. 
Thomas, 89, 91. 

Wade, C. See Smith, Joseph, Ezeoutors 

of. 
Wakelem, Samuel, 86. 
Walweyn, John, 62. 

Walhouse, E. J. See Hatherton, Lord. 
Walker, Bobert, 72. 
Wall, Bey. B., 29. 
Walpole, B. H. Yade, 42. 
Walsh, Bight Bey. Thomas, 61. 
Ward of the Four Ashes, Edward, 91. 
Samuel, 66. 
William,64n., 
91. 
Ward, John, 68. 
Way, Benjamin, 86. 
Webb of Sandy Lane, 86. 
Webb, Bey. W., 31. 
Wele, Bichard, 66. 
Weseham, Boger de, 8. 
Wharton, Bichard, 12, 27. 
Whitehouse, William, 67. 
Whorwood, William, 43. 
Wightwidk, George, 31. 
Wilks, Bey. Joseph, 60. 
WiLMOT, Lord. See Boohester, Earl of. 
Wilson, Edward, 67. 
Wiseman, Bight Bey. N., 90. 
Woolrych, William, 68. 
Wootton, William, 7 n. 
Worsey, Edward, 54 n. 
Wright, Bey. J., 51. 
Wright, William, 72. 
Wrottesliy of Wrottesley. 

Hon. Charles, 74. 

Bey. B. J., 12. 

Walier, 78. 
Wrottesley of Somerford, Walter, 40. 
Wyrley and Essington Canal Co., 67. 

Yates, Francis, of Brode, 48. 

Elizabeth, nSe Penderell, 48. 
Francis, of Langlawn, 48 n. 
Margaret, n4e Penderell, 48 b. 
Ann, widow, 48 n. 
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I^ut^oriti^s ixu)i "^.dtxtntzB. 



MANUSCRIPTS. 

Cowrt Bolls of the Manor of Brewood 
and the Members. 

Eyre's Jowmal, 1644. 

Ha/rleiam MSS. 

Inqmsitiones capti snper oomp. Gns- 
todis temporalinm Spiscopat^s Go- 
yentrt et Lich. 15 Edw, II, 

The Same. 35 EdAO. IIL 

Inventorie of Church Chods. 6 Edw. FT. 

Orders of the Commissioners of Ang. 
mentations, 1646 to 1659. 

Priest's Register at Chillington. 

Registers of Baptisms, Marriages, and 
Bnrials in the Parish of Brewood. 

Register of Marriages in the Parish of 
King's Norton. 

Subsi^ Rolls. 88 Edtv. IIL 

Survey of Prebend, Paflrsonage, wnd 
M<mor of Breude, by the Parliamen. 
tary Commissioners, 1649. 

Vestry Minutes of the Parish of Bre- 
wood. 

WUUam Salt MSS. Lots 1746, 1756. 

BOOKS. 

Admission Register of Manchester 
School ; published by the Cheetham 
Society. 

Bandrandi Pcbrisini Oeographia. 

Bihliotheca BritcmrUca. 

Bloant's Boscohel. 



Brewoodf with extracts from the Ash- 

molecm and Hunthcteh's MSS., by the 

Hon. Charles Wrottesley, M.A. 
Bnrke's Landed Gentry. 
Carlisle's Endowed Schools. 
Charter of the Free School in Birming. 

ham, abstracted, with Letters, by the 

Bev. Spencer Madan. 
Cherry's Portradtwre of Horses. 
ChilUngton, with abstracts of deeds, by 

Colonel the Hon. George Wrottesley. 
Collier's Dictionary. 
Cox's Magna Britannia. 
Doomsday Book. 

Dngdale's Ancient Usage of Arms. 
Eyton's Antiquities of Shropshire. 
Ey ton's Cistercia/n Priory of Brewood. 
Fernie's The Poll for Western Division 

of Staffordshire, 1868. 
Flannagan's History of ths Church in 

England. 
Fronde's History of England. 
Gnillim's Display of Heraldry, with Sir 

George Mackenzie's Tmct of Pre- 

cedency. 
Harwood Erdeswick's Survey of Stafford- 

shire. 
Her Majesty's Mcuils, by W. Lewins. 
Hill's (W. T.) Remains. 
Hook's Church Dictionary. 
Hook's Lives of the Archbishops of 

Canterbury. 
King Charles's Narrative. 
Lingard's History of England. 
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Milner's Letters to a Prebendary. 
Mosley'fl History of Tuthury. 
Noble's History of the College of Arms. 
Notes and Collections relating to Bre- 

wood. 
Pa/rUamevds of Englomd, by H. Stooks 

Smith. 
Plott*B Nalm/ral History of Staffordshire. 
Report of the Charity Oommissioners, 

1821. 
Bobinson's Annual Register^ 1792.| 
Series of Views illnstrative of Bosoobel 

Tracts. 
Shaw's Staffordshire ; Unpublished 

Sheets. 
State Papers (Domestic). 
Subscriptions for the Defence of the 

Nation. Gonnty of Stafford, 1798. 
Taxatio Ecclesiastica. 
Valor Ecclesiasticus. 
Wilh's's Milred Ahhies. 



Wolverhampton Civic Saturnalia. 
Wotton's Baronetage. 

PERIODICALS. 

Catholic Magazine and Becord. 
Gentleman's Magazine. 
Gentleman's Magazine. New Series. 
Guardian. (Newspaper.) 
Herald and G^ealogist. 
Lichfield Diocesan Church Calendar. 
London Gazette. 
Manchester Courier. 
Midland Counties Express. 
Notes and Queries. 
S. James' Magazine. 
Staffordshire Advertiser. 
Statutes at large. 
Tablet. (Newspaper.) 
Wolverhampton Chronicle. 
Wonderful Magazine. 
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The Name is probably connected with the Roman town of Penno- 
cruoiam, and readers mnst not be startled when told that it is 
synonymons with Frightful Wood. It has been shown almost to a 
certainty that Pennocrncium was situate where the Biver Penk 
crosses the Watling Street at Stretton Mill; and that Horsebrook 
was, and Brewood may have been, a suburb of Pennocrncium.* It is 
notorious that the Roman towns left in ruins by the devastations of 
the Picts and Scots (and no doubt Pennocrncium must have been 
then devastated, as even its actual site has been doubtful) were believed 
for centuries afterwards to be the abode of Evil Spirits. (The name 
of the Parish is spelt " Brewode " in the records of the fourteenth 
century; the verb "Bre"isused in Chaucer in the sense of to 
frighten; and " Breyde " to run away, the ordinary act of alarm; 
and a lane in the Township of Brewood, towards Eaddemore, now 
fltopt, was called Spirit Lane. — /. 8, G.) 

Situate in Staffordshire, in the Hundred of Cuttlestone, Brewood, 
on its western side, adjoins Shropshire, from which it is separated by 
the Shire Lane. Grossing the parish from south to north, the 
Biver Penk, though not a recognised, is a natural boundary between 
Stafford and Salop, the parish eastward of the Biver having the 
moorland character of one county, to the westward the undulating 
features of the other. All undulation is more or less volcanic, and 
ilie earthquakes which ran along the west of England on Nov. 4ith, 
1678, on Nov. 9th, 1852, and October 6th, 1863, were all very 
smartly felt in and about the town of Brewood, where the red sand- 
stone lies very near the surfietce. 

The site of the town is an edge of table land sloping somewhat 
abruptly, but pleasantly, to east and south, and is a sunny spot 
where population would naturally settle. The Forest would give 
the Town importance, the Forest Courts would be held there; what 
Mansfield was to Sherwood, what Lyndhurst was to the New Forest, 
Brewood Town would be to the Forest of its name. 

• Harwood'B Brdeswick's Swrvey of Staffordshire! Cot* a Magna Britannia; 
Notes and Colleciiona relating to Brewood, 

B 
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Thb Manor of Brewood was one of the earliest possessions of the 
Bee of Meroia.* " Before the Conqiiest," says Collier, '* the Bishops 
of the Dioeese had their Palace at Brewood" — ^though according to 
Denne, Palace is the term appropriated to the residence of a Bishop 
in the City, which gave name to the See; their other residences were 
called Manor Houses f or Castles.^ The " capital Messuage and 
dose," which was the Episcopal residence at Brewood, is tradi- 
tionally believed to have occupied the east end of the Market Place; 
then probably an open Qreen extending between the Bargate and 
Newport Streets to the spot where the road from Newport forks, 
still called High Green. Some low timber-bnilt houses, eyidently 
the remains of a larger building, and an ancient arched doorway^ 
remain. The Manor House would adjoin the north side of the 
Churchyard, and in digging graves beyond the line of yew trees, 
being the part annexed in 1825, several very substantial foundations 



* A.D. 656, Bishc^ of Meroiai who sabseqaently 1 
669, Bishope of Lichfield. 
786, Arohbishop of Lichfield. 
799, Bishops of Lichfield. 
1075, Bishops of Chester. 
1065, Bishops of Coventry. 
1185, Bishops of Coventiy aad Liohfield, 
1661, Bishops of Liohfield and Coventry. 
1836, Bishops of Liohfield. 
f Dr. Hook's Lives of the Archbishops of Ccmterhury, yol. ii. p. 556, note. 
X Thns the Bishop's Palace and Throne were at Lichfield, and his Baronial 
Castle at Booleshall ; while at Brewood, Longdon, and elsewhere he had simply 
a Manor Hoase. 
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are Found. The Sandy Lane woald be the boundary of the Manor 
House premises, on (heir north side, the town probably reaching 
down l&e Hill to the Brewood Water; the oldest parts of the town 
being evidently Sandy Lane, Dean Street, and the Pavement. 

Tn Doomsda/y Book " the Bishop of Chester holds Breude." The 
temporalities were retained for some thne in the hands of the 
Crown on the deaths of Bishops Geoffrey de Muscamp in 1208; of 
Walter de Langton in 1322 ; and of Roger de Northburgh in 1860: 
King John occupied the Manor House on several of his progresses; 
and gwre his Boyal Licence to the Bishop for enclosing a Park in his 
wood at Brewood. Bishop BiQger de Weseham died here in 1258, 
having resigned his See three years before: Brewood Manor had 
probably been assigned to him as a provision on his resignation. 
There is no record of any Bishop having afterwards occupied the 
residence. In 1322 the " capital Messuage with garden and close " 
was returned by the Receiver as rented at eighteenpence a year, 
though estimated at forty pence. It was then probably in a dilapi« 
dated oondition, — as it is nowhere mentioned in the inquiry of 1361, 
it had then probably become ruinous. 

The site of the Bishop's Pabs is well known ; the farm on it is still 
called the Park Farm — and the Lodge in its immediate neighbour- 
hood doubdess occupies the site of the Keeper's Lodge (fiuftodk 
Domus)^ -more than once mentioned in the accounts of the royal 
Receivers. 

The value of the Episcopal property at Brewood at different 
periods can be ascertained. In Boomedcey Bock it is described as '^ in 
the time of King Edward ^' (the Confessor), ^ ten pounds, now one 
hundred shillings." In the TaoGoMo Ecclesiagtiea (tempore EdwcuroH J.) 
«t thirty-eight pounds and four shillings.* In the Valor EcdedcaUisus 
(tempore Hmrici VIIL) at €fty-eight pounds two shillings and eleven- 
pence. There were two water-mills (one a falling mill), valued in 
Doomsday Book at eight shillings a year, in the ToodoMo EedeeioMca 
at sixty shillings, in the reign of Edward the Third, at between five 
and six pounds. Probably the Fulling Mill stood at Brewood 
Forge — the other Mill at Engleton, 

Ta£ Bishop was Lord Paramount of Brewood; the subinfcuda- 

* For the value in 1322 of the Manor and other Spiacopal property in 
Brewood — See Ap^^enMo, 

B 2 
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tions — viz., the Deanery Manor, Aspley, Bromhall, Chillington,* 
Coven, Engleton, Gnnston, and Somerford, doing to him Knight's 
service and suit in his Court. At the Conquest there were -in 
the Manor eight serfs (bondsmen to the Lord without any 
certain tenure of land), twenty-four villains (adsoripti gleboB, 
who held land burdened with certain servile duties), and seven- 
teen boors (holding land on condition of supplying the Lord 
with certain small provisions for his board^. In the time of 
Edward the First, the rents of Assize were twenty-one pounds 
yearly — the view of frankpledge was worth fifteen shilling^, the 
aids of villains amounted to thirty shillings yearly, and the other 
perquisites of the Court to thirty shillings more. In 1322, twenty 
shillings was received for frankpledge, and twelve shillings as the 
aids or acknowledgments of the villains. In 1361, between twelve 
and fifbeen pounds was received from the rents of Assize both of 
freemen and natives — ^but only two shillings had been received for 
pleas and perquisites in the Manor Court, " because during the 
Receivership no quarrels or attachments had happened whence more 
could be levied." In Henry the Eighth's time the perquisites of the 
Court were thirteen shillings and fourpence. In Edward the 
Third's time, the villains ploughed for the Lord for three days a 
year, or paid threepence a day : there were several customs payable 
to the Lord. On the Feast of S. Michael, Stuck, which appears to 
have been for maintaining the Flood-gates in the Brooks which 
watered the meadow lands ; Stuck, being probably Stock or Prison, 
as would now be said Dam — on the Feast of S. Mark, Frythjpenny 
(or Frankpledge) and Carriage of Salt — on the Feast of S. Martin, 
Take of Pigs. The Giffards of Chillington long held the Manor on 
a Lease of Lives from the Bishop,t and are now, by purchase of 
the reversion from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, seized in fee. 

As connected with the Manor, it may be mentioned here that in 
1221 Henry the Third granted a Charter to William de ComhuU, 
Bishop of Lichfield, to hold a markbt every Friday at Brewood, and 

* Biohard Pecke, Bishop of Goventry, confirmed the grant of Chiilington 
from Peter Gorbacipn to Peter GifEard — {Vide post ^Itboob SttbttdbEll)* 
Extract from the Hunthach's M88., by the Hon. Gharles Wrotte^ley. 

f The earlieet existing Gonrt Boll is dated the sixth of March, 1653 : John 
GifiPdrd, E:«q., was then the Lord. 
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Friday continued to be marketrdaj here till the disoon tin nance of 
the market at the end of the last century. The Market Cross fell 
down in 1810, just as preparations were making for celebrating the 
majority of the late Mr. Gifiard, and the market pump was 
destroyed in a bonfire on the fifth of November, 1837. The Fair 
is on the 19th of September — there was, till lately, a fair held also 
in May — the names of the Bargate and Broadgate Houses mark 
where the Lords of the Manor took their tolls on these occasions. 
Until 1842, the September Fair closed at midday, and the Leet 
Court was opened by procession — the staves carried on the occasion 
are still at the Swan Inn,* and the Leet Court concluded by a 
dinner to the copyholders. 

* Two of these staves, thQ g^ft of the Owner of the Swan Inn, are in my 
library. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Cj^B JeRiitrg, 



Brewood was till 1846 a Pecaliar of the Dean of Lichfield, exempt 
from Archidiaconal Visitation. The Dean had been from time imme- 
morial Patron and appropriate Rector of Brewood, Prebend of 
Brewood and Adbaston, and Lord of the Deanery Manor in Brewood. 
In the Taxatio Ecclesiastica the joint Prebend is valned at £26 ISs. 4d. 
per annam; in the Valor Ecclesictsticus at £40, and the revenues of 
^e Dean, as Bector of Brewood, at £30 a year. In 1649, according 
to The Swrvey of the Prebend Fcvrsonage and Manor of Brewood by 
the Parliamentary Commissioners, the rectorial tithes were leased at 
£40 a year; the lessee of " Brende Rectory" (the tithes of Brewood 
Park and Chillington were leased separately) being bound " to keep 
*' in repair the Manor House and the Chancel of the Church, and 
*' to give a payment to the Dean twice a year, if he oome to preach in 
*' the church at Breude." The date of the lease is the 4 Caroli 1, 
(1629), and the older parts of the present Manor House, known as 
the Dean's Hall, are probably about that date. No mention of any 
Manor House or Messuage is made in the Valor Ecdesiaetictu, In 
1842 the tithes were commuted, and the annual income to the Lessees 
of the Dean was settled as follows : — 

£ 8. d. 

To T. W. Giihffd, Esq 452 12 

G. Wade and J. Payier (Exeonton of Joseph Smith, of 

the Forge) 99 3 

William Icke 100 9 

SirB.H.Iiig]isaiidO.Boadhier(TrDBteeaof Somerford) 1,275 13 1 

1,927 17 1 
In 1868, on the death of tiie Hon. and Rev. E. J. Howard, D.D., 
the temporalities passed to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, the 
adrowson to the Bishop of the Diocese. 
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C^e faris^. 



The Parish is divided into the Township of Brewood, and the 
liberties of Chillington, Coven, Engleton, Gnnston and the Hattons, 
Horsebrook, Kiddemore and Somerford, each of which maintains its 
roads separately. Six Overseers of the Poor are annnally elected in 
Vestry ; the fonr first names being recommended to the Magistrates 
for admission. Formerly the fonr Overseers were elected as for 
Coven, Brewood &c., Chillington Ac,, and Somerford &c, ('* the 4 
quarters of the Parish "), and separate acconnts were kept of the 
relief in each Liberty — ^but an uniform rate is made for the entire 
Parish, which is now in the Penkridge Union, to which it elects 
four Guardians. The premises called " the Old Workhouse " are 
situate in the lane leading to Kiddemore, between the Churchfields 
and the Hockerill. Some time at the end of the last century,* 
the Poor were removed to other premises, which in 1837 became the 
Workhouse of the Penkridge Union, for which purpose it was con- 
siderably enlarged. In 1872 the Poor of the Penkridge Union were 
removed to the New Union Workhouse at Cannock. The premises 
which are the property of the Churchwardens of the parish as 
Trustees of the Dole Funds are now unoccupied.f 

* I have been nnable to trace the exact date, bnt in the Manor Oonrt Bolls 
the present Workhonse Premises are described in 1796 as late in the possession 
ol Thomas Salt, bnt now of Widow Lees ; in 1801, as late in the possession of 
Widow Lees, late of William Wootton, noW of the Overseers of the Poor. On 
the 17th September in the latter year it was ordered in Vestry that Notices be 
served on the following persons to quit premises occupied by Paupers, and whose 
rent had late been paid by the Parish — viz., Mrs. Bebecca Careless, Mr. Pitt, 
the Rev. Hamlet Harrison. 

t For Doles — See Appendix, 
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The ancient office of Churchwarden wonld seem to have been in 
abeyance daring great part of the Interregnum of the seventeenth 
century — Churchwardens having ceased to be elected in 1646, 
simultaneous with the dose of the Incumbency of the Reverend 
William Chandler — and the entire municipal duties of the Parish 
would seem to have been exercised by the "Constable of the 
Constablewick of Brewood," to whom " lewnes " or levies were 
granted. In 1654 " John Dolman, Minister," appears to have 
attended in Vestry for the first time, and two Churchwardens were 
elected and chosen, bat the lewnes from time to time continued to 
be granted to the Constable, until in October, 1658, *' John Dolman, 
Minister,*' again attended, and "a whole lewne was granted to John 
'* Newe and Thomas Child^ Churchwardens of the Parish of 
" Brewood;" in February following "two whole lewnes" were 
granted to the Overseers-^viz., the two Churchwardens and four 
others — and from that time the Parish Officers have continued to 
be annually elected as at present. 

Whenever the name of " John Dolman, Minister " is appended to 
the Yestry minutes, it follows the signatures of the two Church- 
wardens; his predecessor Chandler, and his successor Bagnold, 
always head the list of names — it will be recollected that the 
assumption of the Chair in Yestry by the Incumbent was of 
Laadian origin. 

For ecclesiastical purposes two districts have been created in the 
Parish — that of S. John the Evangelist at Bishops wood in 1852, 
and that of S. Paul Coven in 1858.* 

A propos of Churchwardens, it is recorded in the Minutes of 4th 
March, 1643, of Thomas Smith and John Tranter, the outgoing 
Churchwardens, "that there remaines due unto them laid out of 
their purse over and above the summe of £2 3s., which sum they 
are contented to get by law or otherwise, of such parties in 
y« Parish as are behinde of their lewnes and other payments." An 
example it would be well if modem Churchwardens would follow, 
as for the in-coming Churchwardens to reimburse their predecessors 
such sums "laid out of their purse " is clearly illegal. 

The latest Perambulations of the Parish were in 1838 and 1861. . 

* ^0% Appendxce$. 
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"In the Appendix will be found a fragment of a mionie of the 
former — ^and a newspaper report of the latter. 

In the Church the Chancel is Early English; the Tower and 
Nave, Perpendicular. The Church was re-roofed and its entrances 
and windows altered in 1776-7, and it was re-pewed in 1827 — ^in 
neither case were the alterations improYements — when re-roofed the 
transverse gables of the south aisle were destroyed. Until 1827 the 
Chancel possessed stalls and a screen, and was approached by steps ; * 
none of ^hese were replaced. In 1880 a faculty was obtained to 
take down the old pews, sitting-places, and galleries, and to empower* 
certain Commissionersf to allot the new pews and sittings. The 
pews have the usual fault of being too high — however, only two in 
the nave, those attached to the Mansions of Chilling^on and Somer- 
ford respectively, are square — ^they adjoin, and their partitions were 
formerly much higher than the other pews ; they were reduced to an 
uniform height on the occasion of a visit of the Bishop of Lichfield 
to Brewood, at Whitsuntide, 1851. The Spire was repaired in 1772 
and again in 182 ; on the latter occasion it was rebuilt from the 
second (the central) tier of windows.^ 

In the Chancel are 4 altar tombs, with recumbent figures of 
the Gifiards of Chillington, of the Tudor and early Stuart period ;§ 
there are mural monuments of the families of Fowke and Holland, 
Moreton of Engleton, Monckton of Somerford, and others. Monu- 
ments of other &>milies in the Parish are said to have stood in the 
Church, and either to have been removed or buried under the 
floor at the alterations. One tablet, sometimes called the Leveson 
Tablet, was in 1863 found in the Station Master's Premises at the 
Four Ashes, and has been replaced in the Church. Its inscription is 
given in the Appendix. 

The Wake is the Sunday following the nineteenth of September; it 

* Ashmolean M88., No. 863, jp. 28. 

t Tbe "Rev, Thomas Lloyd, Vicar of Albrighton ; the Bey. John Glare, Vicar 
of Bnshbnry ; the Rev. Edwin Kempson, of Blymhill, Clerk; Henry Hordem, 
of Wolverhampton, and Henry Crockett, of Little Onn, Gentlemen. 

{ This is well remembered by many residents in Brewood, but I have been 
unable to ascertain the exact year, an hiatus occurring in the Minutes of the 
Vestry, other than the Select Vestry, from 1818 to 1824. 

§ Vide post C|[e 
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has been before mentioned tibat the Fair is now held on that day, but 
nntil the change of Style it was held on the eighth, the Festival of the 
Nativily of the Blessed Virgin.* The fair would therefore be held 
on the anniversary of the Feast of Dedication, the wake on the Sunday 
in the Octave. Fairs dependent on Feasts, other than moveable 
Feasts, were by implication excepted from the operation of the Act, 
24 Oecyrgii II., for correcting the Calendar. The change of Siyle was 
very unpopular in the rural districts ; and the parishioners of Brewood 
would appear to have asserted their right not to change the day of 
their Fair. In 1 835, Bull-baiting at the Wake was discontinued, and 
Horse-races substituted; however, the ring and staple to which the 
bull was tethered are still in the Market-place, having been care- 
fully preserved as a relic of bygone customs, when the pavement was 
replaced by macadam. Ten years ago it was statedf that '* Brewood 
Wake, having successfully lost its Bull-baiting and its Horse-races, 
had dwindled to 2 cake-stalls and 2 public-house balls ; " but in later 
years shows and sports have returned. 

When Edward the Sixth's Commissioners visited Brewood 
Church there were four Bells ; there are now six, the inscriptions 
upon which are appended; and they would all seem to have been 
made, or at least to have been recast, since 1552. In 1638, the 
period of Church restoration under Laud and Juxon, *' 3 whole 
lewnes were layd and levied for and towards the payment of a new 
BeH lately provided by the said Churchwardens for the use and 
service of the Church.'' This was most probably the existing 
Ghreat Bell. The legality of the lewne may be doubted — ^first, 
because the rate was clearly made for a retrospective purpose; and 
secondly, because it excused those who had voluntarily contributed; 
but such parochial illegalities were in accordance with the Laudian 
policy. An Evening BeHX was rung from Allhallowmas to Candlemas ; 
whether it had come down from the days when the Canonical Hours 
of Prayer were marked by the tolling of a Bell, or whether it had 
originated in the convenience of the inhabitants as a signal during 
the winter months to cease work, is hard to say. There used to be 
rung at the conclusion of the midday Service each Sunday a bell, 

* Cox's Magna Britannia, 

f Wolverhampton Chronicle, 28th September, 1864. 

X See Appendix, 
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popnlarly called the Padding Bell, and one for a quarter of an honr 
up to eleven a.m. on Shrove Tuesday called the Pancake Bell. 

In William Salt's Librabt at Staflfbrd, the record of two Briefs 
in aid of this parish for collection throughout England and Wales 
and Berwick-upon-Tweed have been found. The one granted the 
second of August, 1788, to be made on the first of September for the 
benefit of Andrew Cherringtou* whose bakehouse in Brewood had 
been burnt down on the first of May previous, and in fevour of 
Ellen Heath, Widow, whose dwelling at Preston, in the parish of 
Penkridge, had been burnt down on the nineteenth of April previous. 
The aggregate damage stated at £833 13s. 6d. The other granted 
the third of December, 1816, to be made on the fifteenth of February, 
" for a sudden and terrible fire broke out in Park Lane, in the parish 
" of Brewood, in the dwelling-house of Francis Pigott, Yeoman ; " 
the damage having been £334 6s. 

The Vicar's Income in Henry the Eighth's time was 
£6 17s. 8d. per anmim; in 1646 it was £20 per annum; in 
1737 it was £50 per annum, " including Easter dues, " Surplice 
fees, and Queen Anne's bounty. "t In 1793 the reverend 
Thomas Muchall succeeded in establishing his claim as against the 
Dean of Lichfield to all small tithes in the parish of Brewood, 
except the tithes x)i com, grain, hay, wool, and lambs. (Gahnell vs. 
Oiffwrd, Staffordshire, 9 June, 1797.) J In 1842 the Vicarial tithes 
were commuted at £670 per an/num. The following is a list of the 
Vicars, so feu* as has been ascertained: — 

1276. Sir Bobert de Twyford — ^from an oider of Presentatioii by the Dean and 
Gbapter of Lichfield. § 

* In 1786, Thomas Careless, of Brewood, School Heater, was admitted as 
tenant of the Lord to a close or piece of land in the Liberty of Horsebrook, in 
the possession of Andrew Cherrington ; in 1828 the rererend Jeremiah Smith, of 
Manchester, D.D., was nnder the Will of his annt Bebecoa, the wife of William 
Qreen, late the Widow of Thomas Careless^ admitted tenant of " Cherrington 
Piece." 

t Memoir of the Bey. William Bndworth. Ctentlemcuy^a Magazine, Angast, 
1792. 

X Confirmed on appeal in the Court of Exchequer, 1806. 

§ Eztra(Bted in Notes amd Collections relating to Brewood,, fa 104. The aiBx 
of Clericns or Clerk in the records of the period marks the University Graduate, 
Clergymen non-graduatesi as we should now say literates, have the prefix of 
" Sir." 
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1294. Biohard Boalesham, or Boalegfaam, or Binlesham, Beotor of Gropenfaale, 
dated a receipt for his tithes from Gropenhale at Brewode, and possibly 
held both Ityings. 

1361. William Stnche, Clerk (from the Subsidy rolUf 38 Edw. III.). 

1539. Hem^ Fleming, Clerk (from the Valorr Eccleaiasticus), 

1553. Sir Biohard Wharton. 

1623. Edward Palmer. 

Angastin Lindsell, STP, Dean of Lichfield ; 1632 Bishop of Peterborough ; 
1634 Bishop of Hereford. Ohiit eodem, 

1634. William Chandler. 

I have not been able to trace whether this Incumbent was deprived by 
the Commission of Tryers or not ; the last Vestry Minate with his sig- 
nature, '* Goliel ; Chandler, Vicar," is dated 28th April, 1645. To a 
minute of 31st March following is appended the name of "William 
Chaunler, Minister," apparently in the handwriting of the Vestry 
Clerk. I have found a register " Buried was Anne Chandler, wid., the 
14th of December, 1664." 

1646. John Dolman, Minister, " approved according to the Ordynance for the 
approbation of Publicque Preachers." The last date of his signature 
to the Vestry Minutes is 9th November, 1662, so he would appear 
not to have been among those ejected on S. Bartholomew's Day that 
year. 

1663. Charles Bagnold. 

1664. Biohard Emery. 
1696. William Tonkes, 

1715. Charles Du Gard, Jesus College, Cambridge. A.B., 1713 ; A.M., 1719. 
1729. John Moss. 

A John Moss of Trinity College, Ozford^graduated B.A^ 1706. If he 

was this Vicar, who was 85 years of age at his death in 1737, he must 

have been 51 years old when he graduated. 
1737. William Budworth, Head Master of the Grammar School; Perpetual 

Curate of Shareshill. 
1746. Biohard Fenton, Emmanuel College. A.B., 1740 ; A.M., 1745. 

Henry Inge. 
1760. Biohard Fowler, Balliol College. B.A., 1754. 
1762. Thomas Fielde, Head Master of the Grammar School. 
1769. Thomas Muchall, Emmanuel College. A.B., 1752. He was also for 40 

years Curate of Longdon, near Lichfield, where he was buried, and 

seems to have generally resided. 
1804. Baptist John Proby, Trinity College, Cambridge. 7th Junior Optimo. 

A.B.,1785; A.M., 1788. 
1830. Alexander Bunn Haden. S. Edmund Hall. B. A., 1810 ; M.A., 1813. 
1863. Edward John Wrottesley, University College. B. A., 1838 ; M.A., 1841. 

The Vicarage House stood west of the Chnrchyard, fronting an 
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avenne of cbesnut trees, which had the name of the Dean's Walk. 
It was pulled down in 1864, when the present Vicarage House, 
which had been built by the Bev. A. B. Haden, the deceased Vicar, 
for a private residence, and by him called Glmsley,* was purchased. 
The old House had evidently been built at the beginning of the last 
century, when Queen Anne's Bounty gave such a stimulus to the 
rebuilding and enlargement of Parsonages. The foundations 
showed that the site had been occupied by a smaller building, 
probably a Priest's House, such as may still be found in remote and 
poor Vicarages, consisting of parlour, kitchen, and two bedrooms. 
The Vcdor EcdesiasUcus records neither Glebe nor Manse among the 
holdings of the Vicar of Brewood, but the Survey of the Prebend^ 
ParsoTiagej and Manor of Brewood (1649) states " there is a little 
" Vicarage House at Brewood with a small back side; there is no 
" glebe belonging to the Vicarage except the Churchyard."t When 
the trees in the G-arden were grubbed up, some human bones were 
found. Five years before, in digging the foundations of the 
National Schools, on adjoining land, two full-grown human skeletons 
were found not more than two feet in the ground — they had, appa- 
rently, been buried without coffins. The Libbabt, formed by 
Dr. Bray and his associates, consists of seventy-two volumes, 
adapted for Divinity studies. In 1719, Dr. Kemberley, then Dean 
of Lichfield, added Fiddes's Body of Divvnity, 

* DiBANSPiiBLD was also the private property of the Bev. A. B. Haden. He 
bnilt the House there in 1833, and resided there till he removed to Elmsley in 
1860. 

t There is now certain glebe land at Walsall purchased by Qaeen Anne's 
Bounty in 1746. 
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C^e di^l^anal. 



The Ghakcel is a rectorial peculiar in every iParish, and should 
have a distinct notice. There are fonr separate leases of the Rec- 
torial Tithes of Brewood, the one to the Trustees of Somerford, 
which lease includes the Deanery (or Rectorial) Manor, being 
charged with the repair of the Chancel. The Hon. Edward 
Monckton (the first of the family who owned Somerford) formed a 
vault under the Sanctuary, and there are mural monuments to 
himself and his widow, to his mother Jane, Dowager of the first 
Viscount Galway, and to his sister Mary, Countess Dowager of 
Cork and Orrery, besides a tablet containing the names of all his 
children, whether buried at Brewood or elsewhere. But it is as the 
burial-place of the Giffards of Chillington under the floor of the 
Chancel that the Church is most interesting. There are four altar 
tombs to this family, which monuments, and those whom they 
commemorate, may be described as follows: — 
The First 

Three Recumbent Fiqubes. 
Centre, — A Eoiight, in plate armour over coat of mail; gold 
chain and spurs; black hair and beard. The helmet, crested 
with a panther's head, and wreathed blue and yellow, sup- 
ports the head. A lioncel supports the feet. 
Deader, — ^A Lady, plaited hair and coif; close-fitting bodice with 
breast-knots ; manteau mth hanging sleeves ; gold chain, and 
collar. 
Simster. — ^A Lady, attired of the same; with frill, gold chain 
and collar. 
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Legend.^'^m lytfe tfee bobj of Sir lofen (Ssff^^be of Cfeil- 
Itngton in % Cmmtie td Staff mrb, ^fin^fet, fer^o be^attA iSgiB 
tcHnsitorje Ijf % riij bag (A |[obrmber in % jeatt of mxr 
JTorbE (Sob m?txm\in on iolim Btmh ^mB \pSsz mertge ^men. 

Shields. — Centre — ^Azure; 3 stirrups leathered, Or; Motto — 
^pren^ alaine tixt^ forte. 

Sir John GiflTord, Knight, 9th Lord of Chillington. 
1509, 1518, 1526, and 1531, High Sheriff of Staf- 
fordshire. 
1535, a Eoyal Gommissioner to value the Ecclesias- 
tical possessions in the Archdeaconry of Stafford. 
1542, High Sheriff again. 
Dexter — The shield of Gifford; impaled. Or a raven 
Sable in chef. 

Legend — 10|^ ®iffoibt ^ane ^oorbt 
The daughter of Sir Thomas Hoorde, of Bridgnorth. 
The Ashmolean M88.y No. 853, page 28, Armo, 
1680, " Brewood Church," mention an alabaster 
monument, south of the entrance into the Chancel, 
inscribed '*Hic jacet Johanna quondam uxor 
domini Johis GifSurd dome de Chillington qu89 
obiit .... die anno Dom 1481."* No 
trace of this monument remains. 
Sinister — ^The shield of Gifford; impaled. Sable 
a lion ramjumt Or gorged gules; quar- 
terly vairy Or and gule8.t 
Legend— ^ajpi (Sifforbt (f li^etjfe (&tts&kj^ 
The daughter of Sir William Greseley, Knight^ 
Lord of Castle Grreseley and Colton. 
IssuB. — 18 Statuettes. 

1, His successor, attired as recumbent on his own 
monument. Vide post, 

* Extracted by the Hon. Gharles Wrottesley, M^^. In the Pedigree of 
Qifaard, 1663 (vide post)^ she is recorded as died 8 Deoemb. 1492. 

t The device of Sir William Greseley was vairy, argent and g^les. Gnillim's 
Heraldry, The present device of the Gresley family is vairy, ermine and gales. 
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2, Ursula. ^ 

3, Cassandra, f Vide Pedigree (post), 

4, Dorothy. J 

13 infants, all swaddled. 

Frances, the daughter of Sir John, by his second wife. 
See Pedigree, 
The Second. 
Three Recumbent Figures. 

Centre. — ^A Knight, in plate armour over coat of mail; gold 
chain (the spurs have been evidently broken off) ; head par- 
tially bald, with black hair and beard ; the helmet, crested 
and wreathed as before, supports the head ; a lioncel the feet. 
Dexter, — A Lady, attired as the two ladies on the first monu- 
ment with frill and gold chain. 
Sinister, — A Lady, cap and veil; a manteau, with short sleeves, 
puffed and skushed above the elbows, over a close fitting 
bodice, with breast-knots; frill, gold chain and collar. On 
the foot of her right skirt a pug of the smallest size; from 
her girdle hangs by a long chain a pomander or '* pouncet 
box."* 

Legend.— '^fxt Ijet^ % koby of Si. ^lonm ffijfferb of Cfegl- 

Ipton ^ ^ic^ kpartd^ ^ ttwoAttatigt Igffe % nirij bag of 

in % 12m of 0"*' lorbe (Sob m^'b^k anb Ursula 1^ 

oj^k^ bt^arteb UpB ixsmiotjf Iffit % * * . * bag of 

; ♦ . » in % jm of o''- lorb jjob m'tlH- . ♦ . ♦ 

on fo^ose sonk jesns ^e mtc^ amen* 

Shields. — Centre — Giffard as above. 

Sir Thomas Qiffard, Knight, 10th Lord of Chilling- 
ton ; Bailiff and Keeper of the Bishop's Park, and 
Bailiff of the Episcopal Manor, both at Brewood ; 

* Vide King Hen/ry the Fowrth, Faxt L, Act 1, go. iii. 

t EWdently her name was inaoribed on the tomb at the time of its erection, at 
her hnsband's death, blanks being left for the day of the month and the last 
figures of the decade in the year. It was anticipated she wonld not oatlive the 
oentnry.— F. B, N, There is space for two letters after the word **amk/' 
BO that it conld be pinralised. 
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Seneschal of the Prioiy of S. Leonard, called 
Whiieladies. 
1530, High Sheriff of Staffordshira 

1552, A royal oommissioner for taking inventory, 
and converting to the E^ix^'s oae any Gk>odii 
remaining m any Churches, Chapels, Brother- 
hoods, Gnilds or BVatemities within the Arch- 
deaconry of Sti^ord. 

1553, A Knight of the Shire in Parliament. 

1554, High Sheriff again. 

Dexter^The shield of Giffard, impaled with six. 
ahields. 
McunhaUed, — 1, Or, an eagle displayed Aznre.* 

2, Ermine, a bordare Sable, 
charged with 7 horseshoes. 
Or. 

3, Or, two chevrons braced 
Sabla 

4, Or, a chevron Iccenged, Or 
and Gnles connter-changed. 

5, Or, barred in chef Sable, a 
fret of the same. 

6, Or, a frette Gules, cantoned 
of the field a fleiur-de-lis, 
Azure. 

Legend.— %\mstA (&^sfisA $010% ^P^ontgomnrg. 

The daughter and co-heiress of Sir John Mont- 
gomery. 
Smister — The shield of Giffard, impaled with seven shields. 

McurshaUed^-l^ Gules, a chevron gemelles SaUe asid 
Or. 

2, Or, a fess nebule in chef Saible, 

3, Or, a fess nebule in chef Gules, three 

* On the long window in the Hall of Clhillington tins devioe is Argent, tm 
•eagle displayed yext, ehevroned Onles. It is a mistake to snppose that colour 
tsannot b» Maymed «n «oloar.--^See Dngdale's Aneieni Usage ^ Jlmu, 1812; 
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mullets of the fidd, between six trefoils 
pendant (or oroaslets) of the second. 

4, Sftble, achevron between three crescents 
Argent. 

5, The same a» 3. 

6, Gnles, three broad arrows Or. 

7, Aznre, betwerai six gnttee d'ean a fess 
Argentw 

The daughter of Sir Robert Throckmorton, of 

Canghton. She died on the 10th, and was 

bnried on 17th March, 1581. — Notes amd 

OoUedions. 

Statuettes. — 1, tjlizabeth, who inherited her mother's fortune, and 

married Sir John Port, of Etwall. 

2, An infant, swaddled. 

3, John, his successor. 

4, An infant, swaddled. 

5, Centre of front Pediment. A Knight, probably Sir 
Thomas, attired as recumbent, but girt with sword, 
and without beard. 

6, Edward. (See Pedigree.) The extracts from the 
Aahmolean M88.y above quoted, mention "another 
gravestone,* inscribed — Here lyeth the bodyes of 
Edward Gifford of Whiteladies, Esq. and Frances 
his wife which Bdwiard was second son to Sir 
Thomas Oifford, of Chillington, Knight, and 
deceased the first of January 1506, and Frances 
the eldest daughter and heir of Bartholomew 
Skeme Esq. and deceased the . . . day . . . 
on whose soules Jesus have mercy." 

7, Dorothy. (See Pedigree.) 

8, An infant, swaddled. 

9, Isabella. (See Pedigree.) 

10, Humphrey. (See Pedigree and particular Pedigjree 
subjoined.) The AaJimolean M88, further mentiop 

> ' n 

* No trace of tliiB monament remains. 
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as oircnmflcribed on another alabaster stone,* going 
flmith of Richard (qnery Robert) Gi&rd's grave: 
**H«Te lyeth the body of Humphrey Gifford, of 
Blacldadies, and Elinor his wife, which Humphrey 
was third son of Sir Thomas Gifford, of Chillington, 
Knight, and deceased the • . . day of . . . 
and Elinor the daughter of John Wood of Capeston, 
who deceased the 10th oi Jnly 1500 on whose 
sonle Jesas hav'e mercy/' 

11, Robert, died unmarried. 

12, Cassandra. 

13, Elixabetk 

14, An infant, swaddled. 

15, Anne. 

16, A civilian, unknown. 

17, Ditto ditto- 
The Third. 

Two BEOnHBBNT FlQUBES. 

Dexter. — An Esquire, in a suit of Milan armour, inlidd with 
gold, over a silk quilted tunic; black hair and beard, vdthout 
moustache; head supported by a cushion, feet by gauntleta 

Simster. — ^A Lady, lying on a cushion higher than her husband; 
bodice and fiirthingale, kead tire, ruff, and gold chain with 
cross. 

Legend, — hbeb ltsth tHv bodt of iohk otfobd of chtlington 

ESQt WHIOH DEPABTBD THB . . . Al^ DVE ....]! 
AND JBTSB HIS WYFB WHO DEPARTED THIS LYF Y^ l^TH DAT OF 
MABC AN^^DVE 1608. 

Shields. — Dexter — Giffard, as above. 

John Giffard, 11th Lord of Chillington. 
1553, a citizen for Lichfield, in Parliament. 
1573, High Sheriff of Staffordshire. 
§ 1576, received Queen Elisabeth at Chillington. 

-^ No tnuse of tfais montunent remains. 

t Esquire, as the eldest son of a Elnight. — Gnillim On Precedency, ohap. xxv. 
X The monument was evidently erected wh«n the wife died. Tho BsqntTe waa 
bnried at Brewood, 24th Angast, 1618. 

§ Notes (Md ColUcUons relati/ng to Brewood, to, 69. 

c 2 
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* 1585, a prisoner, ander Burveillanoe in London, 
t 1585, September, the Earl of Essex recommended 
that Mary Qneen of Soots should, on leaving 
Tntbnry, be removed to the honse of Mr. 
GKfford, of Chillington, as mnch more fit for her 
residence than Chartley. 
X 1585, October, ordered, as recnsant, to famish 

two light horses. 
X 1588, June 27, committed to close custody in 

London. 
X 1588, November 28. His submission, acknow- 
ledging Her Majesty to be his only and 
undoubted Sovereigne Lady and Queene. 
Sinigter-r-The shield of Giffiurd; porfy pale. Azure 

three laurel leaves slipped. Or, 
Jocosa, Joyce, or Jeyae, daughter of Sir James 
Leveson, of LiUeshuU. 
Issus. — The sons of this Esquire wouldappear to have been sent 
abroad for their education; after the establishment of the 
Douay Seminary, founded by Dr. AUen, in 1568, removed 
to Bheims in 1578, and restored at Douay in 1593, 
many of the younger nobles and gentry withdrew from 
Oxford to Douay; several letters from the young 
Giffards to their friendB at home were intercepted by 
Queen Elisabeth's agents, and are now in the State 
Papers Office. Mr. Giffard ?ras probably a recusant 
when the Queen visited him at Chillington in 1576, as 
two years later she conferred the same honour on Mr. 
Bookwood of Euston, a noted recu8ant.-^Lingard's 
History of Englcmd, vol. viii., ch. 3, note. 
14 Statudttbs — ^1, Walter, his successor, in suit of Milan armour over 
quilted tunic, black beard and moustache. 
2, Richard, in military costume. 

* Bishop Milner's Letters to a Prebendary, — Fronde's History of England, 
▼o). xii. 

t Sir Oswald MoBl«y'B History of Ttithiry.^VroudB^u History. 
X state Papers (Domestic), rol. i. 
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One of Mr. Oiffard's sons was in the Qaeen's Onard, on 
servicje at the Palace. — Fronde's History. 

1580, October 12, writes from Amiens to his brother 
George, in England. 

3, Thomas, in military costnme. 

4, GKlbert, in civil costume. Fnll details of his proceed- 
ings as one of Walsingham's agents in Babington'a 
conspiracy are in Fronde's Hutory of England^ vol. xii. 
JKshop Milner says of him that '* going over to Paris he 
completely deceived Mary's agent there, Morgan, who 
recommended him to her as a person capable of render- 
ing her great services by the opportunity he possessed 
of conveying her letters. He afterwards went abroad 
where, being cast into prison, he-died in great misery." — 
Bishop Milner's Letters to a Prebendary. 

5, Giles, in civil costume. 

1580, September 21, a Student at New Inn, as 
appears from a letter addressed to him by his 
brother George, then abroad. 

6, George, in civil costume. 

1580, September 21, writes home from Paris that 
all study had ceased there by reason of the 
plague; is going with his tutor to Museypont,* 
in Lorraine. 

1580, October 9, his tutor, Mr. Thomas Bay ley, 
writes to Giles GiflTord — " Will soon want more 
money; he is a good youth, but somewliat 
sickly." 

7, Gerald, in military costume. 

8, !^dward, simiUter. 

1580, August 5, a letter addressed John Giffard, 
Esq., of which the signature is obliterated, com- 
plains '* of hard usage in forbidding his brother 
Edward to speak to him, and in turning 
ing them both out into the world in a state of 
poverty." 

* Hassipontam, Francaise^ Pont Monsson, " a town in the Dnohy of 
' aeademiam habens reoentem.' " — M. A. Baadrandi, Parisini Qwgraiphia. 
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9, Maria. 
10, Cassandra. 

12] Ureula. > ^^ ^'^'^ ^'^^• 

13, Francis. 

14, Dorothy. 
The Fourth. 

Two Recumbent Figures. 

Dexter. — ^A gentleman in a suit of armoar of proof over sur- 

tont; black hair and beard; helmet, with visor closed and 

plnmed, but withont crest and wreath, supports the head ; the 

gauntlets support the feet. 
Simster. — A Ladj, plain cap, wiA long veil, raff, cloak with 

long paffed sleeves, wrist frills, and short bodice. 
Legend. — HiG jacbt waltbbus qiitabd abmioeb* dns de chil- 

LINQTON OBIIT 27 APEILLB 1632 ET PHILIPPA, UXOR EJUS 
riLIA EICABDI WHITE ABlflOBBIS OBHT 20 JULY 1636. 

Walter Giffard, 12th Lord of Chillington. 

PhiUippa, daughter and heiress of Richard White, of 
Southwem. 

There are no arms and no issue on this monument. 
' The only other existing monuments connected with the Chillington 
family are three flat tombstones in the floor of the Chancel. 
The First from the south wall. 

• ' Atchibvement. — ^A lozenge, almost obliterated by foot-tread, but the 
' stirrups of Giffard, and the pales and mullets of Thimelby may 
sfSH be discerned. 

iN^SCRIPTION.t 

Here lieth the body of Mary Giffard, wife of Thomas Giffard, 
Esq. of Chillington and daughter of John Thimelby Esq of 
Irnham in the County of Lincoln, who departed this life the 
13th of February An Do 1753, Aged 95. She was a lady of 
great piety, strictness of morals and regularity of life and has 
left an example worthy of imitation ; of the most extensive 

* Angliee, gentieman of ooat armoar. As lus father was never knighted, 
Walter Giffard would not by Heralds be entitled " Esquire." — See Guillim as 
sboTB qnoted. 

t The oompoaition of her Chapl«in,.the Rer. John Homiold. 
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charity to the poor and distressed and of singular liberality 
towards relations and friends. E.I.P. 

The widow of Thomas, 16tfa Lord of Ohillington, in whom 
the elder branch of the &mily became extinct. She 
retired to her jointare house at Long Birch, and is still 
remembered in the neighbourhood as '* the good Madam 
Giffard," 
The Second — inscbibbd— 

Here lieth the body of the Honourable Catherine Colling wood, 
who departed this life the 28th of Dec'- 1776 aged 91. ^She 
was daughter of the Bight Honourable Lord Yiscount 
Montague of Cowdrey in Sussex and relict of George CoUing- 
wood, Esq of Eslington in Yorkshire. She was a lady endowed 
with all virtues, but most remarkable for her charity to the 
poor and her Christian fortitude under diTers afflictions. 
Bequiescat in pace. 

Mr. CoUingwood had joined the insurgent army under the 
Earl of Derwentwater and General Forster, and, having 
been made prisoner at Preston, was executed tit Liverpool, 
23rd February, 1715. Their daughter Oatheriiie married 
Sir Bob^ Throckmorton, ^ Cau|^ixm^ (brother ot 
Barbara, secoiid wife of Peter CK&rd, of Bl^kladies> 
17th Lord of Chillii^tx)n)« whose ^nghtfpr 3arban^ 
fnarried bar conedn, Thomas, 18th Lord, and ^o died on 
17tb day of May, 1764, " on the tenth day of her lying 
in *' of her only son Thomas Joseph Giffardf (suhsa- 
qiiently known as Thomas Giffardf Idtb Lond), The 
grandmother of the compiler (as he has been jaformed) 
supplied the place of mother to the iofant Esquire. 
SubsequeM to the deatjb of " Madam Gifiard,"{ Mrs. 
CoUingwood came to live at Long Birch, where she con- 
tinued till her death. 

The TAmi— INSCEIBBD — 

In Memory of John GiflFard Esq. who died Oct. 7, 1833 and 
of Helena Mary, his wife (daughter of John Sutton Esq.) 

* Brewood, by the Hon. Charles Wrottesliy. 
t From the Priests' Register at Chillingtoiu 
- { Catholic Magazine and Record. 
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wbodied 24rUi Jane, 18S7 whose aahes are here deposiied 
RJ.P. 
He waa the son of Thomas, 18th Lord of ChilHngton, hy 
his third wife, Frances, daughter of Thomaa Stonor, of 
StoQor, Esq. 
Though the family haye oontimied to he buried at Brewood, the 
inscription to John and Helena GKI&rd u the only monmnent to any 
of the Blackladies branch since their accession to ChilHngton* 

The Askmolean M88, extracted as aboye, mention an alabaster 
grayestone, " at the foote of the steps in tiie diancel," inscribed — 
^' Hie jaeet Bobertus Giffard, Dominns de Chyllington armiger, qui 
obiit qoarto die Jnnii, Ann. Dom. 1486; " and ^ another, lying on the 
side of ye former " — '* Hie jacet Domina Cassandra, filia Thorns 
Hnmf erston, armigeri et uxor Boberti GKfiard armigeri, ac domini de 
Ghillington, ao postea uxor Joannis Brodoke, armigeri, qusB Cas- 
sandra obiit die mensis Jannarii anno Dom 1537 cnjns animIL pro* 
pitietnr Dens*" 

Bobert Giffard, 8th Lord of Chillingtos* (See Pedigree.) 
No traces of these remain. 
Two Bishops of tibe Boman Saocession (for whom vide pasi 
9j\p ^^maai Catj^olk €mmamny are buried here— they are the 
Bight Bey. John Homiold, Bishop of Philomelia, who had been 
domestic chaplain to '^ the good Madam Gtiffiurd," and whose tomb- 
stone is inscribed simply I.H., B.I.P. ; and Hke Bight Bey. Charles 
Berington, who is commemorated on a plain sqnare black mmml 
tablet in an inscription^ singularly notable for its tone of tolera- 
tion to the Anglo-Catholics, among whom Bishop Berington was 
bnried: — 

• The oompodtioii of the Bight Rev. Dr. Milner, Y A. 
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ChriaUan Strcmger 

Here 

among the ashes of the Faithf al 

repose the mortal remains 

of 

The Bigrt Rbtsund Ghaslks Bxrinoton 

Doctor of the UniTersity of Paris 

and 

* Boman Ofttholxo Bishop of the Midland District 

in this Kingdom. 

He was descended from the andent family 

of 

the Beringtons, of Moat Hall 

in the ooonty of Salop 

Having worn an nnsoaght and nnsnllied mitre 

« (only, alas ! for a few years) 

at the age of fifty 

He expired and mankind lost a friend 

for 

generous he was and hospitable 

and merit was soze of his smile 

His piety, like his other principles 

was primitiye and without show. 

"A good life hath its number of days, but a good name shall continue 

for ever." — Bcclus. c. xli. 

This tribute was paid to his memory by his affectionate brothers 

Thomas and Philip Beringtoo 

He died June 8th 1798 

BJ.P. 

The actual spot of his interment is marked by a stone in the 

chancel floor, inscribed — 

O.B. + D.D. 
BJ.P. 

* Coadjutor to the Yioar Apostolic. 
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f ^« ^mxtcmx Stj^ool 



The School was endowed, singalarlj enough, in the reign of Mary 
the First, when Popeiy was dominant, by Dr. Knightley, who con- 
veyed its endowments in trust to Sir Thomas Giferd, whose family 
subsequently became " Popish recusants." It has been conjectured 
that there had been formerly a School — (the great era of School- 
building was Edward the Third's reign) — ofctaohed to the Bishop's 
Manor House, or to the Parish Ohurch — (th& Act 1 EdwwrcU VI., 
which granted all Chantries to the Crown, made provision for the 
reassignment of lands in all cases where the Priest or Incumbent of 
the Chantry ought to have kept a Ghrammar School, but this provi- 
sion was little observed), and that Dr. Knightley purchased back the 
endowments from the grantees of the Crown, as was done in many 
other places — the circumstance of two Stalls in the Chancel of the 
Parish Church being traditionally assigned to the Head Master and 
Usher is strong presumptive evidence that the Grammar School was 
originally a Chantry. The School was reconstituted by a decree in 
Chancery in 1630 on a bill of complaint, which affirmed that the 
School had been founded for a space of time whereof the memory of 
man goeth not to the contrary, and that the estates were granted by 
Dr. Knightley to Sir Thomas Giffard and other Feoffees,* and that 
Sir Thomas, being a man of the best estate and greater power in the 
parish, the other Feoffees, and all the rest of the parishioners, had 
wholly trusted Sir Thomas with the entire management of the School 

* Notes and Collections Relating to Brewood, — The expressioii, '* whereof the 
memory of man goeth not to the contrary," certainly indicates a mnoh earlier 
period for the first foundation of the School than the reign of Mary Tudor. 
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and its reveniiefl, and the decree was that Walter Giffard* should 
convey the estates to Feoffees named in the decree, and "The 
" Trustees or Orderers of ye said School " were John Lane of the 
Hyde, Edward Giffard of Brewood,t Esq., Matthew Moreton of 
Engleton, Roger Fowke of Gunston, Gef&y Somerford of Somerford, 
and Bichard Warton, Vicar of Brewood. (Huntbaeh'8 M88.) The 
endowments of the School consisted as now of freehold rents from 
detached properties, of which the Head Master received two-thirds, 
the Usher one- third. 

The original School and Schoolhouse stood by the road-side, the 
usual position of Tudor Grammar Schools; but after the acquisi- 
tion in 1800 l^ the joint benefactions of the Bight Bev. Bichard 
Hnrd, Lord Bishop of Worcester, and Sir Edward Littleton (two 
qtumdcum pupils) of the two houses on the opposite side of the street, 
the road was diverted to the back of the then acquired houses, 
dividing them from their back side or Croft. The two houses were 
then formed into one as a residence and schoolroom for the Usher; 
and the School and Schoolhouse with the Schoolcrofb adjoining 
were, with the Usher's residence, and the space the road had 
occupied, formed into one enclosure. The Schoolhouse was 
enlar^d, and the Garden front rebuilt by the Beverend (Head 
Master) Hamlett Harrison; but nothing of the original School or 
Schoolhouse now remains, the former having been rebuilt during 
the incumbency of the Beverend J. H. Brown, the latter during 
that of the late Head Master. The Schoolroom in the Usher^s 
premises was, with th« Dormitories above, rebuilt in 1866. In 1830 
the western extremity of the Schoolcroft was sold for cutting the 
Liverpool and Birmingham Canal in its entire breadth, and the 
crofb has since been much encroached upon by the School 
Buildings. 

The list of Head Masters of the School, as given in Carlisle's 
'JSndowed- Schools , is incomplete : — 

James HiUxnan. 

William Badworth, Christ's College. A.B. 1720; A.H. 1726, previoasly 
Master of Bngeley School. Vioar, 1737. Died, 1745. 

* Twelfth Lord of Chilling^n, grandson of Sir Thomas. 

t Probably of Whiteladies (see ^osQ, and son of the second son of Sir 
Thomas GifEard, who died 1506, vide ante fo. 18. 
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Soger Btomley, Magdalen Hall. B.A. 1736. ^])iedy 176rlr 

Thomas Fielde, Vioar, 1762. " Died at Qloaoester, Go. of Virginia, I77S 

Or thereabouts." 
Timothy Ck)lebatch, Wadbam. B.A. 1752. Died, 177S. 
Pickering. 
1780. George Croft. B.A. 1765; 1766, Master of Beverley Grammar SohooU 
M.A. 1769 ; Fellow of University College, 1779 ; Vicar of Amcliffe, 
Co. of York, 1779; D.D. 1786; Bampton Lecturer, 1786; Lectorer 
of S. Martin's Church, Birmingham, 1791 ;* Bector of Thwing, Co. 
of York, 1802; also Chaplain to the Earl of Elgin. Died 1809. 
Dr. Croft's published works were t — 

1783. Sermon against IwnovcuUon, preadied before the University 

of Oxford. 

1784. FUvt^ of EdMcation, with a Letter to a Young GenUeman 

deseed for the University and for Holy Orders, and a 
Dissertation on the Provision for and Expectations of 
Public Teachers. 
^ 1786. BamipUm LecPwres. 

1790. The Test Lome Defendsd. A Sermon preadied at S. Philip^s 
Church, Birmittgham.t 
Cwrsory ObservoHons, chiefly respecting Dr. Priestley. 
1793. PoflrUamenta/fy Beform proved to he Viaionary; a Letter to 

the Bev. Mr. Wyvill. 
1795. Tfioiighte concerning the Methodists cmd the Established Clergy, 
Commentary on the Moral Writings of Dr, Foley wnd Mr. 
CHshome; with Observations on the Duties of Trustees and 
Conductors of Grammar Schools, and Two Sermons on 
Purity of Principle and the Penal Laws. 
1806. Sermon before Confirmation, 

1811. (Posthumous.) Sermons on the Minor Prophets, with Memoir 
of the Author. 
1792. Hamlett Harrison, of Brasenose College. B.A. 1787; M.A. 1789; B.D. 

1808. 
1810. Henry Kempson. B.A. 1803; M.A. 1806; Chaplain of Christ Churoik 
and subsequently Vicar of Long Preston, Co. of York. Died, 1857. 

• In 1797, on the death of the Bev. Thomas Price, Dr. Croft was a candidate 
for the post of Head Master of the Free Grammar School at Birmingham ; but 
the Trustees elected in preference the Bev. John Cooke, M.A., the Second 
Master of the School, who was succeeded as Second Master by Dr. Croft's' 
pupil, the Bev. Jeremiah Smith. 

t Mr. Whitbread in the House of Commons mentioned this sermon of Dr. 
Croft, "which had greatly contributed to inflame the minds of the people 
** against the Dissenters." — See Debate on the Birmingham JEUots, Bobinson's 
Awnual Register^ 1792. 
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ISil, Henry Brookland Mason. 1837, 40th Wrangler ; A.M., Fellow of Christ's 

College ; 1859^ Rector of Navenby, Co. of Linooln. Died, 1867. 
1850. John Henry Brown, of Trinity College. 1833, 12th Wrangler; A.M., 

Head Master of East Retford Grammar School ; 1860, Vicar of Holm 

with Langford, Co. of Notts. Died 1872. 
1860. Richard Wall, of S. John's College. 1844, 24th Wrangler; A.M., 

Incumbent of S. Anne's Church, Birkenhead ; now Yicar of S. James, 

West Bromwiofa. 
1872. James Heber Taylor, of Queen's College, Oxford ; 1867, M. A. Of Trinity 

College, Cambridge; 1866; Browne's Medallist. 1868, Senior Chan. 

Conor's Medallist. 1871, A.M. Bachelor of Science, London, 1873. 

The following are the Ushers so far as known: — 
Benjamin Blake. 

Thomas Careless. Many years Churchwarden of the Fftrish, and Steward 
of the Deanery Manor. Died 1800. His son Thomas was Vestry^ 
Clerk for many years till 1819, and Station Master at the Four Ashes 
from the opening of the Grand Junction Railway in 1837 till the end 
of 1860. He was penidoned by the London and North Western Rail- 
way, but lived coaly 2 years afterwards. (See Appenddx,) 
1801. Matthew Kemaey, S. Edmund HaU. 1794, B.A. ; 1805, P. C of Codsall. 

Died 1846. 
1840. Arthur Baynham, Pembroke College, Oxford. 1840, B.A. ; 1848, M.A. 
1842. William Rushton, Trinity College, Cambridge. A.B. 1840; A.M. 1844. 
Chaplain of the Penkridge Union. Actuary of the late Brewood 
Sayings Bank. 
It will be noticed that between 1745 and 1760 two of the Vicars 
vere of Emmannel College, Cambridge* — ^this may be attributed to 
the influence of Bishop Hnrd, a Fellow of that College, who was 
educated at Brewood School, and took a great interest in it through 
life— 17B8, A.B.; 1742, A.M.; 1749, S.T.B.; 1768, S.T.P.; 1774, 
Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry; 1781, translated to Worcester. 
He refused the Primacy. Died 1808. His benefeustions for the 
enlargement of the School Premises have been already mentioned. 
His Father is buried in Brewood Churchyard, and the name of the 
widow (the Bishop's Mother), buried in Birmingham, is also 
recorded on the Headstone. His schoolfeUow and associate through 
Kfe, Sir Edward Littleton, was M.P. for the County 1780 to 1812. 
Edward John Walhouse, who took the name of Littleton on the 
death of his Granduncle the last Baronet, and succeeded him in the 
representation of the County, for which he sat till 1832, when the 

* It is not imposBible that the Bev. Thomas Fielde, Vicar and Head Master, 
was of this Ck)Uege, as (me of tha,t name graduated in 1714 as A.B. 
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County, being divided, he sat for the Sonthem Division, and who 
was created Lord Hatherton in 1835, and appointed Lord- Lieutenant 
in 1854 (died 1862), was also at the School. The Reverend 
Edward Burton, D.D., Regius Professor of Diviniiy in the Univer- 
sity of Oxford, was, and Thomas Beddoes, M.D., of Bristol, is said 
to have been, a pupil. 

There has no Register been kept of the pupils admitted, but the 
following are known to have been educated there: — 

aLient.-General Patriok Tonyn, Colonel of the 48th Begiment. 
The Reverend Heniy Plimley, M.A., Vicar of Shoreditoh ; Vicar of New 
Windsor; Vicar of Gaokfield, Go. of Snssez; Prebendary of Hove 
Eodesia in Chichester Cathedral, and Chancellor of that Diocese. 
The Reverend Jeremiah Smith, D.D., High Master of Manchester SohooL 

(See App&ndM.) 
The Reverend Joseph Piokford, M.A., Fellow of Oriel College ; Rector of 

Cholderton, Co. of Wilts. 
The Reverend James Barmby, M.A., Fellow of University CoUege ; Rector 

of Melsonby, Co. of Toork. 
Edward Tomes, Esq., of Warwick. 
The Reverend John Dickenson, Rector of Blymhill. 
Edward Simpson,* of Lichfield, Gentleman j Clerk to the Ghnnd Trunk 

Canal Co. 
George Monckton, Hon. East India Company's Conuneroial Resident at 
Rnng^ore; retomed to Earope in 1817, and was subsequently of 
Stretton and of Somerford,t Esqnire. 
John Monckton, Hon. East India Company's Resident at the Court of 
Lucknow; returned to Europe in 1820, and was subsequently of 
Fineshade, Co. of North Hants, Esquire. 
Sir George Chetwynd, of Brockton, Co. of Stafford, 3rd Baronet; Chair. 

man of Quarter Sessions, 
o Thomas Bulkeley finlkeley-Owen, of Tedsmore Hall, Co. of Salop, 

Esquire, 
a Robert Burton, of Long^or Hall, Esquire. 

* He and his schoolfellow, Dr. Smith, married daughters of William Anderton, 
of Moseley Wake Green, by his wife Rebecca, n^6 Hicks, of Moneyhill Hall, Co. 
Worcester. His only son Edward took the name and arms of Hicks, by Royal 
lioenoc^ on succeeding to the Manor and Rectory of Great Wilbraham, and other 
property, bequeathed to him by the Rev. James Hicks, of Wilbraham Temple, 
Co. of Cambridge. 

t Mr. Monckton published the f ollowiiijg pamphlets : — 
1839. A few words that High Priced Bread cmd High Wages we no Evils to thf 

Worhvng Classes. By One who Wishes Them Well. 
1849. The Fortimes of Mrs. Simmons, of Mcuyfield. By Uncle George. 
Lord Needwood^s Opinions on FinanoicU Questions, 
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a St. John Charlton of Wytheford, Esquire. 

a Ralph Leeke, of Longford Hall, Esquire. 

a Edward William Smythe Owen, of Gomdorer, Esquire. 

a The Beverend William Webb, M.A., Hector of Tizall. 

Sir Richard Paul Amphlett, A.M., Fellow of Feterhouse ; Baron of the 

Court of Exchequer, 
a The Reverend Martin Amphlett, A.M., Rector of Churchlench, Co. of 

Worcester. 
a Robert Holden, of Nuttall Temple, Co. of Notts, Esq. 
a The Reverend Atkinson Alexander Holden, M.A., Vicar of Spondon, Co. 

of Derby. 
a The Reverend W. H. Molineux, A.M., Fellow of Clare Hall. 
a George Wightwiok, author of several architectural and other works. 
Lient..Golonel Thomas Smythe, of Hilton. 
G^ige Smythe, Commander, R.N. 
For the names marked with '^ a" I am indebted to Notes and GoU 
lections. Many sons of the families of Anson, Bagot, Chetwynd, 
Leigh of Adlington and Monckton, as well as a nephew of Bishop 
Hard, and three of the sons of Dr. Smith, were in the School. 

The following bequests by the Bev. Henry Kempson took effect 
on the death of his widow in 1870, viz. : — 
To found Scholarships at Oxford and Cambridge, £2,000 Bank Annuities. 
For an Examiner at a yearly examination, £300. 
To establish a Library (provided the Trustees provide a suitable room for the 

same), £200. 
To defray any legal expeases in effecting hiB bequest, £200. 
All free of Legacy Duty. 

Formerly the red-letter days were observed as at all ancient 
Grammar Schools by attendance at Ghnrch and holiday the rest of 
the day. When the Reverend A. B. Haden became Yicar he dis- 
contiBTied the Saints' day offices, substituting a Thursday evening 
Lecture: still the Grammar School attended the Church on 
Wednesday and Fridays in Lent, throughout Holy Week, and 
on Ascension Day till Mr. Mtuon was appointed Head Master. No 
doubt Mr. Kempson was not aware that the school did not attend 
the week-day offices at the Pansh Church as they had done during 
his Head Mastership, or he would have appended to his bequests to 
the Grammar School a condition similar to that to his bequest to 
tiie National School (vide post fo. 35). 

In connection with Mr. Kempson, see "Old Dummy" in 
Appendix. 
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little history of thb Hall has been preserved; the present build- 
ing must have been built in the Elizabethan period, bnt the pedigree 
of the Fowke-Hnsseys of Wyrley Grove mentions a "William 
Powke of Brewood BWl,'' temp. Ed. IV. A plausible conjecture is 
that William Fowke was Lessee or Bailiff of the Episcopal Manor, 
and that when the Manor House had become ruinous (vide supra 
fo. 3) "the great court at Brewood*^ was held at his house; but 
though the Hall must have been the court of a Manor, Brewood 
Hall is now freehold property and not within the Manor of Brewood, 
nor, that I am aware, a subinfeudation manor. 

Dr. Plot, in his NatwrcU Histonf of StceffvrdsJdre, mentions that in 
the Whitethorn Hedge, between the Oarden and Court before the 
House, there are the figures of several animals, castles, &c., formed 
arte topiarid ; and in the Orchard there is the figure of a wren's 
nest, big enough to hold a man; and in the Ckurden a Yew tree, 
which forms a spacious arbor, measuring five yards square without, 
and about three and a half within, cut on the top with loop and 
crest) like the battlements of a town, adorned with a pinnacle in 
each comer, over which is a canopy two yards in diameter, which is 
carry'd up gradually to a small pinnacle; and near the pale of the 
Orchard is a yew tree, cut up gradually in rounds, each lesser than 
that below it to the number of twenty. 

On the death, in 1652, of Thomas Fowke, of Brewood Hall, this 
property passed to Fowke-Hussey, of Little Wyrley, whose mother, 
Sibil, wife of John Hussey, was the daughtw of Walter, an elder 
brother of Thomas Fowke by another venter. In 1767 Phineas 
Hussey,' of Little Wyrley, Esq., sold to Thomas Plimley, of 
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Brewood Hall, gentleman, " All that manor of Engleton, with 
*' appurtenances and all the capital messuage called Brewood Hall, 
" with appurtenances." This Thomas Plimley, preyioosly known 
as Thomas Plimley of the Hattons and the Hyde, was the son of 
Thomas Plimley who lived at Brewood Hall so long before his son's 
purchase of it as 1743: he had two other residences; Gonnersbary 
Honse, Go. of Middlesex (his own property), and Harley Street, 
London: he sold both Engleton and Brewood Hall to the Hon. 
Edward Monckton in 1786. Mr. Monckton designed it for a 
jointure house to Somerford, but his widow continued resident at 
Somerford till her death in 1884. On the death of his second son 
George in 1858, and the accession of the present Squire of Stretton 
and Somerford (then a minor), the Hall was fitted up as a residence 
for Miss (Leonora) Monckton and Miss Emma Monckton, two of 
his three surviving daughters, both now dead. In the repairs and 
alterations then made, all that remained of the specimens of 
topiarial art mentioned by Dr. Plot were completely destroyed. At 
the front Gate the capital of each stone column is a Fleur-de-lis, 
about 2 feet high. The Fleur-de-lis was the device of the Fowkes, 
whose shield is in the front wall of the House.* Brewood Hall is 
now occupied by Admiral Bagot. 

* Thirty-five years ago a Publio-boase stood at the north-east comer of the 
Market-plaoe, which had the sign of the Fleur-de-lis; the Fleur-de-lis is a 
frequent Inn-sign in Staffordshire ; but supposing the Fowkes to have been 
BaQifls of the Manor, this Inn probably had taken their device, for it stood at 
one ooraer of the site of the Spisoopal Maaor-hoase. 
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Many of the principal features in the Town are described else- 
where in this book: here it need only be mentioned that the 
approaches to the Market-place are called respectively Bargate, New- 
port, and Stafford Streets, the only other Street in the town being 
Dean Street, which leads &om the Chnreh Gates towards Giffard's 
Cross. The Market-place had houses on each side of its oblong, but 
the removal of the . bnildings at the sonth side to form a Street 
through to the Church Gates has destroyed this feature. At its 
north-west comer, and fronting down Stafford Street, is a very 
remarkable tenement, known as Speedwell Castle, and sometimes, 
and not inappropriately from its appearance, as the Lantern House. 
It was built by William Rock,* an apothecary, with mooey won on 
the race-horse Speedwell, the property of the Duke of Bolton.f 

The National Schools were established in 1816. The present 
Schools and Schoolhouse were erected in 1859. The rooms, which 
had been previously to 1859 used as a National School, are now used 
by the Working Men's Institute. A Library of 600 volumes waa 
formed in 1842 or thereabouts, under the auspices of the Clergy, of 
which the Institute has the use. The Beverend Henry Kempson, 
once Head Master of the Grammar School, left to the National. 
Schools £2,000 free of Legacy duty to be divided equally between 
the Boys' and Girls' and Infants' School, on condition that " the 

* * Married Mary, eldest daughter of Thomas How the fanner, at Boscobel.*' 
The Priests* Register at Chillington. He named his son Thomas Fendrell Book, 
t Portraiiwre of Horses^ by John Cherry, 1740. 
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" children sball attend Divine Service on all Saints' Days, and that 
" the Vicar shall catechise them on Sundays during afternoon service 
" in the Parish Church." 

The Independents have a Meeting-house, built in 1803; the 
Ministers have been 

1806. John Fernie. Died 1853. 

1854. Benjamia Way. Betired Lady-day last. There was then presented 
him a purse with £72, contribnted by his congregation, "with the liberal aid of 
" iflany members of the Established Churoh."* 

The Pbimitive Methodists have a Meeting-house, built in 1858. 

The WssLiTANS, one t)uilt 1868. 

The Trade of Brewood is confined to the agricultural staple of 
Staffordshire, Malting, and to Lock-making by handwork, and 
confined to orders from Wolverhampton. There are in the town 
six Malthouses at work, and one not worked. Thirty years 
ago there were ten in work, besides one which had not been worked 
for ten years previous.f In the Liberties are seven Malthouses at 
work, and one not working. There was here a considerable timber 
trade in the last century, probably by reason of the clearance of 
old forest- wood then going on ; it vms principally in the hands of the 
Emery father and son ; the latter for a few years occupied Brewood 
Hall after its purchase by the Hon. Edward Monckton, and singu- 
larly enough a field to the north of the Hall is called ** the Timber- 
yard" — and the family of Sansom then carried on a large Tannery, 
but both businesses have become extinct. Agricultural Machine 
making was for some time carried on in the house in the Market- 
place, called "the Malthouse," lately "the Poplars." In Coven, 
where was some time back the head-quarters of the craft rather than 
in Brewood, Lock-making has been superseded by the Manufacturt 
of Steam Engines. 

Lloyd's Banking Co., Limited, have here a branch open every 
Thursday. They occupy premises erected in 1866 by the Trustees 
of the Brewood Savings Bank, which was discontinued in 1867; 
and these premises were the following year purchased by the 

* Midland CoimHes Ewpress. 
t See Appendix, 

D 2 
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Reverend William Bnshton, A.M., who bad been Actuary for more, 
tban thirty years.* 

As in every town and almost every village in Staffordshire, there 
is here a Swan Inn;t the other Inns are known as the lion (latterly 
the Lion and Oiffard Arms), the Angel, and the Admiral Rodney. 
The Gheqnered Ball and the Stumps have wine and spirit licences, 
but the former in abeyance. 

* No Deposits were reoeiTed afc the Sayings' Bank after 20fch May, 1867. 
£4,573 6s. 6id* were retnmed to the Depositors. 
£8,568 2s. 9d. were transferred to the Fost-offioe Savings' Bank. 
£6,004 9s. 6cL were specially transferred to the Oommiasion for the 

Beduotian of the National Debt. 
The Bank premises supposed to realise £290. 

t The frequency of Inns in Staffordshire haying the sign of the Swan is 
caused by that Bird being the crest of the Stafford family.— Gfentleinon't 
UagasnfM, N.S.| Na 12. 
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^rtfoooir Suburbam 



Of the rural Districts of Brewood, Ghillinoton is the most 
important. It was acquired by the Giffard family by free gift 
&om Peter Corbucion (who had married Margaret Giffard) to her 
nephew Peter, in the reign of Henry Fitz Empress, and in the 
Episcopate of Richard Peeke, who as Lord Paramount confirmed 
the gift. The Giffards were long Lords of Marston and Walton, 
which lie north of Stafford so weU as of Ghillington. At the period 
of the Reformation, Thomas Ghiffard, Esq., was Bailiff and Keeper of 
the Bishop's Park, Bailiff of the Episcopal Manor, and Seneschal of 
Whiteladies. In the sequence the family acquired the property of 
both Nunneries in fee; and the Episcopal possessions first on lease, 
subsequently in fee.* At the Restoration, Walter Giffard's name 
appears in the list of those '* fit and qualified to be made Knytes of 
" the Royal Oak," his income being £1,500 a year. ChilHngton 
now absorbs as property the formerly distinct estates of Bromhall, 
Gunston^ the Hattons, the Hyde, and Pearsehay, and besides these, 
and the Park and Farm of ChiUington, contains the Farms of the 
Bath, Belfields, Harrington Birch, the Hawkshutts, the Hockerill, 
Hungary Hill, Kiddemore, Langley Lawn, Leper House, the White 
House, the Whitemoor, and the Woolley. On the Episcopal pro- 
perty are the Lodge and Park Farms. Blackladies and Long Birch 
now are Farms also. Whiteladies and Boscobel passed by marriage 
to the Fitzherberts of Swinnerton ; and are now the property of the 

• Vide ante f 0,4. 
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Misses Eyans, with tlie exception of one acre reserved at the sale. — 
Vide post fo, 46.* 

The P^DiGBEB OF QiFFABD, as Settled in 1663 by Sir William 
Dngdale, Norroy-King at Arms, is herewith giyen m extemo: 
biographical notices of those whose names appear therein have 
been already given, with a description of their monuments in 
3/|^£ Cl^aitcel: a short history of the Blacldadies branch, who now 
possess Chillington, will be given hereafter in the chapter entitled 
^\t ^Uman ij&t^olk Couramnioit The Pedigree in Sir Bernard 
Barke's Landed Gentry and in the Notes and GoUeciwns relaiing to 
Brewood give William, Archbishop of Rheims, as a second son of 
Sir John Giffard: this, which was very apocryphal, has now been 
settled in the negative by my deceased Mend, John Grongh Nichols : — 

** The ArohbiBhop was not of the Chillington family at all, but one of the 
" Giifordfl, of Itohel, in Hampflhire, as is i^own by the following epitaph of 
" his parents remaining in the choroh of Crondal, in whioh x^ansh Itohel is 
" sitnated :— 

" ' Here underljeth John Gyfford esqnyer, heyre apparent of Syr William 
" ' Gyfford knyght, who had to wyfe Elizabeth one of the dawghters of Syr 
" * George Throkmorton knyght and had by her issne fyye sonnys and yiii. 
« * danghiem, and so ohangyd this mortal lyfe the fyrst day of May in the yere 
" ' of our Lorde God 1663 on whose soole Jesn have mercy.' 

" These Giffords of Itohel were of old standing in Hampshire, and bore a 
" different coat to those of Chillington — viz.. Argent, ton torteaaz, as appears 
" by the monument at Crondal, and by the seal of John Gifford, Esq., Sheriff 
" of Hampshire in 1432^. However, through his mother, Elizabeth Throok- 
« morton, the Archbishop of Bheims was not a very distant cousin of the 
" Giffords of Chillington."^(T^0 Herald amd Oenealogist, June, 1871.) 

But Bonavertore Gifiard, Bishop of Madanra, 1687, first Vicar 
Apostolic of the London District, and nominated by King James 
the Secondr as Plresident of S. Mary Magdalene College, Oxford, 
and his brother Andrew, Professor of Divinity at Donay, and (like 
Bonavertore) a Missionary to England, were of the Family ; they 
were sons of Andrew Gifiard, of Wolverhampton (killed in a 
Bkirmish near that town early in the Great Rebellion), and grand- 
sons of Walter GifFard, twelfth Lord of Chillington.t 

In the wars of the Great Rebellion Peter GHlffard, thirteenth Lord 

* In Brewood town, Mr. Giffard owns besides the Lion Inn seyeral tenements 
in Dean Street and in the Sandy Lane, 
t Notes cmd CoUecti(m8 relating to Brewood, Appoudix H« 
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of Chillingfcon, took an actdye part on the Royal side, and his 
Mansion, a bnilding of the date of Henry the eighth, was left almost 
minons. Though little of it now remains, bo doubt the great Hall 
(the partitions of which are modem, and which is called the Saloon) 
occnpies the exact site of the old Hall, which formed the east side of 
the Mansion, and from which the great staircase ascended to the 
great gallery. The Saloon of Chilling^n is now the centre of the 
Mansion, being masked by the buildings of Peter Giffard (1724) and 
of Thomas (1787) as the great Hall of Wolsey at Hampton Coart is 
masked by the bnilding of William of Orange. It has already been 
mentioned (fo. 20) that the honse of Mr. GijOTard of Ghillington was 
recommended as a more suitable residence for Mary Queen of Scots 
than Chartley: "the estate" mentioned in the twelfth volume of 
Frovde^s History^ chap, xxxiv., as the property of Mr. GKfTard, 
adjoining Chartley is Marston, where there was a manor house, 
but there is no doubt it was the mansion at ChiUington, whither it 
was intended to remove the Queen of Scots. 

GuNSTON, though an ancient* and present possession of the 
Gdfiards, is a member or subinfeudation of Brewood, and was in the 
reign of Charles the first, the property of Boger Eowke, an active 
Boyalist, who settled at Gunston, in Virginia. His friend. Colonel 
Mason, accompanied Mr. Fowke and married his daughter: their 
descendant^ Mr. Mason, the Confederate Conmiissioner, when in 
England in 1865, visited Gunston. (See Appendix.) The Hattons 
seem always to have gone with Gunston. The Htde also was temp 
Edwa/rdi prmd a congueatu granted as a subinfeudation by John 
Gifiard, Lord of ChiUington, to John de Sempringham, who granted 
it to Thomas dela Hide, but in Henry the Fifth's time it was in 
the possession of Bichard Lane, whose descendants were living 
there when Mr. Erdeswicke wrote his 8v/rvey of Staffordshire 1593. 

Pbarsbhat, previously the property of the Pitts, was purchased 
by Mr. Giffard from Mr. Thomas Vaughton in 1843. 

Beomhall was granted regno Henrid IL^ by Walter Durdent, 
Bishop of Coventry, as a subinfeudation of the Episcopal Manor to 
Balph, his server (Bapifer), Lord of Harbome, whose descendants 

* See a grant tem^ Sdwa/rdi IL, by Ada, widow of the Lord John GifiEard, to 
Peter, her son, extracted by the Hon. Geo. Wrotteslej from the ChdllingUm 
Deeds, 
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were styled " de Bromhale/'* They, in Edward the First's time, 
granted this manor to the Hydes, from whom it passed to the 
Lanes, who, in the second year of Henry the Sixth, sold it to John 
Lereson, of Wolverhampton, Esq., who sold it to his consin, John 
Leveson, of Little Wyrley, who sold it to Roger Eowke, of Brewood, 
Esq. It is worthily feunons as the birthplace of William Carles, 
Colonel and aide-de-camp, or vcdet au mtlUaire, to King Charles the 
Second in the invasion of England (1651 ) ; he *' saw the last man 
^^ kild at Worcester,"t and supported King Charles in the Oak at 
Boscobel: after the restoration he received by letters patent nnder 
the Great Seal the name of Carlos {^Spamioo Charles), and 'a coat of 
arms m perpetuam rei memoriam. He died in London, and was 
bnried at Brewood. | 

The grant of arms is to William Carlos of Bromhall, " ubi Jubc 
'* FamiUa muUis abhmc mbcuUb ed possessions fruita est.** Arch- 
deacon Hopper (Norwich), who claims descent by a female line, 
suggests that Bromhall may have been mortgaged to the GKfPards 
and by them foreclosed. 

SOMBBTORD, SO Called from the junction of the two arms of the 
Penk,§ was an immemorial subinfeudation of the Episcopal 
manor. It was, ** according to Loxdale, sold by Francis Somerford in 
<< William III.'s time to Walter Wrottesley, and again, in 1784, to 
*' Bobert Barber, a lawyer, of London, whose fistmily had long been 
''connected with the county."* This Mr. Robert Barber was a 
Secretary in the Lord Treasurer's Bemembrancer's office, || and was 
in 1747 returned to the House of Commons for Stamford in the 
room of Lord Burghley, who, having been returned at the general 

* The seoond unpublished sheet of Shaw's Btaffordshire. 

t Blount's BoseoheL Charles had not a moment to spare ; placing himself in 
the midst of the Scottish cavaby, he took the northern road by the gate of St. 
Martin's, while a few devoted spirits (the Earl of Cleveland, Sir James 
Hamiiton, Colonel Careless, and Captains Homyhold, Qiffard, and Kemble) 
charged down Sidbnry-street in a contrary direotion.-^Lingard's History of 
JUngland, vol. zi., ch. 1. 

X 1689, May 28. Barried Comall William Carelesse, of Bromhall.— Br«ii;oo<i 
Pa/rish Register, 

§ Cynmere — Summer, or Somer, in British signifies the meeting of two brooks, 
or rivers. — Shaw, as <ibove quoted, 

II Qentleman'8 Magazine, July, 1761. 
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election the same year for both Stamford and BntLandshire, had 
elected to sit for Rutland: Mr. Barbor was re-elected in 1754,* 
which Parliament was dissolved, and Mr. Barbor died, in 1761. His 
son Captain Barbor sold the manor of Somerford, (which inclndes 
the hamlet of Crateford,) and the manor of Coven to the Hon. 
Edward Monckton. The well-known Mr. Parke of Wolverhampton is 
maternally descended from Bobert Barbor, M.P. 

In Harwood's Erdeswick's Survey of Staffordahire^ 1829, the 
Hon. Edward Monckton is described as the uncle of Viscount 
Oalway, and as having acquired Somerford by purchase from the 
Barbers, Brewood Hall from the Plimleys, and Engleton from the 
Moretonst (though in reality Engleton was sold by the Moretons to 
the Fowkes, by the Fowkes to the Plimleys, and by the Plimleys to 
the Moncktons), and besides these as possessing Coven, Water 
Eaton (?), Grassington, Aspley, Stretton, and Leafields.;]: The 
Monckton property also comprises the Dean's Hall and Rectorial 
Tithes (vide tmtefo, 6), the Hamlets of Crateford, Standeford, the 
Four Ashes, and Slade Heath,§ the Farms of Brinsford, Covenlawn, 
Gressell's Bam, and the Laches, and in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of Brewood town, besides Brewood Hall, includes the Brook- 
house, Deansfield, and Bill's (Qreene's) tenement. 

• See Pa/rUamevUs of Englomd, by H. Stooks Smith. 

t Matthew Daoie Moreton of Engleton and Tortworth created Lord Dacie, 
1720. 

X The Hon. Edward Monckton was Member for the Borough of Stafford in the 
Tory interest in the Parliaments of 1780, 1784, 1790, 1796, 1802, 1806, and 1807. 
His colleague till 1806 being the celebrated Eiohard Brinsley Sheridan, a Whig. 
The Polls at these 7 Elections are given in the Appenddx. He married in 1776 
Sophia, whose Father, the GK)yemor of Fort S. Qeoige, Madras, the first and last 
Baron Pigot, died in India. 

§ In all these Hamlets are seyeral freehold tenements belonging to other 
Proprietors. 



Digitized by 



Google 



42 

The following shows the descent of the Property since the purchase 
of Someiford by 

The Honourable Edward Monckton, 
Who died at Merriden, Co. of Warwick, 1st July, 1832, aged 87.* 

Bdw«xd,lstSon, George, Sd Son, Jolm, 3d Son, Henry, 4th Son, FUlip, 5th Son. 

1832 of Somerford. of Stretton, of Fineshade, 1848 of Stretton. Died 1830. 

Died 1848. 1848 of Somerford, Oo. of Northhante. Died 1856. | 

1840ofFineshade. Diedl840. ) Bdwaid* 

Died 1858. Franois, of Fineehade 

of Stretton, 1849. 
1850 of Somerf otd. 
Attained hie 
majority in 1865. 

Soon after the death of Mr. Gfeorge Monckton the femily left 
Somerford Hall, which has been occupied by R. H. Vade Walpole, 
Esq., and by Arthur Pemberton Lonsdale, Esq. 

The othbe estates and single Houses in the Parish are Paradise, 
Horsebrook, Oakley, the Three Hammers, the Beeches at Coven ; the 
Laurels [popularly but inappropriately called the New Hall], the 
Dawscroft, and the Bargate, in Brewood town ; Rose Hill, Leabrook, 
Standeford Cottage, <fcc. The Tanhouse, which was built by one of 
the Vaughton family, was pulled down in 1861, when the present 
House at Horsebrook was built. 

* QenUtmam^'aMagaainetha^mxmiiL 



Digitized by 



Google 



43 



C^ie '^amu Ca%Ik Comtmmm 



The Beformatioii, and the Church spoliation which accompanied 
it, left a strong impress on the history of Brewood ; the Giffards, 
like many other families, who refused to conform to the Church as 
established by Elizabeth, not scrupling to concur in the measures of 
Henry and Edward. Sir John Giffard, ninth Lord of Chillington, 
was one of Henry the Eighth's Commissioners to value the Eccle- 
siastical Pofisessions in the Archdeaconry of Stafford ; and his son, 
Sir Thomas, one of Edward the Sixth's Commissioners to take an 
inventory of and to convert to the Eang's use the ornaments 
remaining in the Parish Churches.* There was the Priory of Black 
Nuns in Brewood Parish, and the Monastery (or Priory) of White 
Nuns in Brewood Forest; Whiteladies being not only extra- 
parochiaJ, but in the Connty of Salop. The Cistercian Priory of 
S. Leonard, or Whiteladies, was surrendered to the Crown by the 
Prioress, Dame Margaret Staanf ord. The Benedictine Priory of S. 
Mary, or Blackladies, by its Prioress, Dame Isabella Launder. The 
Mansions and Domain lands of these dissolved Pbiories appear to 
have been granted by the Crown to William Whorwood.t The 
revenues of Whiteladies were £17 10s. 8d. per annum, out of 
which a pension of £5 was assigned to the Prioress. The revenues 
of Blackladies were £11 Is. 6d., out of which a pension of 
£3 6s. 8d, was assigned to Dame Isabella Launder. The other 

• For the Inventory made at Brewood, see Appendix, 

t Dakee' Antiquities of Shropshire, fo. 202 ; quoted in the Cistercian Priory 
of Brewood, by Rev. R. W. Byton. 
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Nans or Ladies were no doubt also provided for, since we find that 
in 1533 there reTnavned no pensions in charge on Whiteladies, and 
only £1 6s. 8d. in annuities; and on Blackladies there remained 
only two pensions — viz., to Alice Becke and Ghristabella Smythe, 
£1 13s. 4d. each.* The Priory Houses and Lands subsequently 
became the property of Sir John Giffard, whose son, Sir Thomas 
Giffard, appears to have granted Whiteladies to his second son, 
Edward, and Blackladies to his third son, Humphrey. 

Francis, the only surviving son of Humphrey Gif&rd, settled at 
Water Eaton, and Blackladies reverted to Peter, thirteenth Lord of 
GhilliDgton, who settled, it on his second son John, as a portion on 
his marriage with Catherine, daughter of Bdchard Hawkins, of 
Nafih Courts in the County of Kent, Esq.,t the pair from whom the 
present Giffards of Chillington are lineally descended: Peter 
Giffard of Blackladies, the great-grand&ther of the present Squire, 
having, on the extinction of the elder branch in 1718, succeeded to 
Chillingfcon and reunited the properties. This Peter accomplished 
extensive buildings and plantations at Chillington; the date and 

1724 

initials on the South front are o ; B is evidently the initial letter 
of Peter's second wife, Barbara, the daughter of Sir Robert 
Throckmorton of Coughton. The Lake and Avenue were formed 
by his son by his third wife, Thomas, eighteenth Lord. When the 
East Front and Colonnade were built by Thomas, nineteenth Lord, 
and the House considerably enlarged from a design by Sir John 
Soane (whose design, however, has never been completed), the 
Chapel, formed by Peter Giffard, together with the venerable Gtite- 
house, containing the Chaplain's Apartments, were pulled down,^ 
the Service was removed to Blackladies, and ihat part of Black- 
ladies which had been the residence of the late Agent of the &mily, 
Mr. Coffin, was fitted up for the Priest, the Rev. Anthony Clough, 
who had succeeded the Rev. Thomas Brookholes as Chaplain at 
Chillington in 1758, and who remained at Blackladies till removed 
to Heythorpe in 1791. He was, however, buried in Brewood Parish 
Church. He died 7th September, 1793, " beloved by all who knew- 

• Willis* Mil/red AhUes, vol. ii. 

t Notes and Collections relating to Brewood, fo. 70. 

{ Ca/thoUc Magazine cmd Record, toI. y. 
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" him." The Chapel at Blackladies was disused in 1844, till the 
completion and benediction of the Mission Chapel of S. Mary at 
Brewood. This Chapel at Blackladies was described in 1837 as 
haying two Galleries, one on the West end, supported by wooden 
pillars, and a smaller one on the Sonth side, over the Sacristy, and 
were (it was generally supposed) one for the Choir Nuns, the other 
for the Lay Sisters, and being a low half-timbered building, with 
a ceiling all of oak, and with what was once a tessellated pave- 
ment; the wooden Turret for the Bell, as having been taken 
down in 1789, but a ponderous little statue of the Blessed Virgin, 
carved in wood, continuing to occupy the place of the Altar- 
piece; the two Passages which led from the House, one to the' 
Galleries, the other to the body of the Chapel, appearing to be 
coeval with the Chapel, and, in the opinion of a good judge in such 
matters, bearing evident marks of having been first erected in the 
reign of Bichard the Second.* However (1866), the last Priest of 
Blackladies considers such a supposition as mere guess, and most 
unlikely ; and states it as his own opinion, and that of the elder 
Pngin, that the Chapel never belonged te the Nuns, but was built 
by that Gi&rd &mily, which resided at Blackladies, for their own 
accommodation and that of a few (Boman) Catholics in the neigh- 
boiirhood.t 

On the domain land of Whiteladies John Gifiard built Bosoobel; 
and it was to Whiteladies, most probably to the '* Mansion *' (which 
had been the Nunnery) that Charles the Second and his party, the 
morning after the Battle of Worcester, " stopt by the advice of Mr. 
" Gi£Eard to get some little refreshment of bread and cheese, such as 
" they could get, just beginning to be day."t " The King's horse 
being brought into the Hall."§ Here those persons of quality 

* OaihoUe Magaavne cmd Record, vol. ▼. 

t A teiTier (preserred at OiiilHzigton) has drawn xxpan it a bird's^e view 
of the house as at present, with the detadhed building sapposed to have been 
the hospUvwn and^the Ghapel, as it stood till 1867. There is no date to this 
torrier ; from the oharacter of the MS. I should oonjeotare it as early in the 
last century, 'probably.[diawn for Peter Giffard of Ghilliiigton and Black, 
ladies.— J. H. 8. 

t Kmg ChwrUs^ Narrative. 

§ Blount's Boseohel, 
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(except Lord Wilmot*) and military officers who were with Charle 
took leave of him, that they might not know " what he intended to 
" do, becanse they knew not what they might be forced to confess;" 
the King having intmsted his G-eorge to Colonel Blagae.f Here 
he was introduced to Richard Penderell; here he had his hair cnt 
short; here he "put on a pair of ordinary grey cloth breeches, a 
'* leathern doublet, and a gp^een jerkin, and flung his own cloaths 
" into a privy-house, that nobody might see that anybody had been 
" striping themselves ; "{ and hence he was guided to Boscobel. 

After King Charles had left, Whiteladies was rudely treated by 
the Parliamentary troops in pursuit, who in their search tore up 
floors and wainscots. The ruins of the Chapel and the terrace are 
now all that remain of the Priory; but a half-timbered house 
attached to the roofless Chapel was standing within recent memory, 
as shown in Murray's Series of Views UhistraUve of the Boscobel 
Tracts, 1851, from a drawing in the British Museum. A Mr. 
Peter GiflTard of Whiteladies is mentioned in the Preface to the 
Second Part of Boscobel, where Blount represents himself as 
"chiefly encouraged" to continue the "narrative by an express 
" from Lisbon, wherein 'tis certified that (besides the translation 
" of the first part into French) Mr. Peter Gifl&rd of Whiteladies 
" has made it speak in Portuguese, and presented it to the In&nta 
" (Katharine of Braganza), our most excellent Queen, who was 
"pleased to accept it with grace and peruse it with passion, inti- 
" mating her royal desire to see the particulars how the hands, 
"of Providence had led the great monarch of her heart eat of 
" the treacherous snares of so many rebels." From his evidently 
intimate acquaintance with foreign languages, this Peter Gi&rd 
must have resided much more abroad than at Whiteladies. 

The Chapel has been long used as a Cemetery by the Roman 
Catholics. The most interesting -tombstone is^ that of the " Gt>od- 

• John, Lord Wilmot, oreatQd Earl of BoohoBter, 4^ CcvroU II. Died at 
Dunkirk, 1659. 

t Ck>l<mel Blagae hid the Q^ofg^ in Mr. Barlow's house at Blorepipe ; thenoe 
it was transmitted to Mr. Bobert Milward of Ste^ord, .who sent it to Colpnel 
Blagae in the Tower, " by the trosty hands of Mr. Isaao Walton, and the 
" Colonel not long afterwards, happily escaping thenoe, restored it to his 
" Majesty's own hands." — Blonnt's Boscobel, 

t King Cha/rM Narrative. 



Digitized by 



Google 



47 

" woman of Bosoobel," the mother of the Penderells, on which is 
inscribed — 

Her« lieth 

the Bodie cxf a irienda 

the King did call 

Damb Joanb 

but now Bhee is * 

deooMt and gone 

Interred Anno Do 

1669. 

Her original tombstone has been destroyed, bnt is belieyed to have 
been faiithfiilly reproduced hj the present. The Honse now known 
as '* Whiteladies "is a farm*hons6 of no great age. (The acre 
reserved to the Fitzherberts on the sale (vide <mte fo. 38) is con* 
jectored to be the site of chapel, the plantation, and the right of 
road from one to the other. — J". 8. O.) 

BosGOBEL, whither the King was conducted from Whiteladies, 
stands on the domain of the ancient Priory (vide ante fo. 44), and 
received its name, Bosco BeUo^ or beantifhl wood, from Sir Basil 
Brooke, of Madeley, the son of John Brooke, whose mother was the 
daughter of Dorothy Giffard, by her second husband Francisco 
Shirley. (See Pedigree of Oiffcurd^ ante,) It was then occupied by the 
PendereU £unily, who were woodwards of the Giffards, and had fought 
in the Royal army. The Wondeirful Magazine (1796) says: — 

" The Granddaughter of William Pendril still lived, though very ancient, in 
''the honse when I was there. The floor of the garret, which is a Popish chapel, 
« formerly in the possession" (qvsryf occupation P) "of the family of Cooksey, 
** being unaltered, prevents any suspicion of a little cavity with a flap over the 
" door where the King was hid ; his bed was artfully placed behind some wain- 
" scot, then shut up very close. A descendant of the Codkaejs still keeps the 
" gloves and gaiters which his Majesty left behind." 

The House has since been much enlarged and otherwise altered; 
but the two hiding places have been presenred.* 

• The "Mr. Giffard," by whose advice the King stopt at White- 
ladies was Chasles Gufard, ike fifth son of Peter, the thirteenth 
Lord of Chillington, who, Blount says, "willingTy undertook the 

* Bkinsvobd, on the opposite side of Brewood Parish, is a locality which 
has acquired notoriety in the events after the Battle of Worcester j Lord 
Wilmot having been guided thither by Mr. Huntbach on the night of the 4th 
September. 
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" service '• of gaiding the King from Worcester to Whiteladies, a 
distance of 30 miles, '* having one Yates a servant with him, very 
" expert in the ways of the Country."* This was " Francis Yates 
" of Erode, co. of Stafford, husbandman," to whose widow, Eliza- 
beth (a sister of the Penderells) an annuity of £50 was after the 
Restoration granted, "her husband having been barbarously 
" executed " (hung) " at Oxford for conducting the EZing from 
" Worcester when violently pursued."t Charles Giffard left White- 
ladies as guide to the Duke of Buckingham, the Earl of Derby, the 
Earl of Lauderdale, Lord Talbot, " and the rest," but they were 
taken and carried prisoners, first to Whitchurch, then to an Lin near 
Benbury, in Cheshire, where Mr. Giffard found means to escape. 
He was at Breda entered in the list of those who were for their 
services to have employment; but he would seem to have found 
diflBiculty in obtaining any, since in February, 1666, he represents 
himself in a petition to the Crown as " in the custody of the 

* It will be noted that Blount describes this Francis Yates as *' a Servant ;" 
he does not say a Servant of Charles Gi&rd. After the Bestoration the King 
was petitioned by Mary Graves, who states herself to have lost £30,000 in the 
Boyal service ; and mentions her ''services to the King when at Worcester, in 
" sending Francis Yates to oondnot him from Worcester to Whiteladies, for 
''which Yates was hanged; and she had ever since kept his wife and fonr 
" children — also for sending His Majesty supplies both before and after his 
" defeat, to her ntter rain." Who this Mary Graves was, and what connection 
she had with Whiteladies or with Giflhid, Yates, or Penderell, I have been 
unable to trace. 

t 8t<ite Parpen, temp. Gar. H. Another Francis Yates, of Lang Lawn, who 
married Margaret, another sister of the Penderells, was very active in the 
King's escape ; and an annuity of £100 was granted to their son Nicholas, of 
S. Mary.Ie-Savoy, gentleman, by King James the Second. A petition, dated 
5th September, 1660, from Edward Martin, " who lived near the Boyal Oak at 
"Whiteladies, and was very serviceable in His Majesty's escape after that 
" Battle of Worcester," in behalf of Anne, widow of Frauds Yates or Yate, 
states that Francis had "lately died in grief that he could not present himself 
"to His Majesty." The King had put on a shirt of Martin's, who was the 
tenant of Whiteladies. "Yates was privy to the King's safety, and his wife 
" was the first who brought him meat, which he ate in a blanket." Yates of 
Long Lawn had probably married Ann as a second wife. This petition is 
endorsed — " To consider their good service and dismiss them with a gracious 
" answer." 
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** Sheri£f of Middlesex for £150, and cannot be discharged bat by 
*' His Majesty's assistance." 

On the extinction of the elder branch of the Giffards, by the 
death of Thomas, sixteenth Lord of Chillington, in 1718, his widow 
Mary, daughter and heiress of John Thimelby, of Imham, Connty of 
Lincoln, Esq.,* "the good Madam Giffard," retired to Long BisgH, 
where she resided till her death (Vide cmte fo. 22). She was 
accompanied by her Chaplain, the Bev. John Johnson, who died in 
1739, and was sacceeded in his office by the Bev. John Homiold, 
appointed in 1752 by a Bull of Pope Benedict XXI., Coadjator to 
Bishop Stonor, on whose death he sacceeded as Vicar Apostolic of 
the Midland District. He continned to reside at Long Birch, and 
on one occasion, when *' a military character at Brewood was bent on 
'* seizing and persecnting him, he was obliged to lie concealed in 
*^ one of the bams."t He died in 1778, and was bnried at Brewood.^ 
The Register is simply — 

" December 30, 1778. Baried John Homyhold, Ssqnire, of Long Birch." 

After the death of Madam Giffard, Long Birch was till 1819 
rented for the Vicars Apostolic of the Midland District. The follow- 
ing is a list of the Vicabs Apostolic who resided there: — 
Bight Bey. John Homiold. 1752 Coadjutor. 1763 ooDBeorated Bishop of 

Fhilomelia. 1766 4th VA. Died 1778. 
Bight Bey. Thomas Talbot. 1766 Ck)adjator; Consecrated Bishop of Aoon. 

1779 6th VA. Died 1795. 
Bight Bey. Charles Berington. 1786 Coadjator ; consecrated Bishop of Hiero- 

Cesarea. Died 1798. 
Bight Bey. Gregory Stapleton. 1773 President of the English OoUegO at 

S. Omer's ; imprisoned by the French Jacobins; landed at Doyer 2nd 

March, 1796.§ 1798 President of College ci S. Bdmnnd, Ware. 1801 

consecrated at Borne Bishop of Hiero-Ceaarea; 6th VA. Died 1802» 

at S. Omer's. 

* Mary GifEard bequeathed the Imham estate to her cousin, Benedict 
Conquest, whose deyisee and heiress, Mary Christina, married Henry, eighth 
Lord Arundel, and settled the estate on her daughter Eleanor, Lady Clifford of 
Chudleigh, with remainder to her second son, Charles Thomas Clifford, Who 
sold the estate which is now the property of the Woodhonse family. — J. 8, O, 

t Flannagan's History of the Chwreh in Englamd, 

t Vide ante fo, 24. 

§ See Notes wnd Queries, Third Series, No. 938. He was aocompaoied by 82 
members of Donay College and 62 of S. Omer's. 

E 
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Bight Bev. John Miliier. 1808 oooaeoratod Bishop of Gaainballo ; Ttii V JL. 
Bemoved residenoe to Wolyerhamptoa, 1819. Died 1826. Author of 
The End of Controversy, Letters to a Prebendary in answer to Ber. 
Dr. StnrgiBy The History Cwil cmd Ecclesiastical and Survey of the 
Antiquities of Wiw^tester, An Enquiry into the History a/nd Cha/racter 
of 8. Oeorge, and of manj ofeher works.* 
It will be observed that Bishop Berington never was Vica^ 
ApostoHc; for though consecrated Coadjntor with succession to the 
Vicariate surviving Bishop Talbot, he never had the Papal confirma- 
tion as Vicar Apostolic. He was a strong Cisi^pine ; and was 15th 
May, 1788, together with Bishop Talbot and the Be v. Joseph 
Wilkes of Bath, elected a member of a " Committee appointed to ' 
*' manage pnblio affhirs of the Catholics in this Kingdom," whose 
avowed object was that " the frequent recnrrence to Bome for dis- 
^'pensations and other ecclesiastical matters might cease." In 1789 
the name of the Rev. Charles Berington appears as a subscriber of 
£5 5s. "in aid of the supplies granted to His Majesty for the 
" defence of the Nation." On June 8th, 1798, having dined at 
Sedgeley Park and returning on horseback in company with his 
Secretary, the Bev. John Kirk, he was seized with violent pain; and 
having dismounted, almost immediately breathed his last. The 
Register of his burial at Brewood is simply— 

" June 11, 1798. Bnried Bev. Gharlee Berington from Long Bireh." 
There was in 1691 a Bev. Robert Collingwood, residing at 
Boscobel, who was afberwards Superior of S. Chad's College,t 
and had in his possession the relics of S. Chad: the Pries fs Register 
at ChiUington shows that in 1731 several candidates were pre- 
sented for confirmation by "Mr. Collingwood." There is a 
tradition that he was buried at Blackladies.;]: This may account 
for the Hon. Catharine Collingwood having lived at Long Birch. 
{Vide ante fo. 23.) 

After Bishop Milner's removal to Wolverhampton, the Chapel at 
Long Birch was enlarged, by throwing into it the Bishop's sitting- 
room. like that at Blackladies, the Chapel was disused in 1844. 

• See the BibUotheca Britaaiwica, " Hilner, Bevd. John, D.D., F.S.A." 
t' This College consisted of a certain number of Chapels in the Diooese of 
Lichfield and Coventry, where the Fathers of the Society of Jesns were the 
Pastors (similar Colleges existed in other parts of England). Bishop Milner 
officiated at its Benediction in 1809. 
J Catholic Magazine and Record, vol. v. 
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List of Priests in charge within the Parish of Brewood: — 

Ghillingtov. Long Bisch. 

1720r Edwaid Diooonson, yioe-Preai. 1779. Edward Eyre. 1791, lemoved to 

dent and Professor of Divinitj at Hathersage ; Go. Derby. 

Donay; 1735, appointed Coad« 1791. John Wright, 

jntor with the Bey. Lawrenee 1797. John Kirk, DD. He died at 

Ifoyen in the affairs of the Liohiield in 1861^ aged 98 years. 

English Olezgy at Some; 1741, He was a literary man, and had 

oonseorated Bishop of Mallensis $ the degree conferred for his 

y.A. of the Northern District. merits. — J. 8. 0. 

1786. Thomas Brookholes. Thomas Walsh. 1825, oonseorated 
1768. Anthony Oloagh. Bishop of OambysopoUs ; y.A. 

BiJLOKLADixs. of Midland District; 1848, 

1787. BemovedtoHey. tranaferted to tiie London 
thorpe, 1791. Died at (>MX>tt» 1793. ' District. Died 1849. 

1791. John Boe. T7he CathoUc Magazine a/nd Record 

1838. Henry Richmond. says "his successors were the 

" Beveiend Messienrs Fantrel, 
" Bowdon, Richmond, Hubbard, 
" Richmond (secu/ndus), S. and 
"W. Jones, and Hubbard" 
(secund/us). 
S. Mary's, Bsewood. 
1844. Bobeit Richmond. 

„ William Andrews Aagustin Richmond. 
1848. James Jones, Oanon of 8. Chad's, Birmingham; removed to Gheadle. 

Died 1860. 
1865. T. Eavanagh ; xemoved to SS. Peter and Paul, Wolverhampton ; after- 

waifds to Stafford. 
1867. Michael (y SuUivan ; removed to Stafford ; now Vicar-General of Diocese 

of Birmingham. 
1800. Hemry Davey; removed to Doreheeter. 
1864. John S. Grenside. Died 1887. 

1867. Henry B. Davies ; removed to SS. Mary and John, Wolverhampton. 
1869. E. G. Acton, DD.; removed to Stafford. 
1873. James Nary. 

Reconciliation with tbe Boman communion wa.s confined almost 
(if not entirely) to the family, tenants and dependants of Chillington, 
and their deseendants; the Fowkes (though Cavaliers), the Moretons, 
and the Somerfords adhering to the National Church. The GifTards 
of Whiteladies wOnid seem to have conformed since many of that 
branch were in the seventeenth century baptised at the Parish 
Ghorch, and *< Edward Oiffard, of Brewood, Esq." is one of the 
Trustees to whom Walter Giffard is ordered to convey the estates of 

E 2 
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the Grrammar School (vide ante fo. 27) ; and the parsait of Lord 
Wilmot by the Brewood Forge men (vide post fo. 59), the "ringing 
" for news" on the 12th February, 1716* (the news no doubt being 
the final suppression of the Jacobite insurrection), and the persecu- 
tion of Bishop Homiold by "a military character at Brewood'' 
(vide antefo. 49), would show that the townsmen of Brewood did not 
share the opinions of Chillington, either religious or political. 

Since the marriage of Thomas, nineteenth Lord of Chillington, 
with the Hon. Charlotte Courtenay, the Giffard family have ceased 
to be all Roman Catholics ; but the late Mr. Oiffard, on his death- 
bod, received the rites of the Church according to the Roman 
formula, and the same were celebrated over his body before it lefb 
Chillington. The following is extracted from the QucMrdum of 30th 
January, 1861: — 

" The Squire of Chilllington, whose death appeared in oar obituary last week, 
" was buried in the Chanoel of Brewood Parish Church yesterday. The deoeased, 
''Thomas William GifFard, Hhe twentieth Lord of Chillington' in direct male 
** descent, was the son of Thomas^ * the nineteenth Lord,' and Charlotte, daughter 
" of the second Viscount Courtenay, who became Lady Charlotte Giffard upon 
** her brother in 1831 establishing his claim to the Earldom of Devon : the 
" deceased was in his 72nd year ; he was one of the few snnriying specimens of 
" the loyal Cisalpine school of Soman Catholics. In the days of ConserTatism 
" he was Vice-President of the Staffordshire ConserratiYe Association, and he 
" gave a Wgorous, though unsuccessful, support to Viscount Ingestre, when that 
<* noble Lord contested the Southern Division of that County with the present 
" Earl of IJxbridge in 1854. He leaves a widow and three daughters. His 
" estates are disentailed, but it is generally expected that th^ will pass under 
" his Will to his Brother, Walter Peter Giffard, Esq., of Bilbrook, who as well as 
" all the female members of the Chillington family is a member of the Church 
" of England. On the day of the funeral, the shops both at Wolverhampton 
" and Brewood were dosed." 
And muffled peals rung throughout the day. 

His widow died in June, 1864. Her body was brought from 
Bugeley, where she died, and was buried with her husband's. 

• Churchwarden's Accounts extracted in Notes and ColUctions relMHf%g to 
Brewood, fo. 92. 
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%iimtB ^trang^res. 



Brewood town stands away from any Turnpike road; bat the 
Roman road from London to Chester, called the Watlino Street, 
or more generally in Staffordshire the Streetway, forms the parish 
boundary to the north for three miles ; the nearest point of contact 
to Brewood being "the Bell at Stretton," standing in Brewood 
Parish. Our Angevin Kings, when travelling the Watling Street, 
frequently halted at Brewood ; " the Forest," says Eyton, " being 
" doubtless the object of attraction." A Charter granted by Henry 
Fitz Empress to the Burgesses of Newport^* County of Salop, is 
dated from "Breude;"t atid his son, John Sansterre, dates many 
of his Warrants and Charters from the same place. The distance 
along the Watling Street from Brewood to London is about 130 
miles. No doubt for centuries travellers from Brewood to the 
Capital would go thither through Wall (the Roman Etocetum) and 
Coleshill ; or, making a detour from the Watling Street, through 
Lichfield. 

Mails were first conveyed direct between Birmingham and the 
Lancashire Districts in 1721 ; they were conveyed on horseback till 
1760, when a kind of mail-cart was used. In that year an Act 

• Latine — Novus Burgus, " Port " as synonymous with Bnrgh or Borough is 
not necessarily maritime. Besides many inland English towns whose names 
terminate in ** port/' we find in Ireland Port Arlington, an inland town in 
King's County, and in many towns of the Pale the Irish town is governed by a 
Portreeve. 

t Harleian MSS., 1085, quoted in Eyton's Antiquities of Shropshire, vol. ir., 
p. 130. 
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passed "for amending and widening the road from the town of 
" Stone to the Wordsley Green Gate" — ^the preamble of which 
recites that '* the road leading from the road called the Streetway 
'' throngh the town of Wolyerhampton to a gate in the common 
" Highway in the Liberty of Wordsley, in the Connty of Stafford, 
" called Wordsley Green Gate, is in a minons condition, and in 
" many parts very narrow and incommodions for trayellers and 
" carriages, and cannot be effectnally amended, widened, and 
" kept in good repair by ordinary conrse of law ; " in other words, 
the intention of the Act was that the road between Wolverhampton 
and the Spread Eagle Inn at Gailey (where the road from Wolver- 
hampton to Stafford crosses the Streetway), and which former road 
rons dne south and north for three miles throngh the Parish of 
Brewood from the Three Hammers to Crateford, was to be made a 
Turnpike road.* The (Parish) road from Brewood to Wolver- 
hampton blends in this Turnpike road at Cross Green in Coven ; 
and the Post has reached Brewood at different periods by messenger 
from Stafford, from Wolverhan^)ton, and from Penkridge; but 
for travellers from Brewood to London, to Birmingham, and to the 
North, whether by coach or by rail, the point of communication 
has since 1760 been the Four Ashes — a hamlet taking its name 
from an Inn, before which grew a cluster of four Ash trees; and 
which Inn was well known to all Coach Travellers between Bir- 
mingham and Lancashire for its excellent Ale. 

But in 1700 THE WAT from Brewood did not, as it does now, lead 
direct to this Inn. After crossing the Penk at Stone Bridge, below 
Somerford Mill, the road passed through the Hamlet and by the 
Hall, and reached the turnpike road at Standeford. The Hon. 
Edward Monckton closed the road by the Hall, and made in its 

• Among the names of the Tnutees nominated in this Act are Robert Barbor 
(of Somerford), Esq., and Bobert Fowler, Qerk. In an Act passed 1796 to 
continne the former Act, among the Trustees' names there are— Moses Anslow, 
Beverend — Berrington (sic), Thomas Bill, Thomas GifEard, Thomas Giffard 
jnnior, Thomsfl Grundy, James Gifford (the Dean's Hall), Hiohael Loyatt, 
Edward Honckton, George Monol:ton, John Honckton, Henry Monckton, Philip 
Monckton, Bobert Monckton, Gland Monckton, David Moody, Smith Mnchall, 
John Perrott, John Plant, Joseph Smith, William Ward, Edward Worsey ; all 
names belonging to Brewood. 
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Btead, farther north, the present exc^lent road direct to *Hhe 
*' Ashes/' whioh oats the roads from Stone Bridge and C!titeford to 
Somexford Hamlet abovd i^eir junction, and which Mr. Monoktoft 
intended to have Cx>titmaed across the Penk by Somerford Mill to 
Stone Cottage ; bat this part of his plan was fsfaocedsfdlly opposed at a 
meeting held in Vestry on the 17th day of December, 1781, to 
" considw the inconvenience of a Bridge built over the footway at 
*' Summerford Mill, and of the future expense which is likely to 
'* attend the repairs of the said Bridge," when it was " agreed that 
*^ the expense of an appeal to the next Quarter Sessions against 
^' the road being turned that way and '' (against) " repairing the 
** Bridge from time to time shall be paid out of the Poor's rate."* 
What the Vestry disapproved may be thus stated. The Stone 
Bridge is kept in repair from the County rate; the foot biidge 
over the flood course of the Penk at Somerford Mill by the owner 
of Somerford (as I am informed); but it was feared that if the 
latter bridge was made a carriage road it would have to be kept in 
repair at the expense of the Parish. 

Samuel Ward of iiie Four Ashes, who died in 1859, aged 85 
years, could remember the first Coach which passed his Public- 
house, and the last. The first Mail Coach from Birmingham to 
Liverpoolt commenced running in 1785; this coach passed the 
Ashes in the night. In 1810 a Mail Coach first ran through from 
Bristol to Manchester; this {>aBsed in the daytime. Both these 
Mails, so well as the many fast Stage Coaches which " passed the 
"Ashes," were taken ofi" on the 1st of July, 1837, when the Grand 
Junction Railway from Birmingham to the Liverpool atid Man- 
chester Railway at Newton^in-the-Willovrs was opened. " The last 
" Coach" was the E.ed Rover, commonly called ttie Potteries Coach, 
which continued to run from Manchester to Birmingham during the 
day in connection with the Greyhound, a night Coach from Bir- 
mingham to London, 'till 1846. From the opening of the Grand 

* The names signed to this Veetiy nunute are given in the App&ndiah It is 
noticeable they ooknpxise the oooapien of Somerford Mill, the Tear Ashes Inn, 
and Standeford IWm. 

t In 1757 the Liyrapool Metohants established "a flying m&ohine on steel 
springs," to reach London in three days. — Her Majesty's MailSf by W. Lewens. 
Probably this went through Lichfield. 
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Jtinction Bailwat (now comprised in the name *' London and 
*' North Western "), there has been a Station at the Four Ashes. 
There is also a Station at the Spread Eagle at Oailej; bat, ihongh 
two miles nearer to Stafford, that point is half a mile further 
than the Four Ashes from Brewood town, and is little used bj the 
inhabitants. 

But Gailej was long the point of contact for Brewood with all 
Canal communication, at the wharf on the Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire Canal there. In 1830 the Liverpool and Birming- 
ham Junction (now called the Shropshire Union) Canal was 
commenced. This Canal crossing the Streetway by aqueduct, 
enters the Parish abore Horsebrook; and leaves near Pendeford, 
crossing the southernmost arm of the Penk by culvert; it has a 
wharf both at Brewood and at Chillington; notwithstanding this 
convenience. Canal traffic has never been popular in Brewood ; the 
following verse from the Wolverhampton Owic Satwrnalia (1855) may 
explain the reason: — 
<' Chorus of Boatmen — Gaily the fire in our caboose is orackb'ng, 

" Where many a rabbit and hare has been stewed, 
'* And many a hen has stopt short in her cackling, 
" That wakened the echoes at Coven and Brewood." 

The Boatmen have ever been dreaded as depredators. This Canal 
Company has a reservoir at Belfields, covering 208 acres. A lane 
coDuecting the Bargate Lane and the Stepping Stone Lane was cut 
through immediately below Brewood Bridge, but a path down the 
bank of the Canal (now stopt) was to have been preserved.* 

For some years during the Stage Coach epoch, the Emerald, fast 
Coach from London to Liverpool, ran through Brewood town. The 
road by the Marlpits and over Bishopswood was then so bad that for 
many years an additional pair of horses, driven d lapostiUon, assisted 
its team from Brewood to Ivetsey Bank ; the opposition, Albion, went 
the longer route by Gailey with only four horses. For some time 
after the Emerald was taken off, in 1837, a two-horse coach was kept 
on the road, but it latterly ran only between Wolverhampton and 
Kiddemore Green. For some years after 1855 an Omnibus ran to 
Wolverhampton and back twice a week ; and there has always been 
communication with that town by several carriers. 

* Manor Court Rolls, 26 November, 1&14. 
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The Holyhead road and the Shrewsbury and Birmingham Rail- 
way are the routes into Shropshire and Wales ; the Railway has a 
Station at Codsall, about four miles from Brewood town, which 
affords likewise access to Birmingham and to London by the Great 
Western route, and is not unfrequently used by Brewood people : 
the usual point to the Holyhead road is Whiston's Gross, which is 
six miles from Brewood through Ghillington Park* 

It is intended to construct a railway from Bnshbury Junction 
on the London and North Western line to the end of Stafford 
Street in Brewood; probably before this resumS shall have been 
published the act for it's construction will have been obtained and 
the works commenced. 
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t Stams. 



A lane, which leads to Boscobel from the Shire Stone and White 
Oak Lodge, is the boundary between Brewood and Tong Parishes. 
It has a rivnlet on either side; the water on the right hand, carried 
bj an artificial drain into the Marsh lands, probably finds its way to 
the Severn to reach S. George's Channel at Hartland; its waters are 
never in Brewood Parish, and we are not concerned with it, except 
as showing onr western boundary to be a ridge in the Watershed of 
England ; for all the Streams in Brewood Parish find their way to 
the Penk, and falling into the Sow at Stafford, and thence into the 
Trent at Tixall, and thence into the Hnmber at Great Grimsby, are 
discharged into the German Ocean. 

Accordingly the rivnlet on the left, or Brewood, side of the lane 
leaves the road; and in the first field it enters is joined by a stream 
which has crossed the lane from Lady Isabella's Well; and their 
united Water, under the name of the Leuiies' Brook, passes through 
ihe Moorland of Pearsehay, imme£ately behind Blackladies and at 
the foot of the Hawkshutsi This is the principal feeder of the 
Reservoir at Belfields ; after feeding the Reservoir, it is carried by 
a culvert under the Canal, crosses the Streetway road into Stretton 
Parish, receives a stream from Lapley, and assumes the name of the 
Horsebbook; recrossing the Streetway it receives the Leabrook, 
which from a Spring in the hiU on which Oakley House stands, and 
from a Brook-head by Spirit Lane, has flowed in an inner circle to 
the same point. Flowing through the hamlet to which the Horse- 
brook gives name, these waters reach the Penk at Engleton Mill. 
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The Bath at the Batib Farm is a bath no longer; the stream, from 
the Spring which supplied it, runs into an artificial canal, which 
drains the water from the sonthem slopes of Boscobel and Pearsehay 
into the Ijake at Ghillington*— an extensive marsh, formerly three 
s^)arate sheets of water, and stUl called the Pools, and now a 
beantifal lake covering 66 acres, and so ski^Uy planted that from 
every point its bays are lost in the surrounding woods; the overflow 
from the Pools is carried into the Penk. 

The river Peke, which ^Haketh its beginning a Httle above 
" Penkford "♦ (now called Pendeford),from Grunston to Coven Lawn 
divides Brewood fro^i Godsall, and from Tettenhall, Parish, receiving 
from the latter Parish the Bilbrook. At Coven Lawn it enters 
Brewood, is joined by the Brinsford Brook, and flows to Brewood 
Forge, which perhaps once a foiling mill, subsequently a Forge,t 
and then a Oom-mill, was burnt down five years ago, and remains a 
ruin. The other great arm of the Penk which has entered Brewood 
at Deepmore, and turned Standeford Mill, joins behind Somerford 
Hall,:]: and the united Streams flow through the grounds and 
hamlet, turn Somerford Mill, and pass on to Stone Bridge; here 
Brewood water joins. 

Brewood Water rises immediately behind the Gardener's House 
at Chillington, and passes Chillington Farm and the Hyde; an arm 
rises in Bridgecroft on the north side of Hungary Hill; Chillington 
Brook rises in the marshes near Chillington Street, § and crosses the 
Avenue in "a deep valley, || where even the site of the Hall is 

* Erdeswick's Survey of Staffordshire. 

t Lord Wilmot on leaving Whiteladies took John Penderell for his guide, and 
knew not determinedly whither to go; purposing at first to have mai'ohed 
northward ; bnt as they passed by Brewood Foroe, the f orgemen made after 
them ; tilt being told by one Bichard Dalton that it was Colonel Grompton 
whom they pursued, the Yuloans happily on their mistake quitted the chase. — 
Blount's Boscobel, (I hope no progenitor of mine was among these smiths. — 
J. Jff. fif.) 

t Videimtefo. 40. 

§ An ancient paved causeway, very liable to be flooded, the approach fronii 
Gifiard's Cross to the Hall before the Avenue was planted. 

II Popularly called Hellflook : there are many traditions of forms, whicb 
have alarmed passers over the brook.bridge of the Avenue in the night time» 
Compare this with the etymology of Brewood suggested at fo. 1. 
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lost;"* those three streams form the pool at Hyde Mill; the arm 
from Bridgecroft joins below the Mill, bat its upper water is con- 
yejed by a made channel to the pool. Brewood Water then mns 
by a culvert under the liverpool and Birmingham Junction Canal, 
passes the Dean's Hall and the Brookhouse on its right, and on its 
left the Hill on which Brewood town stands, at the foot of which 
is Brewood Hall; then it flows principally in an artificial channel 
to Stone Bridge. The Penk haying received this tributary, 
passes through Engleton, where it turns a fourth Mill, and crosses 
the Streetway above Stretton Mill, which was mentioned at our 
commencement as the more than conjectured site of the Boman 
Pennocrucium. 

Within the Parish three Mills are now turned by the Penk, 
and one by Brewood Water, besides Deepmoor, Pendeford, and 
Stretton Mills, all turned by the Penk, and immediately adjoin- 
ing, though in other Parishes. The Penk and its tributaries 
have ever been famous for their excellent Trout; but the fish 
are already disappearing — the town of Brewood has unfortunately 
permitted the erection of Oasworks, a perennial nuisance both to 
Air and to Water, which when once anywhere established can 
never be removed. 

Part of the Water-supply at Belfields is drawn from Longnor- 
bbook; whose stream divides the Parish from Weston-under-Lizard 
and Blymhill, but crosses the Streetway into Lapley, and does not 
enter Brewood; its overflow, however, is conveyed by an artificial 
channel to the reservoir. 

* S. Jamet^s Mckgazine, September, 1849. 
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%i^pMx, 



I. — The Manor — temp. Edwardi II. 
II.— The Black Plague op 1348. 
III. — Doles. 

rV. — ^BlSHOPSWO OD. 

V. — Coven. 
VI. — Perambulations. 
Vn. — Parish Church. 
VIII. — The Leveson Tablet. 
IX. — Inscriptions on the Bells. 
X. — The Evening Bell. 
XI. — Rev. William Budworth, A.M. 
XII. — Thomas Carless the younger. 
XIII. — Rev. Jeremuh Smith^ D.D. 
XIV.— Old Dummy. 
XV. — ^Malthouses. 
XVI. — Gunston. 

XVEI. — Hon. Edward Monckton. 
XVIII.— The Laurels. 
XTX. — S. Mary's Brewood. 
XX. — The Way to the Four Ashes. 
with 
memoir of the compiler, 
From the Admission Register of Manchester School. 
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I.— THE MANOR. 

Temp. Edwardi II, 

In iihe Record Office there are preserved certain acconnts taken 
in the 15th year of King Edward the Second (1322) of the 
proceeds of the estates of the See of Coyentry and lichfield then in 
the hands of John Walweyn on the part of the Crown by the death 
of Walter de Langion, JBishop of Chester. These accounts are 
written in a mixture of Latin and Norman French — abounding with 
abbreviations, and the following is their purport as £5kr as relates to 
Brewood, a literal translation of their descriptive terms being 
attempted. 

There was then at '' Brewode, which is a member of Liohfield " a certain 
capital messuage for which with the use of the Garden and Close, xyiijd. is 
received by the year, which is estimated might be increased to x\d. 

There are in the same place iiij camcates of land worth by the year, viijZ., 
or xls. by the camcate. 

There are in the same place Iz. acres of Meadow, and worth by the year, izl. 
at iijs. by the acre. 

There is in the same place a certain sepazated Bastnie valued by the year, 
1078. iiijd. 

There is in the same place a certain Park with Pasture valued at os. — ^but no 
rent could then be obtained in consequence of a right of Turbary, or cutting 
turf therein. 

There is in the same place a certain Wood the use of which in underwood is 

stated worth 51 marks — (Djmerc), but only zijs. was obtained for underwood sold. 

There is in the same place a certain Mill which is stated worth by the year, 

four meres (JoSs. 4d.), but only zzzijs. viijd. was received for the proceeds of 

such Mill. 

There is in the same . place, a certain VivaHum (a preserve, in this case a 
fishpond) stated to be worth by the year »., but no rent was received because 
no fish were found there. 
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There is in the same place a rent of Assize from Freemen, estimated at zU., 
and a rent of Assize from Natives (or Serfs) estimated at xl,, but only xzs. was 
received as rent of Assize from the Freemen, and zijs. as an acknowledgment 
from the Natives. 

There is in the same place a certain onstom celled " Stack " os., which was 
received at the Feast of S. Michael. (Vide cmte fo. 4.) 

And the pleas and perquisites in the Court at the same place are said to be 
worth by the year iij5. ird., bat only ij9. was received. 

To the same period belong the following quaint accoants. 

Brewode — 

i& 8. d. 

Bentassesaedreoeived for rent to the term of S.Andrew... vj vj z 

for farm of the Mill to the same 

term zl Sam. 

for farm of the Foiling Mill to the £ s. d. 

same term uj ii^j '^i ^ ^j 

Proceeds of the Manor for pannage of Figs ziij ▼ 

for perquisites of the Coort ziz j zzzij vj 

Sale of Wheat — for 1 quarter of Com sold the total 

ofparoelsis v 

Sum total of receipts. Z x vi j viij 

Szpenoes accounted for in acquiring the before mentioned 

rents ij j 

in acquiring the rent of the Parks ziz iij viij 

for pay to the Smith for ironwork of 

the carriages vj vj 

Ca/recta/mm i,e. of^ ....,,. , . * i_ i.x 

o _, , . „ / m ui clutena ewm clams • bought 

2 wheel carriages > ^ . 

orTumbrils ) ^ ! ^ 

in j cUppf bought for j 

in zzz Boruenayl bought for iij 

in iij — groperia Jbought for ij 

in mending j strek to tumbril j 

in pay to the Smith for his work ... j 

in ij pecks of dye to be made from 

purple hemp iij 

in § cepia and wnctU bought for ij 

in j tumbril again to be mended vj zzij 

It will be observed that the sum exceeds the parcels by twopence. 
There are other accounts, but too much obliterated in different 

• Linchpins, f Glipps, i.e. plates for wheels. 

t Grips— hooks to which is hung the chain for scotching the wheels. 

§ Bods and hooks. 



Digitized by 



Google 



C4 

parts to be made ont in eAenso. Under the head of the 
•* Keeper's House " is eniiered, 

DC. cthJath bought for Tjd.— 
these being lathes used for half-timbered houses built with claj, 
not of stone or brick. 

In the 35th year of the reign of King Edward the Third (1361) 
further particulars of the Episcopal property in Brewood are 
obtained from similar sources. Robert Stretton, Canon of Lichfield, 
Chaplain to Edward Prince of Wales, being elected to the See 
through the interest of the King, the Pope would not confirm the 
election himself but referred it to the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
who could not be prevailed upon on any terms to consecrate. The 
King, however, persevered in his behalf, and the Pope appointed 
two Bishops (London and Rochester) to determine what should be 
done; and they, after much hesitation, consented to his consecra- 
tion.* These delays appear to have occasioned the temporalities of 
the See to have remained more than two years in the hands of 
the Crown during which time Philip de Lutteleye was their 
Custodian. There have been found two sets of answers upon oath 
to an inquiry into this Custodian's account, the later of which is 
stated to have been taken by or before William Banastre; Richard of 
Somerford; Henry, Lord of Pylatenhall ; John, Lord of Coven; and 
others " on Friday in Easter week in the thirty-fifth year of King 
" Edward the Third from the Conquest.*' These answers are too 
long to print in extenao ;- their most interesting particulars are given 
aniefo, 3 and 4, and in the next section in this Appendix. 

* The See of Lichfield. Supplement to the Lichfield Dioeeetvn Church 
CdUndar, 1868. 
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11.— THE BLACK PLAGUE OF 1348. 

Names of "the Tenants of the irrigated land who had been 
** aconstomed each to pay Stuck '* to tiie Lord Bishop, and who 
had " died of the late Pestilence " and the Names of those who 
" now hold " their land from the Answers of the Gustodiom or Receiver ^ 
35 Edw. III. 



Thosb who had Dibd. Those who " now hold " their Land. 

John Farkes. 

John Oohel. 

William at the Pool. 

Walter Thnrstans. 

John the Smith. 

William Stuck. 

WilKam Silnot. "> 

William Dobbin. ) 

William Baven. 

Thomas Henderson. 

Richard the Hinde. 

William Godwyti. 

WiLiam at the Mere. 

William— -(illegible). 

Richard o^ the Grene. 

Henry of Rowley. 

Richard Sohirman.^ 

Henry the Heyward. 

Nicholas of Crateford. || 

Adam of Korthcott^If 
Parkes (or Parke), Ochel (Rochel), Thnrstans, Smith, Greene, 
Collins, Parker, and Edrych (Etheridge) are names of families 
who have been located in Brewood for generations. Parkes, 
Pool, and Mere were evidently localities in the. Bishop's Domain; 
and Parker, Hinde, and Hey Ward, Officers of the Park or the 
Forest. William Stnck (Clerk) is evidently the Vicar (1361) in 
the list at cmtefo, 12. 



TH08B WHO " NOW HOLD 

John Dyerson. 
John Oohant. 
Richard Wele. 
John Collins. 
Henry the Dey.* 
William Stuck (Clerk). 

Nicholas the Parker. 

William of Mytton.f 

John Dobbin. 

John Edrych of Hatton.§ 



remain in the hands of the Lord for default of 
Tenancy. 



• Dairyman. t A Hamlet in Fenkridge. 

X Probably " Shearman," one who shears and otherwise attendEfto sheep. 
§ The Hattons, vide ante /o. 39. || Crateford j vide ante fo. 40, 

% Probably Northeoote, a farm in Bushbnry. 

F 
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III._DOLES. 

From the Report of the Oommissimers of Public Ohomiies, 1821. 

1625. Bev. Francis Collie, from lands at Essington, 

to 80 poorof Brewood,one shillingeaoh £1 10 on GoodFriday. 

to Vioar for giving notice of distribution ... 8 „ „ 

to Clerk for ringing of Bell for do 8 ,, ,y 

to Chnrohwardens for do., one shilling each 2 „ „ 



N.B.-— The same to Bushbnry Parish. £1 13 4 in each year. 

1659. Thomas Smyth of Blackladies ) 

Richard Smyth of Chillington ( 

William Smyth of Sondef ord, and 

Jane Lane, Widow, formerly of the Hyde. . . 10 = £30 to pnrchase lands 
at Brinsf ord ; annnal income to the Poor on Gkx)d Friday. 
1653. Thomas Fowke, the yoonger, of Brewood ... £20 
1665. John Fowke, do. do ... 10 

1670. Mary Skrymshire, daughter of Thomas'^ 20=£50annnallnoometo 

JWka the elder of Brewood ] ^^Z^^!"^ 

1681. Henry Fowke, £50 annual income on S. James* Day, s. d. 

to the Yicar to preach a Sermon 6 8 

to the Clerk to ring the Bell one honr 1 

to him who shall distribnte the Bole 1 

the remainder to the Poor of Brewood town, 
Eerrimore Lane, and Park I^ane. 
N.B. — ^The abore from the Fowke family inyested in land at 
Dealf eheys, in the Foreign of Walsall. 
1683. Thomas Fowke, £50 annnal income on Diidsnmmer Day, s. d. 

to the Vicar to preach 6 8 

for publishing 8 

to the Clerk for ringing 1 

the remainder to the Poor of Brewood town, 
Eerrimore Green, and Park Lane. 
N.B. — ^The above invested in the Bound Meadow at Wyrley. 
1685. Lawrence Grove. To 20 of the poorest Women, sixpence each every year. 

Biohard Highley and Joseph Hiipps, to the Parish, £1 per wrmwm. 
1789. Mrs. Gilbert. Interest of £40 to the Poor of Brewood on S. Thomas's Day. 

„ Henry Sherratt. The same. 
1804. Thomas Slater. £100 to buy bread to be distributed among the poorest 
Inhabitants on S. Thomas's Day. 
Bicbard Brookes. Eight shillings a year. 
Thomas Salt. Ten shillings a year. 
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In 1861 the Inoome from these endowments y 

Moiety of Land at Essington ....William ¥niitehoiifle £10 

Land at Brinsford Trustees of Somerford £12 

A Garden at Penkxidge exchanged for Land 

taken by the Bailymy J. M. Lister 1 »0 



18 



The Delfeheys at Bloxwioh... Sydney Ghavasse 

andothers 29 4 

Wyrley and Essington Canal do. 1 11 6 



30 16 


6 


8 





109 5 





8 





10 






The Bound Meadow at Wyrley Edmund Ault 

The Workhouse Premises Guardians of the Penkridge 

Union 

Brookes' Pole. From the Three Hammers 

Salts' Dole. From the Premises ocoupied by the Boman 

Gatholio Mission 

£171 18 6 
The next year the retiring Parisliioners' Gliurchwarden 
published the following statements relative to the annual Doles 
income: — 

Cash in hand; on general aooount £14 13 

as distributors in the Mother 

Distriot 2 9 6 

in the Brewood Savings Bank 122 19 2 

£140 1 8 

From an examination of the accounts of their predecessors the 
following sums had been recovered: — 
Amount borrowed by Messrs. Joke and BEay, 

Churchwardens in 1858 £27 6 3 

Less do. claimed by Messrs. Edward Bushton 
and Hay, Churchwardens in 1859-60, as 

spent more than they had reoeived 21 19 6 

£6 6 10 

Property-taz on the rents of the Delf eheays 1 16 

Di£ference in Property.taz on ditto for the year 1858 ... 119 

Annual rent-charge from the Wyrley and Essington Canal 

for 1859 1 11 6 

Balance due from the Bepresentatiyes of the late Mr. 

Wilson, as mortgagees of the Workhouse premises... 16 19 9 

£26 15 10 
The following year the two Churchwardens (Messrs. James 

p 2 
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Davenport and John Ward) consented to reduce the rent of the 
Workhonse Premises to £75 per ammum. The premises are now 
nnoccnpied; viAe <mte fo, 7. 

The Distribution at the discretion of the Parish Churchwardens 
has been for some years past on S. Thomas's Day and S. John the 
Baptist's (Midsummer) Day in each year. 



There are two other benefactions — ^viz., an annuity of 20s. a year 
left by William Woolryche (10s. to the Poor of Brewood, and 5s. 
to the poor of each of the Townships of Coven and Standeford), 
which is distributed by the Trustees of Somerford. And 10s. left 
by Joseph Careless out of Butt's Piece, which is now in Mr. Joseph 
Greene. — ^From the Oommissioners* Beport above quoted. 
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IV.— BISHOPSWOOD. 

From the Qua/rdicm^ 18tb June, 1851. 

" The Bight Beverend the Lord Bishop of Lichfield on Whitenin Eve held a 
" Confirmation at Brewood, in Staffordshire, to 140 recipients. On Whitsun Day 
" his Lordship preached on behalf of the National and Sunday Schools there ; 
"and on Tuesday he consecrated the District Ohnrch and Churchyard of 
" S. John the Evangelist at Bishopswood, the opening of which by licence from 
" his Lordship was recorded twelve months ago. The officiating Ministers were 
** the Bev. the Yicar of Brewood and the Bev. John Buckham, the nominee to 
" the Incumbency. Nine other of the neighbouring Clergy attended in their 
*' robes. The sermon was preached by his Lordship, and the sum of £102 10s. 6d. 
" was collected at the Offertory. An endowment of £50 a year has been pro- 
"vided for this District Church by the Bev. the Yicar of Brewood, and £30 a 
** year by the Hon. and Very Bev. the Dean of Lichfield, the Patron and Impro. 
" priator of the Parish ; the former sum arises from an alienation of Yioarial, 
" and the latter from a grant out of the reserved rent of the Bectorial, tithes. 
'< A further temporary endowment of £70 a year has been secured by the Misses 
''Evans of Boscobel, which famous shelter of Boyalty adjoins the District, but 
"is extra-parochial. A Parsonage in the Cottage style is being bnilt^ and 
" Schools are in contemplation." 

Mr. Buckham died in 1867 ; the Rev. Francis Gardiner Salt is now 
Incumbent. After the death of Dean Howard (vide cmtefo, 6) the 
Ecclesiastical Commission granted to the Incnmbent 

** A yearly sum or stipend of £219, payable out of the common fund, to be 
" calculated from 8th October, 1868, in equal half-yearly portions on 1st May 
" and 1st November in each year — with proviso to cease if at any time lands, 
" tithes, or other hereditaments sufficient to produce such yearly sum or stipend 
" should be annexed to the said Vicarage.'* — London Gazette j 26th November, 1869. 
The annuity charged on the rent reserved by lease of Hectorial 
Tithes to the Trustees of Somerford continues to the Incumbent, 
so well as the annuity paid by the Yicar of Brewood. The annuity 
from the Misses Evans, of Boscobel, ceased' from the last payment 
previous to Midsummer Day, 1870. 

Abstract of Endowment, Midswnmer^ 1870. 

On rent of Bectorial tithes leased to Somerford £80 

Annuity from Vicar of Brewood 50 

Do. from Ecclesiastical, Commission 219 

Surplice Fees estimated CO. on. : 1 

£300 
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v.— COVEN. 

Prom the Ouardicm, llth February, 1857. 

"Last Thnrsday week the Bishop of Liohfield oonseorated i^e Difitriot Church 
" of S. Fftnl reoentl/ erected at Coyen, a popnloas oatlying hamlet in the Parish 
" of Brewood. His Lordship preached on the first verse of the Epistle to the 
" Bomans — ' Panl the servant of Jesus Christ called to be an Apostle, separated 
" ' to the Gospel of God ' in allnsion both to thd Consecration of the Chnrch 
'' and to the Festival of the Conversion then jnst past. Upwards of a hundred 
'' pounds was received in the Offertorj. Prayers were said by the Bev. A. G. 
** Cameron, the presentee of the Church, and the Yicar of Brewood read the 
" Epistle. The Church is built in the transition style of the thirteenth century, 
" and consists of a chancel, nave, transepts, south porch, and vestiy, with an 
" octagon turret with a small spire at the south-west angle. The pulpit and 
*' desk are of oak ; they had previously stood in a room which had been used for 
'* divine service under licence from the Diocesan for some years past; there are 
" 826 kneelings in the nave and transepts, besides seventy in a west gallery for 
** the school-children. The site and a £1,000 towards the erection were given 
^ by George Monckton, Esq., of Somerf ord, the proprietor of the most of the 
" district. The stones of which the Church is built were given by Thomas 
'' William Giffard, Esq., of Chillington. An endowment of £80 per annum is 
" secured, £50 of which is charged on Yicarial and £30 on the reserved rent of 
" the Bectorial tithes of the District ; the latter by the bounty of the Hon. and 
"Very Bev. the Dean of Liohfield, Patron of Brewood. The building of a 
" Parsonage-house is commenced. On the following day a Meeting was held in 
" the Vestry of the new Church for the purpose of allotting the sittings, &c., 
" when Mr. Chambley, the principal Farmer in the District, proposed that a 
" stained-glass window should be placed at the east end of the Church, and 
'' a subscription at once entered into for the cost. The proposal was cordially 
" received, and a sum then and there placed on paper sufficient to meet the 
" greater portion of the anticipated amount." 

In Jane following the Rev. IngHs George Monckton sncceeded 
Mr. Cameron as Incumbent. 

On the death of Dean Howard (vide swpra) the Ecclesiastical 
Commission granted to the Incnmbent a yearly snm or stipend of 
£174, payable out of the common fand, on the same terms and in 
the same Oazette, as the grant to S. John the Evangelist at Bishops- 
wood already abstracted. 
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Abstracfc of Endowment, Midswmmer, 1870. 

Apportionment of Yicarial titbe £50 per annum 

Benefaction of Hiss Emma Monckton, 1858. . . £600 
Grant from Diocesan Ghnroh Building Society 200 
Ditto for Eoolesiastioal C!ommi88ion 600 

£1,400 3i per cent. 46 ditto 

Benefaction of Dean Howard, 1867-8 £300 ditto 10 ditto 

Few Bents estimated CO. an 17 

Snrplioe fees ditto 3 20 ditto 

Annuity from Ecclesiastical Commission 174 ditto 

£300 per annum 



Digitized by 



Google 



72 



VL— PERAMBULATIONS. 

May 25 and 26, 1838. 

William Icke and Robbet Walkee... Chnrcliwardens. 

Thomas Mills and Hugh Mellob Overseers. 

Btakted from the Blue Bell, on Friday morning, at ten o'clock, along the road 
for Stinking Lake ; walked half the road into Brewood parish np to the brook 
at Stinking Lake, where it becomes the boundary between Lapley and 
Brewood, and then np the said brook, between Blymhill and Brewood, to road 
from Bishop's Wood to Ivetsey Bank ; the bridge there belongs to Brewood ; 
followed the brook to the road leading from Bishop's Wood to Blymhill : the ' 
bridge here belongs to Blymhill ; along the bottom of the gardens joining Lord 
Bradford's and Mr. Stnbbs's land to the commencement of Tong, near the beer- 
shop known by the name of the Boyal Oak ; thence through the croft belonging 
to Mr. Yanghton to Lady Isabella's WeU, where the road is the boundary, the 
road belonging to Brewood ; np to Boscobel, and then along the garden fence of 
Boscobel House through the Old Coppice to Donnington, and along the Donning, 
ton lane to the road leading from Boscobel to CodsaJl Wood, walking the garden 
held by William Wright, and all the road and trees into Brewood parish, and 
along the fence between Donnington and Brewood to Salter's cottage ; then 
walked the fence adjoining Lord Shrewsbury's land, and so into the road ; walked 
along the Deer's Leap (16 feet), Chillingfcon Park wall, through Johnstone's 
gardens, Mathewson's and Lawrence's Leasowes along Cockshutts into the lane 
leading from Codsall Wood to Gunstone ; then across the fields of Mr. Wilks's 
farm, as marked out by stones put down in the fences, and at the bend of the 
fences agaii^ into the lane, and along the outside of the lane to the fence 
between Mr. Giffard's land and the field belonging to Mr. Morris, along which 
to the brook, which brook is the boundary to the foot-bridge at Gunstone, where 
a piece, beyond the present brook, belongs to Brewood; the brook continues the 
boundary untO near the bridge, on the road leading from Brewood to Bilbrook, 
where a piece of land, lying in Mr. Jones's field, belong^ to Codsall parish ; the 
brook is the boundary from this place down to the lands belonging to Edward 
Monckton, Esq., at Coven Lawn. — From a MBS. fra,gment. 

This is evidently only the first day's Walk. 



16th and 17th September, 1861. 
From the Wolverhampton Chronicle, 
This ceremony commenced, agreeably to notice, from the Bell Inn on the 
Streetway road, westward, on the morning of the 16th inst. ; Mr. Birks, of 
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Horsebrook, who, as a grown man, had walked the boundaries 23 years ago, 
acting as chief guide. As the clergy of the parish took no part in the peram- 
bulation, the old custom, revived in many parishes of late years, to connect 
religious services with the municipal ceremony, was not observed. The order 
of the vestry for the perambulation of the parish having been read, the pro- 
cession started along the Watling Street or Streetway road, the brook which 
divides Brewood from BlymhiU, and to the shire stone, at a lodge called the 
" Eoyal* Oak** (where those who had not previously made the perambulation were 
bumped) ; on to Lady Isabella's Well, up the road to Boscobel, outside 
Boscobel fence through Spring Coppice, to Benshaw Wood lane (at this part of the 
route, not only was the Boyal Oak distinctly visible, bnt the view over the valley of 
the Severn, conmianding the Wrekin and the Glee Hills, was magnificent) ; along 
Bensbaw Wood lane to the road leading from Boscobel to Godsall Wood, where 
the road runs parallel with Chillington Park wall ; past the park gate at Godsall 
Wood, and on through lanes and fields to Gunston ; here Ghillingtonf Brook is 
the boundary to Goven Lawn, at which place, it being half-past five o*clock, the 
procession returned to Brewood, and dined at the Swan Inn. On Tuesday 
morning, starting from Goven Lawn, across the fields to the Three Hammers 
Bridge, and along the brook to Brinsford ; the Shropshire Union Ganal had to be 
crossed once, the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal twice, and the Grand 
Junction (London and North- Western) Bailway twice ; on through Paradise, 
Aspley, the Four Ashes, and Orateford — ^leaving Eaton House to the right into 
the Streetway road and back to the Bell, where the perambulators dined. 
Parish authorities from Godsall, Saredon, and Shareshill met the perambulators 
on their respective boundaries. The farmers on several points accompanied the 
procession through their grounds, and the inhabitants generally showed the 
greatest courtesy, though surprise was expressed that it was so long since a 
perambulation had passed before. The parishioners* churchwarden accompanied 
the perambulation on foot throughout, took the chair at both dinners, and was 
among the first to wade knee-deep through the culverts under the canal and 
railway. The actual time passed in walking was 7i hours on Monday, and 6^ 
hours on Tuesday. The boys and others engaged in the procession showed the 
utmost endurance and good humour, and at Deepmoor Brook, the boundary to 
Shareshill, the broadest and deepest stream to be crossed, the young men 
shouted as lifting Mr. Birks upon their shoulders they plunged into the water. 
The report of the perambulation is expected to be presented to the vestry on 
Thursday next. 

The report was presented and entered in the vestry minutes, where 
doubtless it will be accessible whenever the time comes to print the 
records of the present generation. 

* JErratym for tiie White Oak Lodge. 

t Erratiim for Pendeford Brook ; vide antefo. 59. 
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VII.— THE PARISH CHURCH. 

Extract from a juste, trew, and parfect Sv/rvey and Inventorie of all 
goods, plate, jetoelU, vestememts, beUes, amd -o**- ornaments of aU 
Churches, GhcuppeUs, Brotherhoods, GHldes, Fraternities cmd com- 
panies, toithin the hundred of GuUleston, in the County of Stafford, 
taken the thyrd day of October, in the Sixth year of the rayne of our 
Sovereign Lorde King Edward the Sisufh, by Thomas Oyffard, Kn/yte, 
Walter Wrotteshy and Edward Lyttylton, Esquires, by veriue of the 
Kings Ma. Commission to them directed in that behalfe as hereafter 
particularly appereth. — 1552. 

" BREBYWOOD. 
"£fyr8to— *a shute of Y estements of blew, broidered with greene. 

'' *a shnte of Vestements of tawney, branched with flowers. 

** one oope of the same. 

" one greene yestementyf with an alb. 

" onetawney yestement, with an alb. 

" one vestement of domix,t with an alb. 

" a vestement of greene, broidered, with an alb. 

" a oope of blew yelret, embroidered. 

** yiii. Towells. 

" ij. chalices of Silver, with their patens. 

" iiij. small Candlestioks of brasse. 

" a pare of Orgayns, one pyxe of brass. 

" iij. corporals, § with three cases. 

f* a crosse, with part of the Staffe, copper and gylte. 

'* ij, crosses of brasse. 

" one iooyerlett. 

" a sepnlkerlj cloth, paynted. 

* A suit of Vestments would be chasuble, stole, and maniple for the celebrant, 
dalmatic, stole, and maniple for the Deacon, tunicle for the Sub-Deacon, 
t A Chasuble. 

X Domick; i.e., Toumay — a linen cloth of Flemish manufacture. 
§ A linen cloth under the elements at Communion, and so called from the 
body (corpus), or consecrated bread. — J. 8. O. 

II Probably a curtain for the front of the niche, so called ; possibly a pall. 
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" ffyrflte — ij. paxes.* 

" iiij. belles. 

" one sainte belle. 

" iij. Sacringe belles. 

" one orosse cloth of lynen oloth, paynted. 

" one senser of brasse.*' 
The receipt of the chnrchwardens for the goods left with them by 
these Commissioners is not among the receipts preserved in the 
Record Office. 



It has been disputed among Ecclesiologists whether the Church 
be dedicated to the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin or to S. Matthew. 
In my mind there is no doubt it is to the former. — From J, H, 8, to 
the Wolverhamvpton Chronicle, 2nd Oct., 1864. 



At the alterations in 1827, the carved oak work, which formed 
the stalls and the screen, was broken up, and dispersed about the 
parish. The font stands in a garden at Coven. — Additions cmd 
Emendations to Notes cmd GoUecOons relating to Brewood, fo. 6. 



In the Allotment of 1830, the Kneelings in Pew No. 10 were 
allotted severally to the Vicarage House and to Long Birch, the 
tenant of the latter being at that time the Roman Catholic Priest, 
In all probability the Commissioners judged that the Priest would 
not attend, and the kneelings allotted to Long Birch would conse- 
quently lapse to the Churchwardens from non-tiser; the Vicar might 
then be permitted to occupy the entire Pew. — J. H, 8. 

* Small tablets of silver or ivory, still used in the Church of B^me, ta 
oirculate the kiss of peace. — ^Dr. Hook's Church DicHona/nf, 
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VIII.— THE LEVESON TABLET.— i?b. 9 ante. 

The Inscription on the Tablet lately replaced in the Church runs — 

Here nnder lyeth interred y® bodye of lone sometime 

The daughter of James Leveson Esquier which 
♦was 
lone first married to William Shefl&ngton Esquier 

Secondlie to William Powke Gentleman et lastly to 
Edward Gifiard. Obiit ano dmi 1572. 
This vertuous dame whyle that she lyved heer, 
A godly matron was but Christ her ancre hold 
Who will her corpes restore in Heaven's clere 
Where now her soule her Saviour dothe behold 
Lo here of lyf e the course and fatall race 
That mortall fleshe uppon the earth must ronne 
The which bothe yonge and old must trace 
t When as the Lord cuttes of the the thred well sponne 
A copy of this Inscription is in the Ashmolean MS 8.; it has been 
extracted and kindly supplied to the Publisher by the Hon. Charles 
Wrottesley, M.A. It contains, besides the above, the two following 
lines, which must, together with the part on which they were 
engraved, have been removed from the Tablet. 



Posuerunt <R -^S monumentum. 




Pietatis. 



* So interlined on the Tablet. 

+ The word " the " so repeated on the Tablet. 
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IX.— INSCRIPTIONS ON THE BELLS. 

1st BeU. 

Mr. Richard Fowler, Vicar. 

James Barber & Thomas Hickin, Chnrchwardens. 

1762. Lester & Packe, of London, fecit. 

2nd BelL 

Henry Bagley made mee, 1692. 

3rd BeU. 

^P§|l®ltS (three bells and a coronet in a SHeld.) 

(2 Honndfl passant.) S t m%M^ * §1®* 3 * P* 

4th Bea 

Mr. John Moss, Vicar. 

Mr. Richard Jordan, 

& Thomas Handcocks, 

Chnrchwardens, 1784. 

5th BelL Xx^ 

Great BelL 

pdBiCdBS %m®3mm «^I«P®. 

The Initials on the 5th Bell have been identified as those of 
Henry Oldfield, of Nottingham, who helped to cast " Great Toin " 
of Lincoln. The Shield on the 3rd Bell, as the stamp of the 
Norfolk Bell Founders. Many attempts have been made to 
decipher the two inscriptions on the 3rd Bell, bnt hitherto without 
success. The Reverend Author of PracUcaL Bema/rks on Belfries <md 
Emgers (Bell and Daldy) is of opinion that " tl^e Bell is the work 
" of a clumsy and illiterate workman of the 16th Century, using 
" stamps of an earlier date." It is noticeable that the rubbing 
on paper of the letters ®^|. J|S; t gl®* |» if inverted read 
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X.— THE EVENING BELL.— i^o. 10 ante. 

On the 30th of December, 1872, the Staffordshire Ad/oertiser 
published the followiiig as " from a Correspondent:" — 

"Brewood. — GusFEW OB GoMPLmE Bell. — ^A bell immemoriall/ rnng at 
" eight eaoh eyening from All Hallows to Candlemas, has been discontinued. 
'' The amount paid for ringing this bell was long considered a parish expense^ 
"and was each year paid from the ohuroh rate. The late Miss (Leonora) 
" Monckton paid for its ringing from 1864* (the year in which the last church 
" rate was granted by the Yestry) tin her death ; about All Hallows following 
** (1870) £2 was found in the Offertoiy in a packet marked for the Bellnnger 
''(Mary Daw) who continued to ring it till Candlemas following. Opinions 
« differ as to the origin of this bell. In Yestry, in August, 1864i, the present 
"Yioar (as our report stated) declared 'it would be a great comfort to knock 
" ' out the charge for ringing the curfew, as it was a stupid old relic of the time 
" ' of English feudalism.' In Brewood ; a B4sum4 Historical and TopograpJUcal, 
" it is stated ' b^ bard to say whether this evemng bell has come down from the 
" ' days when all the canonical- hours of prayer were marked by the ringing of 
'"a bell, cm: whether it has originated in the convenience of the inhabi- 
" ' tants as a signal during the winter months to cease work.' We may 
"mention that the history of the co~everfu 'rang at compline hour' is 
" a problem. It has generally been supposed a restriction tyrannically imposed 
" by the Conqueror on his English subjects from which they were relieved 
" by his son Beauclerk ; and yet the co^everfUf or curfew, is constantly mentioned 
" in the statutes of subsequent reigns, as well as in the ballads of the period of 
" Chaucer and later. The grievance would seem to have been that William the 
" Conqueror ertjorced the curfew which had previously been, and was again, a 
" regulation of police, which each burgh or parish could, as it thought right, 
" enact for itself . If this oxa view be correct, the evening bell continued to be 
" rang, not as a relic of .feudalism, but of local self-government." 

* The then Churchwardens wrote to state that if this highly-respected and 
most liberal lady gave anything specially for the ourfew they did not know 
of it. 
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XL— THE REV. WILLIAM BUDWORTH, A.M., 

Head Master and Vicar. — (Fo. 27 ante.) 

The following letter from the Rev. Henry Kempson, once Head 
Master of Brewood School, to Mr. Parke of Wolverhampton, contains 
interesting particulars : — 

LoDg Preston, Skipton, Yorks, Jidy 28, 1867. 

My DBAS Sib, 

In yonr researohes for information respecting the Grammar School of 
Brewood, it may have come under your notice that, for a great nnmber of years 
previoas to my appointment to the Head Mastership of it, the small benefice 
of Shareshill was given by Sir Edward Littleton, as principal Trastee, to 
snccessiTC Head Masters, as a presumed token of regard or memorial to Mr. 
Budworl^, tmder whom Sir Bdword and other distinguished persons received 
their School ednoation ; one of whom was Bishop Hnrd. In 1745 Mr. Badworth 
died, and in 1748 a tablet was erected to his memory in ShareshiU Church, 
with a Latin Insoriptica written by the Bishop, who was one of the most 
elegant scholars of his day. My wish is to point oat to yonr notice this 
Epitaph to the memory of Mr. Badworth: it is strikingly beautiful. The 
features of the character are finely drawn, and expressed in elegant Latinity. 
It would appear, from an account of Brewood School and its Masters in the 
GentUmom^s Magazine for about 1745, that Mr. Badworth, though a superior 
scholar and good man, was an eccentric person, and his eccentricities were more 
obvious to the multitude than his ezcellenceB. 

The inscription on the monument in the chancel of Shareshill 
Ghnrch, both in Bishop Hurd's Latin and in an English translation, 
has been printed in extenso in Notes amd Oollections relatmg to 
Brewood, Ajopenddx fo, 106-7. 

The essay alluded to by Mr. Kempson is in the Oendemom^s 
McLgazme, August, 1792, and is entitled " The Rev. W. Budworth." 
It is therein mentioned among other matters that the Bev. Roger 
Bromley, curate of Brewood, was some time "Usher to Mr. 
Budworth," though, whether as the second master on the foundation 
or as personal assistant, is not explained. He left in consequence of 
Mr. Budworth's " imperious temper;" but on Mr. Budworth's death 
was invited to return to Brewood. It is further mentioned — 

He (Mr. Budworth) found means to enlarge the schools, and to make both his 
own and the sub-master's rooms more comfortable. 
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XIL— THOMAS CARLESS THE YOUNGER— 

Vide antefo. 29. 

The melanclioly accident recorded in the following paragraph 
particnlarizes the occasion of his retirement from the o£S.ce of 
Station Master at the Pour Ashes. 

From the QuardMm^ December 4th, 1850. 

*' On the 2l8t alt., a yoimg man, named Joeiah Monlton, a tailor, was killed 
'' at the Four Aflhes Station, on the London and North Western Railway, 
** between Birmingham and Stafford. The station office is npon the down side, and 
*' the deceased, who was going on by the np.train, had not received his ticket 
<' when that train stopped. He pat his wife and two young children into the 
" train, and then crossed to obtain his tickets. He was called to come over, as 
** the np-train was being detained for him, and accordingly harried across, not- 
" withstanding the approach of the down express train, which knocked him 
<< down and killed him on the spot. We may mention that this station is in 
'' charge of an octogenarian and his female servant.'' 

On his headstone at his own desire his name is thus recorded: — 

THOMAS CARLESS 

(not Careless as heretofore written), 

late of Brewood. 

He died December 27, 1862. 

Aged 84 years. 
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XIII.— THE REV. JEREMIAH SMITH, D.D. 

Jeremiah, the son of Jeremiah and Ann Smith, was born in the 
house with the bow window, next the Swan Inn, on the west side 
of the Market-place. His father was a carpenter ; * as his father and 
grandfather had been before him. The house in which Dr. Smith 
was bom was copyhold property of his father, who built likewise 
the large house (when built considered the best in the town) 
adjoining the Lion Inn, called " The Malthouse," now " The 
" Poplars,*' but 'never lived to inhabit it. His grandfather lived at 
the Bargate House, now the property of Mr. William Lees. His 
great-grandfather lived at the large half-timbered house, now some- 
times called The Rookery (opposite the back gates of The Laurels), 
the stables and bams belonging to which, known as the Foldyard, 
are a square opposite; they were the freehold property of Jeremiah 
and Goodeth, and including the Bargate House, extended from the 
School land to the Bargate Street, in the form of a Y intersected 
at its branch by Newport Street. t 

* Described in the Adimssion Register of the Manchester School as " trades- 
" men," which they might be styled, as they occasionally traded in malt and 
other agricnltnral produce, but they were correctly handicraftsmen or artisanp, 
who in the last century took precedence of retail dealers. Subsequent to the 
death of my grandfather, the carpenters* business in Brewood was for very 
many years in the Daw family, of which my own wife was a member ; singu- 
larly enough, in the Admiission Register, as above, my marriage is unrecorded 
among those of other sons of Dr. Smith. (Admiission Register, Fo. 7.) 

t Eight years ago, when the fences of the Smiths* Cote were stocked up, my 
experienced agent expressed his belief that the Cotelands ** had been grubbed 
" out of the old Forest ** — very probably it was the allotment to the Smith of the 
town, when the Parish was enclosed. At what period my ancestors exchanged 
the anvil for the plane I do not know. The old premises, occupied by 
Jeremiah and Goodeth Smith, were, I believe, mortgaged and foreclosed — 
the Malthouse, the House in the Market-place, with other of my grand, 
father's property, were sold to " Edward Tongue of Aldridge, Co. of Stafford, 
" Distiller ;*' two closes, called Shargrave*s Hill Field, were sold by my father 
to the Hon. Edward Monckton, in 1828. The Bargate House and premises 
(the freehold property and residence of my great-grandfather), were sold some 
years after my father had built the Laurels, to the deterioration of the 
latter property, to which they adjoin, as well as to my own subsequently 
acquired property, the Dawscroft, on the opposite side of the street. My 

a 
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The following memoir is abridged from the Manchester Courier, 
6th Jannary, 1856: — 

Dr. Smith was bom the 22nd of July, 1771,* at Brewood, where his pro- 
genitors had been for many generations small proprietoins under the Giffi&rds 
of Ghillington. He was educated at the Grammar School there, under the 
Rey. Dr. Oroft. He matriculated at Hertford College (now merged in Mag- 
dalene Hall) in the year 1790, whence he removed, on gaining one of the 
Exhibitions, to Corpus Christi College, then under the presidency of the Bev. 
Dr. Cooke. He duly proceeded to the degrees of B.A. and M.A.t Among his 
contemporaries and intimate acquaintance at Oicford were Fhillpotts, Coplestone, 
and Mant, subsequently well known as Bishops respectively of Exeter, Llandaff, 
and Down and Connor ; and his friendship, especially with the two former, was 
continued in after life. His title for orders was the curacy of Edgbaston, near 
Birmingham, and his first scholastic appointment was the post of assistant to 
the Second Master of Sling Edward's School in that town ; neither of these he 
retained long. His first curacy he seen exchanged for that of S. Mary's 
Chapel, Moseley ; and on the elevation of the Second Master, Mr. Cooke, to the 
head mastership of King Edward's School, Mr. Smith was appointed Second 
Master.^ This office he filled until his nomination to Manchester, in the year 

father, like many who have succeeded in life, was very apt to exaggerate 
the difficulties of his early days. Though the Swan Inn (now the property of 
the Master, Mr. John Bay) was obliged to be sold immediately on my grand, 
father's death, yet *^ the Malthouse " was not sold till nine years afterwards, 
evidently for outfit, when my father was appointed Second Master in Birmingham, 
and the House in the Market-place (where he was bom) nine years subsequent 
on his appointment as High Master of Manchester. He sold Shargrave's Hill 
Field and the Bargate for private, irrespective of any pecuniary, reasons. 
In fact, he had always a very substantial landed property of inheritance to fall 
back upon; so little, indeed, was property an object to him, that he did not 
present himself in the Manor Court for admittance to the Cotelands till 1847, 
when he was admitted as heir-at-law to his brother James, by whose death, not 
long after his father, in 1790, Dr. Smith had acquired all this property, both 
freehold and copyhold. I have in my library Harrison's British dassicks, 7 
vols., and Harrison's British NoveUsits, 10 vols., both given my father when a 
schoolboy by his own father ; and I have a bureau of solid mahogany and oak, 
which was made for my father to take with him to Oxford. 

* Baptised the 23rd day of the following month. 

t B.A., 1794; M.A., 1797; B.D., 1810; D.D., 1811. 

X The circumstances attending Mr. Cooke's elevation as Head Master 'and 
Mr. Smith's appointment as Second were peculiar. See An Abstract of the 
Charter of King Ed/vuard the Sixth for Founding the Free School in Birming1uim, 
by the Bev. George Croft, D.D. ; with Appendix containin^f Letters from the Rev. 
Spencer Mada/n,_ Birmingham: E. Piercy. 1797. Compare antefo. 28. 
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1807, when, npon the death of Charles Lawson, Esq., M.A., who had been for 
more than forty years High Master of the Free Grammar School there, the 
then President of Corpns Ghristi College before mentioned (the patron of the 
school) presented his elev€f Mr. Smith, to the post, who thereupon took his Doctor's 
degree. He filled the High Master's chair for thirty years, during which he 
held snocessively the curacies of S. Mark's Chapel, Cheetham Hill ; S. George's 
Chapel, Carrington ; and Holy Trinity, Salf ord ; and subsequently the incum. 
bency of S. Peter's Church and the rectory of S. Anne ; to the last he was 
presented in 1823 by Dr. Law, then Bishop of Chester. He was also nominated 
a King's Preacher in the diocese of Chester by Bishop Law's successor, Dr. 
Blomfield, who was afterwards Bishop of London. He resigned the head 
mastership of the school and the rectory of S. Anne in 1837; and, except 
that he held the small vicarage of Great Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire (a benefice 
of which his wife's relatives were the patrons*), until 1847, lived till the time 
of his death in private life. 

The period of Dr. Smith's high mastership was, perhaps, the most brilliant 
epoch in the history of Manchester Free Grammar SchooL His pupils dis* 
tingaished themselves by the prizes whioh they gained, and the high honours to 
which they attained in the two Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, and in 
almost every department of active life — ^in the Church, in the law, in the 
medical profession, and in the honourable occupation of the British merchant — 
they have occupied posts of distinction. His preceptorial character cannot be 
better described than by quoting a speech by the Rev. J. H. Marsden, after, 
wards Canon of Manchester, and Professor of Classical Antiquities in 
Cambridge University, at the presentation of a costly and beautiful present 
of plate from his former scholars at Manchester, on his resignation : — " It has 
" often been remarked, and is generally believed, that the severe and continual 
** application, whioh is neoessary to form the scholar, is apt to generate an 
** austerity and repulsiveness of manner — ^that in the same person the character 
" of the scholar and the g^tleman are seldom to be found united ; but the 
<< scholars of Manchester School have had the good fortune to know that this 
" role is not without its exception ; they have had daily presented to their eyes 
" a proof that elegance and erudition may sometimes go tog^ether, and that even 
" the schoolmaster may be distinguished among other gentlemen by an 
" irresistible courteousness of manner; and this is by no means all ; for neither 
" the ornamental nor the useful parts of education are worth much unless built 
" upon a sure foundation, and the only sure foundation is that of piety and 
** virtue. Upon this foandation we were always taught to build; we were 
** carefully trained to emulate those bright examples whioh cast a lustre over 
"the annals of our school; we were taught to 'fear God and honour the 
" * King.' " 

At the same time he received a similar present from S. Anne's congregation. 
He had in 1812 received a silver cup as a testimonial from Edward 

* Vide ante fo. 80, note to name of Edward Simpson. 

Q 2 
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Greaves, Esq., High SherifE of the County Palatine of Lancaster, and in 1833 
two silver salvers from, his co-trustees of the Bolton Grammar School. 

The closing years of his life were partly spent at Leamington and partly at 
his native town. Daring the last four years the once clear and vigorous intellect, 
which so distingoished him, was in some degree overclouded, and the bodily 
infirmities of old age crept upon him. He had married* Felicia, daughter of 
William Anderton, of Moseley Wake Green,t near Birmingham, who, together with 
his unmarried daughter, ministered to his declining days with the most 
affectionate and unceasing attention. He died on S. Thomas's Day, 1854, at the 
age of 83 years. 

All Dr. Smith ever published was a Sermon preached before the North 
Worcester Volunteers at Tewkesbury, on 12th May, 1806 ; its title — A Vvndication 
of Defensive Wa/r and of the MiUtcmf Profession, 

While Second Master at Birmingham and for the first four years 
that he was High Master at Manchester his house had been kept for 
him by his only sister, Sarah,;]: whose good nmnagement and most kind 
treatment obtained him many boarders and laid the foundation of 
his large fortune. 

His second daughter was married from the Laurels; as the 
register has not, I believe, been published or printed elsewhere, I 
extract it: — 

Mabbied. 

George Benjamin Sandford (clerk) and Felicia Smith, September 30, 1845. 

* On the 27th July, 1811, at King's Norton, Co. Worcester. 

t There is an amusing anecdote of the Andertons of Moseley Wake Green 
and the Birmingham Church and King Blots to be found /o. 118 in the BemtUns 
of the late Thomas W. Hill, Esq., F.BA.3., privately printed, London, 1859, 
edited by his Son, M. D. Hill, Esq., Becorder of Birmingham. 

X If what he stated ante fo, 23 be correct (and I have no reason to suppose 
it inc(»rect) she would have been the foster-sister of Thomas Joseph Giffard, 
19th Lord of Chillington. 
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XIV.— OLD DUMMY. 

From the Staffordshire Advertiser, 9th March, 1872. 

Death of an Octooenarian. — Since the commenoement of the year a man 
long well known here has died at the age of eighty-six years, Thomas Oldfield, a 
native of Brewood, and bom deaf and dumb. Notwithstanding this incapacity 
he discharged the duties of honse servant and porter at the Grammar School 
dnring the presidencies of the Bey. Henry Kempson and the Bev. H. B. Mason, 
being twenty -seven years with the former and ten years with the latter : in his 
boyhood he had been employed as page by the Bev. Hamlet Harrison, so 
that he was in the service of three successive Head Masters during a period 
extending over more than half a century, and the surrounding alwrnni of 
Brewood Grammar School during that period will all remember " Old Dummy." 
We do not hear that he ever received any special training as a deaf and dumb 
man, but he could read and write and carry on a conversation by signs with 
those to whom he was familiar ; he had special signs for all his acquaintance ; 
he distinguished one weU-known family in the neighbouriiood by stretching the 
comers of his mouth, and another by snubbing the end of hie nose. 

The following has been inscribed on a cruciform headstone in 
Brewood Churchyard, by order of the Rev. Edwin Kempson, Rector 
of Castle Bromwich: — 

Sacreb 

TO THS MEMORY OF 

THOMAS OLDFIELD, 
WHO DIED January 10, 1872, 
aged 86 years. 
He was 27 years in the Service op 

THE LATE ReV. HeNRY KeMPSON. 

Bereft alike of hearing and of speech. 

He yet fulfilled the task within his reach ; 

A LIFE of honest USEFUL SERVICE LED, 

And laboured to the last for daily bread. 



Reader! whoe'er thou art, as faithful be 
In using better gifts vouchsafed to thee. 

It was suggested to Mr. Kempson that the inscription might 
mention that Thomas Oldfield had been in the service of three 
successive Head Masters, but he declined, stating that " the 
" memorial was a private affair in the connection with his long 
" service in the family of my late cousin." 
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XV.— MALTHOUSES. 

The following Malthoaaes were in the town thiriy years ago. 
Those marked with an asterisk are at work at the present time: — 
The Angel. 

• Bill's, now Greene's. 
Brewood Hall. 

• Dean's Hall. 
The Flenr-de-lis. 
Gnmdj's, or Wakelam's. 

• The Malt Shovel. 
Hnllard'B in Dean Street. 

Bichards' ux Stafford Street ; this had been oat of work for ten years 
previons. 

• The Eodney. 

• Webb's, or Jensen's, in Sandy Lane. 

The Malthonse at the Bargate House (Lees') has commenced 
working since. 

There is a Malthonse at Somerford Farm, besides a private one 
at the Hall. Two (Hughes') at Coven — one at Standeford Mill; 
and one at Long Birch, not in work. 
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XVI.— GUNSTON.— F«;e ante fo. 39. 

From the Wolverhampton Ghronicle, 19th April, 18G5. 

Mr. Mason, who a few years ago was appointed hj the Confederate Govern, 
ment in America to represent them in this conntry, was, we understand, in 
Wolverhampton a few days since on a visit to a friend. Whilst here he took the 
opportunity of going over to Gunston, near Brewood, an estate which formerly 
belonged to his ancestors on the maternal side. Mr. Mason was, we hear, much 
interested in his visit, and took away with him several articles as relics with 
which he was supplied by the present occupier of the existing farm.honse. It 
seems Mr. Mason's ancestor, Colonel George Mason, prior to his emigrating to 
America, was or had been a Member of Parliament, and commanded a regiment 
of Cavalry on the side of the Eling at the Battle of Worcester. After the defeat 
and dispersal of the King's Forces, he escaped to the Colonies in 1651, and 
landed at Norfolk, in the colony of Virginia. His family followed him, as did 
also Iloger Fowke, his friend in Staffordshire, and a comrade in arms. Colonel 
Mason's son married Mr. Fowke's daughter, and thence the present Mr. Mason 
is descended. The estate of Gonston, near Brewood, prior to its passing into 
the hands of the Giffards of Chillington, belonged to the Fowke family, of which 
the present Sir Frederic Fowke is the head; and their attachment to their 
native place was so strong that when they emigrated and purchased property in 
America, they gave to their new residence the name of Gunston Hall, which is 
sitnated in the neighbourhood of the Potomac Biver in Virginia^ nearly adjoining 
the estate of General Washington at Mount Vernon, the Gunston estate being 
the residence of Mr. Mason's grandfather. From the prominent position which 
Mr. Mason occupied in the public mind on his first landing in England, these 
few particulars in reference to his connection with Staffordshire will no doubt 
be read with interest by many of our readers. 

Mr. Mason, when in Toronto, was shown the first edition of this 
risumsy and wrote as follows to Mr. John Hoskin, of that city, 
Attorney- Ad vocate : — 

1867, July 15. — ^The fact was, I went from London to Wolverhampton solely 
with the view to visit Gunston Hall, which was some six or eight miles distant 
from that town, Mr. Parke having kindly promised through a common friend 
to go with me to Gunston whenever I should oome, — a courtesy which he made 
good in a most hospitable manner. 
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XVIL— THE HON. EDWARD MONCKTON. 

The foUowiDg are the Polls at each General Election while Mr. 
Monckton sat for Stafford. The names of the nnsuccessfnl Candidates 

are given in ItaZics, from H. S. Smith's Parliaments of England, 
T means Tory; W Whig. 

1780. Hon. E. Monckton, T., 258. 1796. Hon. E. Monckton. 

E. B: Sheridan, W., 248. R. B. Sheridan. 

Richard WhUnvorth, 168. 1802. Hon. E. Monckton. 

And/rew John Drummondf 46. B. B. Sheridan. 

1784. Hon. E. Monckton. 1806. Richard Mansel Phillips, T., 412. 

B. B. Sheridan. Hon. E. Monckton, T., 408. 

1790. Hon. E. Monckton, 264. Thomas Sheridan, W., 165. 

E. B. Sheridan, 264. 1807. Hon. E. Monckton, T. 419. 

George Sloper, 182. R. M. PhiUips, T. 319. 

B. Bond Hopkins f 145. Svi- Oswald Mosley, Bart., W., 285. 
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XVIII.--THE LAURELS. 

" Jere'^- Smith " (vide ante fo. 81 et infra fo. 91 ) married Ann, 
daughter of George and Ann Brown ; the copyhold messuages and 
croft, now the site of The Laurels, were, I believe, her marriage 
portion. The headstone in Brewood Churchyard to the memory 
of George and Ann Brown has lately been restored at the cost of 
Mr. William Brown, of the Brookfields, Belbroughton, Co. of 
Worcester. 

Rebecca Careless (mentioned sttpm fo. 7 and 11) was another 
daughter, and her portion was the Leaseowes, or Styche's Pieces, 
now the property of Mr. Elwell, of Oakley. She was thrice 
married, but had no children by any one of her three husbands. 
On the occasion of each marriage her copyhold property was 
surrendered to the uses of her will, and she devised it to her 
nephew and godson, Dr. Smith. The site of The Laurels, which 
had been mortgaged to her as some security for the funds required 
by her nephew when at Oxford, she devised to his sister, and 
bequeathed plate and jewellery to my own sister, her grandniece. 
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XIX.— S. MARY'S, BREWOOD. 

From the Tablet, Saturday, 22nd June, 1844. 

On Thursday, the Church of S. Mary, at Brewood, was consecrated with all 
solemnity, the ceremony having been postponed from Wednesday (the day 
appointed) in consequence of the illness of the Bight Bey. Dr. Wiseman, the 
officiating Bishop. The style of the new Church is Eeurly English, its length, 
including the tower and the chancel, nearly 100 feet, and the cost £1,345. The 
tower is surmounted by an elegant spire. In the churchyard is a large cross as 
of old. The interior is beautifully chaste, the screen and rood loft (with the rood) 
are perfect, the floor laid with encaustic tUes, and there are three windows of 
stained glass, the gift of Mr. Pugin. Five hundred of the faithful maj fulfil 
the obligation of hearing Mass within its precincts, and the entire building 
reflects great credit on the architect. Upwards of twelve priests of the district 
assisted the Bishop at the ceremonies of consecration, and a most efficient choir 
from Birmingham did great justice to the music of Falestrina in the High Mass, 
Corwm EjdscopOf sung by the Bev. J. Moore, the officiating priest, the 
Bev. B. Ivors and the Bev. T. Leith acting as deacon and subdeacon. 
The Bishop, standing under the rood screen, delivered a most impres- 
sive discourse on the past state of England, and the present position and 
future prospects of the Church, urging the Protestants to seek truth, and the 
Catholics to let their light so shine that the glories of Catholic England might 
be revived. The whole ceremonj was deeply interesting, and the day will be 
a memorable one in Brewood. 

Notwithstanding the above, I was informed by the late Mission 
Priest (1872) that Bishop Ullathome had inspected the Altar, and 
found it had not been consecrated, and that Canon Rogers, B.D., 
who was present in June, 1844, stated that the Chapel and Cemetery 
had only been blessed by Bishop Wiseman. 

In the Priest's garden is a flower-basket contrived in the trunk of 
an enormous yew tree, which grew at Whiteladies, and presented by 
the Misses Evans to my lamented friend, the Bev. J. S. Grenside. 
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XX.— THE WAY TO THE FOUR ASHES.— 
Vide ante fo. 55. 

From the Brewood Vestry Mvrmtes. 

At a Vestry Meeting, on the 17th day of December, 1781, called 
on Sunday, the 9th day of December, for the purpose of considering 
about the Inconvenience of a Bridge built over the footway at 
Summerford Mill, and of the future expense which is likely to 
attend the repairs of the said Bridge, it was agreed that the expense 
of an Appeal at the next Quarter Sessions against the road being 
turned that way, and the repairing the Bridge from time to time, 
shall be paid out of the Poor's Bate. — Witness our hands, 

• Thos. Pitt. Eiohard Nichols X 

t Thos. Vaughton. Wm. Ward's mark x 

J Jerh. Smith. John Obary. 

§ Joseph Brewster. % Edward Ward. 

Thos. Goostree. ** Thos. Careless. 

II Hioh. Lovatt. John Panlton. 

Jos. Jesson. John Hadley*s mark x 

* Of Pearsehay. f Of Horsebrook. J Vide cmte fo, 81 and fo. 89. 

§ Of Somerford Mill. || Of Standeford. % Of the Four Ashes. 
*• Usher of the Grammar School {vide amtefo, 2). 
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Note to jo. 31.— Among the ahimni of Brewood Grammar School 
the name of the well-known Mr. William Parke, of 
Wolverhampton, should not be omitted. 

Blackladies; note to Pedigree of (§iffarb of fi^^illinjtOTt — "John 
" Giffard, recusant, ffarmer, thereof." In the William 
Salt Library at Stafford is a portfolio containing 
Captain Eyre's Joimial, with drawings by himself and 
by Holler, among which is a sketch of Blackladies 
with the following legend: — 

" 1644. The old Benedictine Nunnery at Brewood, 
" which was held against the Royalists under Lord 
" Wilmott for six days when they left to attempt 
" the raising of Dudley Castle, where was blocked 
" in Sir Thomas Levison for the King. This house 
" is large, and was founded in the time of King 
" Richard y« first, but when valued at the visitation 
" the revenue was small." 

From which it appears that a Parliamentarian' Garrison 
had occupied the house of John Giffard, recusant, who 
was probably in the King's army. 

The Hattons; note to /o. 39. — In the Survey of the Parish by the 
Parliamentary Commissioners 1649 part of the tithe 
of the Hattons is described as " in the occupation of 
" Mr. Stanton;" and on the Sunday when Charles the 
Second was at Boscobel, when he desired mutton for 
dinner. Colonel Carless " repaired to the Sheepcot 
" of Mr. William Staunton " (or Stanton), " who 
" rented part of the demesne of Boscobel, to provide 
" the meat, killing one of the best sheep with his 
" dagger. "^-Blount's Boscobel. 
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IPostscri^i 



There are too many circtLmstances, even in the last centubt and 
A HALF, connected with residents in Brewood, of whom I have only 
traditionary knowledge. I should be very glad if I had authentic 
information concerning Mason, of the White House at Somerford, 
whose singular pursuits and abstruse studies gained him the reputa- 
tion of " a Wizard " ; of his Mend, Marigold, a most skilful cabinet- 
maker, whose elaborate mantelshelves survive in more than one 
house in the town ; and of Mrs. Skinner, the widow of one Bishop 
of Aberdeen, and mother of another, who was (I have heard) sixty 
years ago resident at the lar^e house at the Church Gates, previously 
the property and residence of Thomas Careless, the Usher of the 
Grammar School. 



Digitized by 



Google 



94 



OF 

(From the Ad/mission Register of Manchester School.) 



While the foregoing has been in the press, the third volume of 
the Admission Register of Manchester School has been published by 
the Cheetham Society, and/o. 231 contains the following: — 
Jajcbs Hicks, Son of the Bsv. J. Smith, D.D^ High Master of the Free 

Grammas School, and Bector of S. Anne's, Manchester— astote 8. 
The third Son. 

At the age of seventeen he entered the office of Ogilvy GiTlanders and Co., of 
Liverpool, and proceeded thence to Bombay and Calcutta, being employed 
in the mercantile boase of Gillanders, Arbnthnot, eaid Co. He made the 
▼oyage to India overland with one oi the first parties which so made its way 
after Mr. Waghorn had arranged the monthly transmission of the Overland 
mail to Bombay. After about five years spent at Calcutta he returned to 
England by the Cape, and subsequently entered as a student at Lincoln's- 
inn, and was called to the Bar by the honourable Society of the Inner 
Temple, at Hilary Term, 1852, and was at the same time elected on the 
Oxford Circuit. 
Mr. James H. Smith has always taken much interest in Church matters, and 
in the Ten Teara^ Experience in 8. George* s-in^the-East, he is referred to 
as " the layman who volunteered his services as secretary in the trying 
" times of the cholera in 1866." He was married on the 27th July, 1869, 
at S. Peter's Church, London Docks, to Mary Anne Daw. 
He was President of the eighty -third and last anniversary meeting of old 

scholars in 1864. Since that date the meeting has been discontinued. 
He published, in 1867, Brewood; a B4sum6 Historical and Topographical; 
in 1868, Reminiscences of Forty Tears, by an Hereditary High Chvrchmom, a 
series of papers reprinted from the Ecclesiastic ; in 1870, Brewood Chancel, 
the Tombs of the Oiffards ; and in 1871, The Parish in History and in dhurch 
and State, a series reprinted from the Chwrch Review, and favourably 
noticed by several of the reviews. He also frequently contributed to the 
Oentlemwn*8 Magazine, whilst under the editorship of Mr. Walford, and 
several Church periodicals. 

In the foregoing is nothing nntrue, bat a great deal not unlikely to 
mislead. Though " in the mercantile house of Gillanders, Arbnthnot, 
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" and. Co., in Calcutta," I was not employed in baying and selling, 
for which I have no ability — I was their bookkeeper. My connection 
with " Church periodicals " has been simply fortuitous; I have ever 
written from a layman's point of view, and I have contributed 
to many secular newspapers both in Calcutta and in this country. 
I fear that the statement I have " always taken much interest in 
" Church matters " will appear ridiculous to those acquainted with 
the circumstances, since I have never acquired the confidence of 
the Church party sufficiently to have been elected a committee-man 
or a delegate of any Church institution. When for twelve months 
I acted as churchwarden at S. Alban the Martyr, Holbom, it was 
at the personal request of the Parishioners' Protestant Church- 
warden. On the other hand, I have had much confidence placed in 
me as an accountant and a financier; besides numerous private 
agencies intrusted to me, the Shareholders in Thompson's Con- 
tinental Boat Building Company elected me their Liquidator by a 
large majority over a well-known City accountant, the appointment 
being entirely unsolicited on my part. 

It was in my capacity as Bookkeeper to S. George's-in-the-East 
Church Mission that I was married at S. Peter's, London Docks, 
by the Rev. Charles F. Lowder, M.A., the Priest- Superior of 
the Mission, "with full choir and high celebration :" my wife, as 
stated above (/o. 81), was a Brewood woman. 

The memoir gives me no local habitation or name. I am not a 
homeless man, and, though an author, I have never lived in a garret 
in Grub Street. Within two years of my father's death I com- 
menced to build and plant on these premises, and I have since 1862 
occupied the Dawscroft Cottage, in addition to my chambers in 
London, 9, Serjeant's Inn, Fleet Street, E.C. 

In the memoir of many of my schoolfellows in The Admission 
Register, it is mentioned what parish offices they have served. I 
served as Parishioners' Churchwarden and Guardian of Brewood 
for 1870-72. 

It has already been mentioned that after my grandfather's death 
the business of carpenter has been in my wife's family ; they had been 
a family of copyholders and blacksmiths. William Daw, carpenter, 
who died in 1867, was for upwards of a quarter of a century 
Trumpeter in the Lichfield Troop of the Staffordshire Yeomanry. 

[see over. 
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The following, from the Chia/rdian, 19th October, 1864, epitomizes 
my connection with the School : — 

Mwnchester Free Qrammwr School held its anniversary dinner last Wednesday 
eTening, Mr. James Hioks Smith, barrister-at-law, in the chair ; Mr. John A. 
Bremner, merchant and drysalter, in the vice. The attendance was below the 
average, owing to the presence of the Chancellor of the Exchequer at Famworth. 
In the course of the evening the Rev. George Perkins, a master and qtiondam 
pupil, remarked that when the sonorous voice of the chairman rolled down the 
table it reminded him of the past time when the voice of the former 
High Master (Mr. Smith's father) rolled down the schoolroom. The Chairman, 
in returning thanks for his own health, mentioned that it was five-and-thirty 
years that very day since he was entered in the books of Manchester 
School, and that during eight years he passed " through the school,'' beginning 
in the Lower School and ending in the High Master's first class. 

I was entered in the Lower School 12th October, 1829, in the 
Admission Register on entering the Middle School in the following 
year. I was in Brewood School under the Rev. Henry Kempson for 
some eight months before going to Liverpool. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer mentioned as being at Farnworth was Mr. Gladstone. 

The Dawscrofi, La/mmas Da/y^ 1874. 



O DiLECTi Labobes! Valete. 
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